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In this volume, Mark Douglas offers a new vision of the history of
Christian pacifism within the context of a warming world. He narrates
this story in a way that recognizes the complexities of the tradition and
aligns it with a coherent theological vision, one that shapes the tradition
to encompass the new causes and types of wars fought during the
Anthropocene. Along the way, Douglas draws from research in
historical climatology to recover the overlooked role that climate
changes have always played in shaping not only the Christian pacifist
tradition but also the movement of traditions through western history.
Scholars across a range of disciplines — peace studies, Christian theology
and history, environmentalism, and environmental conflict studies — will
benefit from this model of critical and charitable engagement with the
complex history of Christian pacifism, the resources of which will be
important for addressing wars in a warming world.

Mark Douglas is Professor of Christian Ethics at Columbia Theological
Seminary. He is the author of Confessing Christ in the 21st Century and
Believing Aloud: Reflections on Being Religious in the Public Square.
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There is no “I” in “book”. As much as spending time hunched over
a computer or digging through library stacks are solitary enterprises,
good books come about through the work of others: writers who came
before us, scholars around the world who now share their wisdom with
us, colleagues who gather round us, draft-readers who offer suggestions to
us, and friends and family who support us. This brief acknowledgments
section notes only some of the more prominent among those who have
made this book possible; as such, it functions, synecdochally, as
recognition for many. Those who go unmentioned below do so not
because they don’t warrant my gratitude but because my faulty memory
hasn’t brought them to mind as I write.

As the afterword notes, this is not the book I had initially intended to
write. The changes that the manuscript underwent on the way from
moving in one direction to becoming this very different book can be
either partially blamed on or significantly credited to a range of
conversation partners who not only enriched it but continue to enrich
me. Among these I mention Ellen Ott-Marshall, Ted Smith, and Ian
McFarland at Emory University, Kim Cobb at Georgia Tech, Kipton
Jensen at Morehouse College, Kevin O’Brien at Pacific Lutheran
University, and Ernst Conradie at the University of the Western Cape in
South Africa. Thanks to all of them.

This book has benefitted from many people who read particular
chapters of it in draft form and offered feedback that strengthened it
and me. Among them are my colleagues at Columbia Theological
Seminary (CTS), especially those who read a version of Chapter 7
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colleague in ethics at CTS, Dr. Marcia Riggs, whose own work on
religious ethical mediation is proving helpful to any number of people
who study and train in the practices of conflict transformation. Beyond
CTS, 1 shared Chapter 8 with a number of colleagues in Emory
University’s Graduate Division of Religion, including Liz Bounds and
Bryan Ellrod, as well as the aforementioned Ted Smith and Ellen Ott-
Marshall and the soon-to-be mentioned Brian Powers. The Reformed
Theology Reading Group (James Calvin Davis, Roger Gench, Elizabeth
Hinson-Hasty, and Doug Ottati) suffered through rough drafts of
Chapters 2 and 5 in order to reduce the suffering of those who now read
this book. And comments from the reviewers who read the manuscript for
Cambridge University Press were especially helpful in streamlining and
strengthening the Introduction and Chapter 6. Thanks to all of them.
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in the book’s production. Beatrice Rehl and Eilidh Burrett at Cambridge
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ways of the best editors. Colleagues on the board of Georgia Interfaith
Power and Light were constant sources of encouragement. My family —
especially my wife, Rev. Lindsay Armstrong, our daughter, Logan
Armstrong Douglas, as well as my in-laws, Jim and Bev Armstrong — put
up with my crabby periods and celebrated my small victories. Thanks to
all of them.

A generous grant from the Nohria Family Charitable Fund allowed me
to hire a former student and current colleague, Dr. Brian Powers, to do
editorial work on the manuscript as well as compile the bibliography and
put together the index. Thanks to the Fund and Dr. Virinder Nohria for
their willingness to fund my “War in a Warming World” project and to
Brian for his careful and gracious editorial work. Though it is perhaps
a bit odd to advertise a book from one press in the pages in another,
I would nevertheless encourage readers to buy and read Brian’s book, Full
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Press, 2019). It is totally worth it.

Between the time that the first draft of this book was completed and the
time of its publication, the world lost a great man: Rev. Dr. David Bartlett.
In his career(s) as a pastor and scholar, David exemplified collegiality in its
most profound and magically light-hearted ways. To say that he was
a friend to many only begins to capture the way David created and built
friendships wherever he went. Along with many students and colleagues at

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108476485
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47648-5 — Christian Pacifism for an Environmental Age

Mark Douglas
Frontmatter
More Information

viii Acknowledgments

CTS, I was fortunate that he was willing to give up his first retirement from
Yale Divinity School and join the faculty at CTS — and that after he retired
(again, this time from CTS, and then, yet again, from Trinity Presbyterian
Church of Atlanta), the two of us were able to continue to work together
on a range of projects and share many and wide-ranging conversations,
sometimes with our spouses and/or kids and sometimes just the two of us.
In our time together, David was, among other things, a wise mentor,
thoughtful colleague, careful editor, willing co-conspirator, easy travel-
partner, engaging co-preacher, gracious host, and good friend. I expect his
voice will be easy to pick out among all those that compose the rest of the
heavenly choir when next we meet. Although his own academic work was
in the areas of New Testament and homiletics, David nevertheless
manifested in his life and work many of the best practices of
peacemaking and peacebuilding that will be so necessary for life in the
Anthropocene. I dedicate this book to him.
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