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The ‘ethical turn’ in anthropology has been one of the most vibrant develop-

ments in the discipline in the past quarter-century. It has fostered new dia-

logue between anthropology and philosophy, psychology, and theology and

seen a wealth of theoretical innovation and influential ethnographic studies.

This book brings together a global team of established and emerging leaders in

the field and makes the results of this fast-growing body of diverse research

available in one volume. Topics covered include: the philosophical and other

intellectual sources of the ethical turn; inter-disciplinary dialogues; emerging

conceptualizations of core aspects of ethical agency such as freedom, respon-

sibility, and affect; and the diverse ways in which ethical thought and practice

are institutionalized in social life, both intimate and institutional.

Authoritative and cutting-edge, it is essential reading for researchers and

students in anthropology, philosophy, psychology, and theology and will set

the agenda for future research in the field.

J AMES LA ID LAW is William Wyse Professor of Social Anthropology at the

University of Cambridge and Fellow of King’s College. He is the author of The

Archetypal Actions of Ritual (with Caroline Humphrey,1994), Riches and

Renunciation (1995), and The Subject of Virtue (2014), and the editor of The

Essential Edmund Leach (with Stephen Hugh-Jones, 2000), Ritual and Memory

(with Harvey Whitehouse, 2004), Religion, Anthropology, and Cognitive Science

(with Harvey Whitehouse, 2007), and Recovering the Human Subject (with

Barbara Bodenhorn and Martin Holbraad, 2018).
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cambridge handbooks in anthropology

Genuinely broad in scope, each handbook in this series provides a complete

state-of-the-field overview of a subdiscipline or major topic of anthropological

study and research. Grouped into broad thematic areas, the chapters in each

volume encompass themost important issues and themeswithin each subject,

offering a coherent picture of the latest theories and findings. Together, the

volumes will build into an integrated overview of the discipline in its entirety.

Published Titles
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The Cambridge Handbook of Material Culture Studies, edited by LuannDe Cunzo and
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