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Borderland Memories

In the 1980s, as China transitioned to the post-Mao era, a state-

sponsored oral history project led to the publication of local, regional,

and national histories. They took the form of written and transcribed

personal testimonies of events that preceded the turmoil of both the

Cultural Revolution and, in many cases, the Communist victory in

1949. Known as wenshi ziliao, these publications represent an intense

process of historical memory production that has received little scholarly

attention. Hitherto unexamined archival materials and oral histories

reveal unresolved tensions in post–Cultural Revolution reconciliation

and mobilization, informing negotiations between local elites and the

state, and between Party and non-Party organizations. Taking the

northeast Russia–Manchuria borderlands as a case study, Martin

T. Fromm examines the creation of post-Mao identities, political mobi-

lization, and knowledge production in China.

Martin T. Fromm is an assistant professor at Worcester State University.

He is the editor of the academic journalCurrents in Teaching and Learning.
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Cambridge Studies in the History of the People’s Republic of China

Series Editors

Jeremy Brown, Jacob Eyferth, Daniel Leese, Michael Schoenhals

Cambridge Studies in the History of the People’s Republic of China is a major

series of ambitious works in the social, political, and cultural history of socialist

China. Aided by a wealth of new sources, recent research pays close attention to

regional differences, to perspectives from the social and geographical margins,

and to the unintended consequences of Communist Party rule. Books in the series

contribute to this historical reevaluation by presenting the most stimulating and

rigorously researched works in the field to a broad audience. The series invites

submissions from a variety of disciplines and approaches, based on written,

material, or oral sources. Particularly welcome are those works that bridge the

1949 and 1978 divides, and those that seek to understand China in an

international or global context.
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Studies of theWeatherhead East Asian Institute, ColumbiaUniversity

The Studies of theWeatherhead East Asian Institute of ColumbiaUniversity were

inaugurated in 1962 to bring to a wider public the results of significant new

research on modern and contemporary East Asia.

A list of titles in this series can be found at the back of the book.
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This book is dedicated to my lovely wife, Minjin
Fromm. I can’t wait to see what’s on the next page

of our blessed life together.
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