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The Enlightenment and the British Colonies

Volume  offers an introduction to the Enlightenment, which

served as the shared background for virtually all revolutionary

turmoil, and the American Revolution, which inaugurated the

Age of Revolutions. Beginning with a thorough introduction, the

volume covers international rivalry, the importance of slavery,

and the reformist mindset that prevailed on the eve of the

revolutionary era. It addresses the traditional argument on

whether the Enlightenment truly caused revolutions, concluding

that the reverse is more apt: revolutions helped to create the

Enlightenment as a body of thought. The volume continues with

a regional and thematic assessment of the American Revolution,

revealing how numerous groups in British America – including

Black and Indigenous people – pursued their own agendas and

faced interests at odds with the principles of the revolution.

W K is Professor and the Robert H. and Virginia

N. Scotland Endowed Chair in History and International

Relations at Clark University. He is the (co-)author and (co-)

editor of twelve books. His monograph The Dutch Moment: War,

Trade, and Settlement in the Seventeenth-Century Atlantic World won

the Biennial Book Award of the Forum on Early-Modern Empires

and Global Interactions and the Hendricks Award of the New

Netherland Institute.
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Edited by

 

In three volumes, The Cambridge History of the Age of Atlantic

Revolutions brings together experts on all corners of the Atlantic

World who reveal the age in all its complexity. The Age of

Atlantic Revolutions formed the transition from an era marked

by monarchical rule, privileges, and colonialism to an age that

stood out for republican rule, legal equality, and the sovereignty

of American nations. The seventy-one chapters included reflect

the latest trends and discussions on this transformative part of

history, not only highlighting the causes, key events, and conse-

quences of the revolutions, but also stressing political experimen-

tation, contingency, and the survival of colonial institutions. The

volumes also examine the attempts of enslaved and indigenous

people, and free people of color, to change their plight, offering a

much-needed revision to R. R. Palmer’s first synthesis of this era

sixty years ago.
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