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INTERNATIONAL HISTORIES OF
PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT

To look forward, it is necessary to look back and learn. History is
more than just facts about the past; it is a narrative told from a
particular perspective. A proverb from Africa, “Until lions have their
own historians, tales of the hunt shall always glorify the hunter,”
captures this best. Most of the scholarship about psychological assess-
ment comes from very specific nationalities and cultures, which does
not truly reflect the diversity and breadth of histories pertaining to
the field. Covering  countries, this collection gives voice to those
that have previously been under represented and sometimes margin-
alized. This book not only describes important moments in psycho-
logical assessment from around the globe, but also equips readers
with the tools to map the future of psychological assessment across
nations. It advocates for a more globally inclusive science of assess-
ment that holds promise for enhancing creativity and innovation in
the field.

  is Professor of Psychology and the Head of
Department of Psychology at the University of the Witwatersrand,
South Africa. She serves as founding Editor of the African Journal of
Psychological Assessment, and Associate Editor of the South African
Journal of Psychology and editorial board member for the International
Journal of Testing.
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The Educational and Psychological Testing in a Global Context series
features advanced theory, research, and practice in the areas of international
testing and assessment in psychology, education, counseling, organizational
behavior, human resource management and all related disciplines. It aims to
explore, in great depth, the national and cultural idiosyncrasies of test use and
how they affect the psychometric quality of assessments and the decisions made
on the basis of measures. Our hope is to contribute to the quality of measurement
and to facilitate the work of professionals who must use practices or measures with
which they may be unfamiliar or adapt familiar measures to a local context.
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Series Editor’s Foreword

In the last several decades, globalization has influenced the lives of all
people. Business and education, as well as scientific disciplines, have all
experienced the need to understand and work with people whose political,
social, cultural, and linguistic origins are often very different. This has been
true of psychology, education, and other social science disciplines. These
developments also have important implications for the development and
use of measures of human individual differences. Business and educational
institutions using tests and institutions interested in certifying or accred-
iting test users have all experienced the challenges and opportunities
generated by increased globalization.

Recognizing the need for the education of psychometricians and users of
tests, Jean Cardinet spearheaded the formation of the International Test
Commission (ITC) in the late s and early s. It was formally
established in . Current members include scholars and institutions
from most of the European and North American countries as well as some
countries in the Middle and Far East, Africa, and South America.

The major goals of the ITC are the exchange of information among
members and furthering cooperation on problems related to the construction,
distribution, and use of psychological measures and diagnostic tools. To accom-
plish these goals, the ITC has initiated a number of educational activities. The
ITC has also developed and published guidelines on quality control in scoring;
test analysis and reporting of test scores; adapting tests for use in various
linguistic and cultural contexts; test use in general; and computer-based and
internet-delivered testing; as well as a test taker’s guide to technology-based
testing. The ITC publishes the peer-reviewed journal International Journal of
Testing, which seeks to publish papers of interest to a cross-disciplinary interna-
tional audience in the area of testing and measurement. In , the ITC led
the effort to produce the International Handbook of Testing and Assessment.

In , the ITC proposed to Cambridge University Press a series of books
on issues related to the development and use of tests. The goal of the series is

xii
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to advance theory, research, and practice in the areas of international testing
and assessment in psychology, education, counseling, organizational behavior,
human resource management, and related disciplines. This series seeks to
explore topics in more depth than was possible in the Handbook or in any
single volume. The series will explore the national and cultural idiosyncrasies
of test use and how they affect the psychometric quality of assessments and the
decisions made on the basis of those measures. As such, we hope the series will
contribute to the quality of measurement, but that it will also facilitate the
work of professionals who must use practices or measures with which they
may be unfamiliar or adapt familiar measures to a local context. We have
asked both ITC members and other scholars familiar with a topic, and who
are also familiar with the global situation related to various topics, to be the
editors and contributors to individual volumes.
We are especially pleased to see this series develop and are confident that

the books in the series will contribute to the effectiveness of testing and
assessment throughout the world. Since the initiation of the series, we have
hoped to produce a volume on the history of testing in various parts of the
world. With the publication of this volume, we have realized that goal. It
was a monumental effort and, thanks to the perseverance and vision of
Sumaya Laher, I believe it is a really significant contribution to our
understanding of how testing technology and practice have developed in
various parts of the world. Most history “buffs” credit the Chinese civil
service exams begun around  BCE as the first high-stakes examina-
tions. These tests were discontinued in  just as the rest of the world
was beginning to develop and use standardized measures of human char-
acteristics. This book details the efforts of scientists in various countries to
develop tests and assessments during the twentieth century and the begin-
ning of the twenty-first century. There are certainly commonalities across
these efforts, but there have also been many unique approaches to testing
embedded in local cultures as well. This book should be helpful to those
scientists and practitioners who seek to understand differences in testing
across countries and cultures, to adapt their practices to those cultures
when appropriate and desired, and to benefit from the new ideas extant in
various parts of our planet. It is our hope that this volume will contribute
to the efforts of the ITC to promote good testing practices worldwide.
We hope to publish a book at least biennially and encourage scholars

who might be interested in developing a book proposal that addresses
assessment in an international context to talk with the series editor, the
ITC president, or other ITC leaders.

Neal Schmitt
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