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The Islamic State in Britain

Drawing on extensive ield research with activists on the streets of 

London, Michael Kenney provides the irst ethnographic study of a 

European network implicated in terrorist attacks and sending ighters 

to the Islamic State. For over twenty years, al- Muhajiroun (Arabic for 

“the Emigrants”) strived to create an Islamic state in Britain through 

high- risk activism. A number of Emigrants engaged in violence, while 

others joined the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. Kenney explains why 

young Britons joined the Emigrants, how they radicalized and adapted 

their activism, and why many of them eventually left. Through an inno-

vative mix of ethnography and network analysis, Kenney explains the 

structure and processes behind this outlawed network and explores its 

remarkable resilience. What emerges is a complex, nuanced portrait 

that demystiies the Emigrants while challenging conventional wisdom 

on radicalization and countering violent extremism.

Michael Kenney is Associate Professor of International Affairs at the 

University of Pittsburgh. He is the author of From Pablo to Osama: 

Traficking and Terrorist Networks, Government Bureaucracies, and 

Competitive Adaptation, among other publications. His new book, The 

Islamic State in Britain, is based on extensive ield work on al- Muhajiroun, 

an outlawed activist network in the United Kingdom. His research has 

been supported by the National Science Foundation, the Ofice of Naval 

Research, the National Institute of Justice, and other institutions.
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STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

Edited by Mark Granovetter

The series Structural Analysis in the Social Sciences presents studies that  
analyze social behavior and institutions by reference to relations among such 
concrete social entities as persons, organizations, and nations. Relational 
analysis contrasts on the one hand with reductionist methodological indi-
vidualism and on the other with macro- level determinism, whether based on 
technology, material conditions, economic conlict, adaptive evolution, or 
functional imperatives. In this more intellectually lexible, structural middle 
ground, analysts situate actors and their relations in a variety of contexts. 
Since the series began in 1987, its authors have variously focused on small 
groups, history, culture, politics, kinship, aesthetics, economics, and complex 
organizations, creatively theorizing how these shape and in turn are shaped 
by social relations. Their style and methods have ranged widely, from intense, 
long- term ethnographic observation to highly abstract mathematical models. 
Their disciplinary afiliations have included history, anthropology, sociology, 
political science, business, economics, mathematics, and computer science. 
Some have made explicit use of social network analysis, including many of the 
cutting- edge and standard works of that approach, whereas others have kept 
formal analysis in the background and used “networks” as a fruitful orienting 
metaphor. All have in common a sophisticated and revealing approach that 
forcefully illuminates our complex social world.

Recent Books in the Series

Wouter De Nooy, Andrej Mrvar, and Vladimir Batagelj, Exploratory Social 
Network Analysis with Pajek: Revised and Expanded Edition for Updated 
Software

Darius Mehri, Iran Auto

Navid Hassanpour, Leading from the Periphery and Network Collective Action

Cheol- Sung Lee, When Solidarity Works

Benjamin Cornwell, Social Sequence Analysis

Mariela Szwarcberg, Mobilizing Poor Voters

Luke M. Gerdes, ed., Illuminating Dark Networks
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