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In the late fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, courtliness was crucial to the
political and cultural life of the Deccan. Divided between six states
competing for territory, resources and skills, the medieval and early
modern Deccan was a region of striking ethnic, linguistic and religious
diversity. People used multifaceted transregional networks — mercantile,
kinship, friendship and intellectual — to move across the Persian-
speaking world and to find employment at the Deccan courts. This
movement, Emma J. Flatt argues, was facilitated by the existence of
a shared courtly disposition. Engagement in courtly skills such as letter
writing, perfume making, astrological divination, performing magic,
swordfighting and wrestling thus became a route to both worldly success
and ethical refinement. Using a diverse range of treatises, chronicles,
poetry and letters, Flatt unpicks the ways this challenged networks of
acceptable behaviour and knowledge in the Indo-Islamicate courtly
world — and challenges the idea of perpetual hostility between Islam
and Hinduism in Indian history.

Emma J. Flatt is Associate Professor of History at the University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill.
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Shihab al-Din Mahmud 1482-1518
Ahmad IV 1518-20
Ala al-Din 1520-3
Wali Allah 1523-6
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Nizam Shahi Sultans of Ahmadnagar Reigned

Husain 1553-65
Murtaza 1565-88
Miran Husain 1588-9
Ismail 1589-91
Burhan II 1591-5
Ibrahim 1595
Ahmad II 1595
Bahadur 1595-1600
Murtaza I1 1600-10
Burhan IIT 1610-31
Husain IIT 1631-3
Murtaza III 1633-6
Qutb Shahi Sultans of Golkonda Reigned
Sultan Quli Qutb c. 1518-43
Jamshid 1543-50
Subhan 1550
Ibrahim 1550-80
Muhammad Quli 1580-1611
Muhammad 1611-26
Abdullah 1626-72
Abu al-Hasan 1672-87
Imad Shahi Sultans of Berar Reigned
Fath Allah Imad c. 1490-1510
Ala al-Din 1510-30
Darya 1530-61
Burhan 1562-74
Barid Shahi Sultans of Bidar Reigned
Qasim Barid c. 1489-1504
Amir 1504-43
Ali 1543-80
Ibrahim 1580-7
Amir 1591-1600
Mirza Ali 1600-9
Amir IT 1609-19
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