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gift exchange

Since Marcel Mauss published his foundational essay The Gift in 1925, many anthro-
pologists and specialists of international relations have seen in the exchange of gifts,
debts, loans, concessions, or reparations the sources of international solidarity and
international law. Still, Mauss’s reflections were deeply tied to the context of interwar
Europe and the French colonial expansion. Their normative dimension has been
profoundly questioned after the age of decolonization. A century after Mauss, we may
ask: what is the relevance of his ideas on gift exchange and international solidarity?
By tracing howMauss’s theoretical and normative ideas inspired prominent thinkers and
government officials in France and Algeria, from Pierre Bourdieu to Mohammed
Bedjaoui, Grégoire Mallard adds a building block to our comprehension of the role
that anthropology, international law, and economics have played in shaping interna-
tional economic governance from the age of European colonization to the latest
European debt crisis.

This title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core at http://dx.doi.org
/10.1017/9781108570497

Grégoire Mallard is Associate Professor of Anthropology and Sociology at the Graduate
Institute (Geneva). He is the author of Fallout: Nuclear Diplomacy in an Age of Global
Fracture (2014) and co-editor of Contractual Knowledge: One Hundred Years of Legal
Experimentation in Global Markets (2016). His publications focus on prediction, knowl-
edge, and ignorance in global governance.

Cover picture: photo of a stock of the Compagnie forestière Sangha-Oubangui from
author’s private collection.
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© Grégoire Mallard 2019

This work is in copyright. It is subject to statutory exceptions
and to the provisions of relevant licensing agreements;
with the exception of the Creative Commons version the link for which is provided below, no
reproduction of any part of this work may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781108570497
under a Creative Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 which permits reuse,
distribution and reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes providing
appropriate credit to the original work is given. You may not distribute derivative works without
permission. To view a copy of this license, visit
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0

All versions of this work may contain content reproduced under license from third parties.

Permission to reproduce this third-party content must be obtained from these third parties directly.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the doi 10.1017/9781108570497

First published 2019

Printed and bound in Great Britain by Clays Ltd, Elcograf S.p.A.

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
names : Mallard, Gregoire, 1977– author.
title : Gift exchange : the transnational history of a political idea / Gregoire Mallard.
description : Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, ny : Cambridge University Press, 2019. |
Series: Cambridge studies in law and society | Includes bibliographical references and index.
identifiers : lccn 2018042538| isbn 9781108489690 (hardback) | isbn 9781108453486

(paperback)
subjects : lcsh : Gifts – Political aspects. | Diplomatic gifts. | Mauss, Marcel, 1872–1950. Essai
sur le don. | BISAC: LAW / General.
classification : lcc gt3040 .m35 2019 | ddc 341.3/3--dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2018042538

isbn 978-1-108-48969-0 Hardback
isbn 978-1-108-45348-6 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108489690
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48969-0 — Gift Exchange
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EPHE École Pratique des Hautes Etudes
ESM European Stability Mechanism
EU European Union
FLN Front de Libération Nationale [Algeria]
GDP gross domestic product
GPRA Gouvernement provisoire de la République algérienne
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OPEC Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries
PCJ Permanent Court of Justice
RPF Rassemblement du Peuple Français
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