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As Brazilian democracy faces a crisis of legitimacy, political divisions

grow among Catholic, evangelical, and nonreligious citizens. What has

caused religious polarization in Brazilian politics? Does religious poli-

tics shore up or undermine democracy? Religion and Brazilian

Democracy: Mobilizing the People of God uses engaging anecdotes

and draws on a wealth of data from surveys and survey experiments

with clergy, citizens, and legislators to explain the causes and conse-

quences of Brazil’s “culture wars.” Though political parties create

culture-war conflict in established democracies, in Brazil’s weak party

system religious leaders instead drive divisions. Clergy leverage legisla-

tive and electoral politics strategically to promote their own theological

goals and to help their religious groups compete. In the process, they

often lead politicians and congregants. Ultimately, religious politics

pushes Brazilian politics rightward and further fragments parties. Yet

Religion and Brazilian Democracy also demonstrates that clergy-led

politics stabilizes Brazilian democracy and enhances representation.

Amy Erica Smith is Associate Professor of Political Science at Iowa State

University. Smith’s research has attracted funding from the National

Science Foundation, Fulbright, Mellon, and Templeton, and the Award

for Early Achievement in Research at Iowa State University. Her work

on democracy in developing countries has appeared in top political-

science journals and in the Portuguese-language book Legitimidade

e qualidade da democracia no Brasil: Uma visão da cidadania (2011,

with Lucio Rennó, Matthew Layton, and Frederico Batista Pereira).
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Şi cu drag

www.cambridge.org/9781108482110
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48211-0 — Religion and Brazilian Democracy
Amy Erica Smith 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108482110
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48211-0 — Religion and Brazilian Democracy
Amy Erica Smith 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of Figures page viii

List of Tables x

Acknowledgments xi

part i introduction 1

1 Introduction 3

2 Clergy, Congregants, and Religious Politicians 26

3 Methods and Case Studies 46

part ii what clergy think, say, and do 59

4 What Clergy Think and Say: Religious Teachings and Political Views 61

5 What Clergy Do: Encouraging Partisan and Electoral Politics 80

part iii how congregants respond 97

6 Church Influence on Citizens’ Policy Views and Partisanship 99

7 Church Influence on Voting Behavior 113

8 Church Influence on Citizen Support for Democracy 130

part iv representation 147

9 The Representational Triangle 149

10 Conclusion: Mobilizing the People of God 162

Afterword 176

Appendix A. List of Focus Groups and Church Observations 178

Appendix B. Focus-Group Protocol 181

Appendix C. Variable Coding and Information on Studies 183

References 184

Index 203

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108482110
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48211-0 — Religion and Brazilian Democracy
Amy Erica Smith 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Figures

1.1 Religious affiliation in Brazil page 11
1.2 Characteristics of Brazilians choosing non-Catholic

religious affiliations 15

2.1 Relationships of influence and representation within
religious groups 44

3.1 Membership changes, outreach, and competition (clergy
reports) 52

3.2 Core religious beliefs at the sites of the quantitative
congregational study 56

4.1 Priorities in policy-related teachings, by religious tradition 65

4.2 Competitive threat affects core and policy-related
teachings – but only among Catholics 69

4.3 Perceived state neutrality or bias 75

4.4 Determinants of perceived neutrality or bias of the political system 76

5.1 Church-leader discussion of election campaigns 83

5.2 Competitive threat affects legislative advocacy and candidate
endorsements 90

5.3 The quasi-experimental impact of the grievance treatment
on clergy support for political activism 95

6.1 Religious affiliation and policy preferences 103

6.2 Religious affiliation and support for the Workers’ Party 105

6.3 Clustering in policy views at eight congregations and
community sites 108

6.4 Determinants of variance in policy views 111

7.1 Campaigning and electoral discussion in eight
congregations, Juiz de Fora, 2014 118

7.2 Congregational messages and turnout in Juiz de Fora,
2008, and Brazil, 2014 121

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781108482110
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48211-0 — Religion and Brazilian Democracy
Amy Erica Smith 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

7.3 Experimental impact of clergy campaigning and candidate
issue stances on citizens 125

7.4 The impact of candidate religious characteristics, by
respondent secular norms 127

8.1 Attitudes toward the political system within eight
congregations 134

8.2 Determinants of attitudes toward the state and democratic regime 135

8.3 Religious affiliation and intergroup attitudes 138

8.4 Religion, church attendance, and political tolerance 140

8.5 Protest participation by religious affiliation, over time 144

9.1 Policy views of federal legislators, by religion 154

9.2 Differences between Catholics and evangelicals in policy
attitudes, for clergy, citizens, and legislators 156

9.3 The perceived electoral bases of federal legislators, by religion 159

List of Figures ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108482110
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48211-0 — Religion and Brazilian Democracy
Amy Erica Smith 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Tables

3.1 Sample statistics, clergy study page 51
5.1 Characteristics associated with clergy support for

political activity (all religious traditions combined) 93

x

www.cambridge.org/9781108482110
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48211-0 — Religion and Brazilian Democracy
Amy Erica Smith 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgments

As always in a project of this scope, I have acquired legion debts to people and
institutions over the course of the research and writing of this book. First,
I gratefully acknowledge a number of sources of external funding. A Fulbright
Postdoctoral Fellowship funded my research stay in Brazil in July–November,
2014, and a Small Research Grant from the American Political Science
Association helped to fund the quantitative and qualitative studies I executed
in that period. A Regional Faculty Research-Travel Award from the Center for
Latin American and Caribbean Studies at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee funded a planning visit in 2014, prior to my extended research
trip. A National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Improvement
Grant (Award Number 0921716) helped to support both the 2008 Local
Elections Study and the 2010 Brazil Electoral Panel Study.

Straddling the line between internal and external funding is the support
I have received from the Kellogg Institute for International Studies at the
University of Notre Dame, where I was a Visiting Fellow in the 2016–2017

academic year. The Kellogg Institute provided material support for writing and
research over the course of that year, as well as opportunities to present and
workshopmywork. The Institute also funded a book workshop at Notre Dame
in April, 2017. I am tremendously grateful to Director Paolo Carozza and
Associate Director Sharon Schierling, and to the Institute’s truly exceptional
and much-loved professional staff, including Denise Wright, Judy Bartlett,
Karen Clay, Therese Hanlon, and Elizabeth Rankin.

Finally, internally to Iowa State University (ISU), this research has been
supported by three Faculty Small Grant Awards from the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences (2012–2013, 2014–2015, and 2016–2017), and by two
Foreign Travel Grants from the Provost’s Office. For help weaving all of these
resources together, I am very grateful to my chair, Mack Shelley, who has been
committed to . . . well, as one would say in Portuguese, “dar um jeito” – Mack
has always been sure we can find a way to make all the funding sources and

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108482110
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48211-0 — Religion and Brazilian Democracy
Amy Erica Smith 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

travel plans and research leaves work out. I am also indebted to two highly
capable administrative support professionals in the Department of Political
Science at ISU, Shirley Barnes and Donna Burkhart, who have worked with
me – sometimes in spite of me – to try to make sure people get paid.

I also owe debts of gratitude to several people and institutions for access to
data. Thanks to the Latin American Public Opinion Project (LAPOP) and its
major supporters (the United States Agency for International Development, the
Inter-American Development Bank, and Vanderbilt University) for making the
AmericasBarometer data available. I am especially grateful for advanced access
to the 2017 Brazilian survey. Thanks also to Tim Power and César Zucco for
early access to the 2013 Brazilian Legislative Studies (BLS), and for introducing
me and Taylor Boas to those data byway of an invitation to a 2014workshop at
Oxford. Last, Lucas Mingardi, Rafael Mucinhato, and Sergio Simoni, doctoral
candidates at the University of São Paulo, kindly shared with me data they had
painstakingly compiled on the religious affiliations of all Brazilian deputies
from the return to democracy through the 2007–2010 legislative period.

In Brazil, I have been very fortunate to have the help and friendship of many
people. My longest-running debt is to Ana Paula Evangelista Almeida, with
whom I have beenworking since 2008. Ana Paula and I first crossed paths when
she and Rafaela Reis – at the time both highly competent undergraduates in the
Department of Social Sciences at the Federal University of Juiz de Fora (UFJF) –
worked as my research assistants supervising a team of other undergraduate
interviewers in a study of the 2008 local election in Juiz de Fora. When
I returned to the same city in 2014 and 2017, Ana Paula worked as my
research coordinator and fieldwork supervisor. Much of the data presented in
this book bears Ana Paula’s thumbprints. Ana Paula is supersmart,
intellectually curious, hardworking, creative, funny, generous, and frugal with
other people’s money. Our work has been a true partnership, and I have learned
much from her. I am delighted that she will soon be finishing her own PhD in
rural sociology. She is already an excellent professor.

I have benefited frommany other excellent research assistants in Brazil. Two
who stand out are Rafaela Reis (the abovementioned supervisor in 2008, and
herself now a professor at the UFJF) andMarianaGonzales, whoworked on the
2014 study. I am particularly grateful to Mariana for her extraordinarily good
summaries/transcripts of the focus groups we conducted. The 2014 research
also benefited from the research assistance of Pedro Makla, Suelen Masson,
Linecker Mauler, MarlonMoreira, and Aylla Prata in Juiz de Fora; Paulo Vítor
Del Rey da Silva and Júlia Vieira dos Santos in Rio de Janeiro; and Suiany Silva
de Moraes, Tuany Sousa, and Erivaldo Teixeira in Fortaleza. Thanks to Jakson
Alves de Aquino, professor at the Federal University of Ceará, and to Cesar
Zucco, professor at the Instituto Getúlio Vargas (IGV) in Rio, for their help
finding student research assistants in those two cities. Thanks also to Cesar and
Dani for their hospitality at the IGV.

xii Acknowledgments

www.cambridge.org/9781108482110
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48211-0 — Religion and Brazilian Democracy
Amy Erica Smith 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

In the preliminary stages of this research, several students helped with
literature reviews; thanks to Luíza Helena Almeida at the University of
Brasília and Joe Gettemy and Marisa Wilson at Iowa State University. Joe’s
work was distinguished by intellectual curiosity and excellent language ability.

At the UFJF, I am grateful for intellectual community and practical help from
Magali Cunha (a professor at theMethodist University of São Paulowho visited
UFJF), as well as UFJF professors Emerson Sena Silveira and Marta Mendes.

I have three collaborators with whom I have been writing and thinking about
Brazilian politics for much of my academic career. Barry Ames (my dissertation
advisor), Taylor Boas, andMatt Layton have each shaped the way I think about
political behavior in Brazil. My debts to these three are practical as well as
intellectual. Matt and Barry both read and workshopped the manuscript.
Taylor was my collaborator in collecting the data for the two online studies
conducted via Facebook recruitment in 2012 and 2014, and he and I have
coauthored a paper using the BLS data, exploring opinion congruence
between evangelical voters and politicians. Taylor and I, in particular, have
been walking parallel and sometimes overlapping paths as we work to
understand religion and politics in Brazil.

Beyond Barry and Matt, four other people participated in my book
workshop at Kellogg. I am very grateful to Mark Brockway, Fr. Bob Dowd,
Emma Rosenberg, and Guillermo Trejo for reading the manuscript, and for
their insightful advice.

I am also deeply indebted to the ever kind and smart Dave Campbell, as well
as his coeditors within this Cambridge series; and to Sara Doskow at
Cambridge, who has been a model of professionalism. Two anonymous
reviewers helped me improve this manuscript tremendously – thank you for
your patience and insight.

Parts of what would eventually become this book have been presented at
a number of institutions, including talks at Oxford University, Purdue
University, the University of Notre Dame, the University of Western Ontario,
and the Inter-American Development Bank. I have also presented this work in
a conference format at the 2012 meeting of the Latin American Studies
Association, the 2013 Annual Meetings of the American and Southern
Political Science Associations, and the 2015 Meeting of the Midwest Political
Science Association. I workshopped this work in reading groups at ISU and
Kellogg, and in the online Gender and Political Psychology group.

Beyond those I’ve already mentioned, at Kellogg I suffered (yes, suffered!)
from feedback from many smart people, including Juan Albarracín, Márcio
Bahia, Rodrigo Castro Cornejo, Hernán Flom, Lauren Honig, Stuart Kirsch,
Victor Maqque, Ann Mische, Maggie Triyana, George Tsebelis, and Samuel
Valenzuela. Outside Kellogg, I am grateful for comments at various points in
this long project from Paul Djupe, Cornelia Flora, Ken Greene, Fran Hagopian,
Jonathan Hassid, Erin Heidt-Forsythe, Greg Love, Dave Peterson, Tim Power,
Rachel Riedl, Heather Rice, Robert Urbatsch, and L. J. Zigerell. Aaron Javsicas

Acknowledgments xiii

www.cambridge.org/9781108482110
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48211-0 — Religion and Brazilian Democracy
Amy Erica Smith 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

and Robin Globus Veldman gave extensive and very useful feedback on an early
version of the prospectus, and Jay McCann and Liz Zechmeister provided
insightful comments on a later version of the same. More generally, Jay, Liz,
and Paul have been exemplars of friendship and mentorship over these many
years. Though David Samuels has not commented on this project, discussions
with him about partisanship and voting behavior in Brazil shaped my thinking
as I was writing the book.

Earlier versions of pieces of this book were previously published in two
articles: “When Clergy Are Threatened: Catholic and Protestant Leaders and
Political Activism in Brazil,” Politics and Religion 9 (3): 431–55, in 2016; and
“Democratic Talk in Church: Religion and Political Socialization in the Context
of Urban Inequality,” World Development 99 (November 2017): 441–51.
Thanks to Cambridge University Press and to Elsevier.

Many people opened their homes and hearts to me and my family in Brazil.
José Luiz Britto Bastos and Dalila Freitas were extraordinarily helpful and
hospitable with my 2014 research visit, and became my children’s “Brazilian
grandparents.” Lilián Costa Magalhães, whom I met in 2014, became a good
friend, and she and seven-year-old Luiza were excellent hosts in 2017. Finally,
I am grateful for my time with Elisângela Andrade, a dear friend whom I met in
2008 and who became my children’s nanny when I returned in 2014. Elisângela
passed away in July 2015.

And last, my “real” family. Tibi Chelcea has been with me all the way from
my first visit to a Catholic parish in the city of Juiz de Fora in 2008. He spent
nine months with me in Brazil in 2008–2009, and four months in 2014. He has
managed with remarkable good humor my research trips away, my
conferencing, and my general distractedness and workaholic tendencies, and
he has never failed in his confidence in me and my work. I am so lucky to have
suckered this kind, cheerful feminist into putting up with me and taking care of
our two boys all these years. Mymom, Esther Smith, and mother-in-law, Adina
Chelcea, have also been pillars of our little village, helping with childcare, cat-
sitting, plant-sitting, etc. Oscar and Adam joined our family on this journey,
and came along for the ride to Juiz de Fora in 2014 and South Bend in
2016–2017; they are the most wonderful distractions from work. This book is
dedicated to Tibi, Oscar, and Adam.

xiv Acknowledgments

www.cambridge.org/9781108482110
www.cambridge.org

