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In the sixth century Byzantine emperors secured the provinces of the
Balkans by engineering a frontier system of unprecedented complex-
ity. Drawing on literary, archaeological, anthropological, and numis-
matic sources Andrei Gandila argues that cultural attraction was a
crucial component of the political frontier of exclusion in the north-
ern Balkans. If left unattended, the entire edifice could easily collapse
under its own weight. Through a detailed analysis of the archaeo-
logical evidence the author demonstrates that communities living
beyond the frontier competed for access to Byzantine goods and
reshaped their identity as a result of continual negotiation, reinven-
tion, and hybridization. In the hands of “barbarians” Byzantine
objects, such as coins, jewelry, and terracotta lamps, possessed more
than functional or economic value, bringing social prestige,
conveying religious symbolism embedded in the iconography, and
offering a general sense of sharing in the Early Byzantine provincial
lifestyle.
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coin-pendants [257]

39. Coins as jewelry: coin-necklace from Dzhiginka, Russia; coin-set from Malo

Pereshchepyne, Ukraine; and early modern coin-necklace from

Madagascar [275]

40. Early Byzantine gold, silver, and bronze coins modified to be displayed as

jewelry [276]

xvi Figures

www.cambridge.org/9781108470421
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47042-1 — Cultural Encounters on Byzantium's Northern Frontier, c. AD 500–700
Andrei Gandila 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Illustration Credits

Figure 18,

nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 9:
F. Topoleanu, Ceramica romană și romano-bizantină de la

Halmyris (Tulcea: Institutul de Cercetări Eco-Muzeale,

2000), 350-357, pl. LVIII/470, pl. LIX/474-475, pl. LX/485,

and pl. LXV/525. [page 145]

Figure 18,

nos. 5, 8, and 10:

A. Diaconescu, “Lămpi târzii și paleobizantine din fosta

provincie Dacia,” EN 5 (1995): 265-279, pl. III/1a, pl. V/5a,

and pl. VII/1a. [145]

Figure 18, no. 6: M. Glumac, “Glinene svetiljke iz kasnoantichke zbirke

Narodnog Muzeja u Beogradu,” Zbornik Narodnog Muzeja

17, no. 1 (2001): 218, fig. 8. [145]

Figure 18, no. 7: K. Kalchev, “Antichni i kusnoantichni lampi ot Stara

Zagora,” IMIB 5 (1982): 15, pl. IV/4. [145]

Figure 18, no. 11: Z. Hajnal, “Késő antik jellegű kerámia a Kölked-Feketekapui

avar kori telepről 2005,” CAH (2005): 180, fig. 2/1. [145]

Figure 18, no. 12: S. Dolinescu-Ferche and M. Constantinescu, “Un

établissement du VIe siècle à Bucarest (Découvertes de la rue

Soldat Ghivan),” Dacia 25 (1981): 319, fig. 16/7a. [145]

Figure 19, nos. 1-2: A. Măgureanu and B. Ciupercă, “The 6th-8th centuries

metallurgical activity from Budureasca Valley. The molds,”

AMN 41-42, no. 1 (2004-2005): 313, fig. 5/2 and 5/9. [146]

Figure 19, no. 3: D. G. Teodor, “Ateliers byzantins des VIe-VIIIe siècles au

nord du Bas-Danube,” EBPB 5 (2006): 196, fig. 4. [146]

Figure 19, no. 4: D. G. Teodor, Civilizaţia romanică la est de Carpaţi în

secolele V-VII (aşezarea de la Botoşana-Suceava) (Bucharest:

Editura Academiei RSR, 1984), 99, fig. 20/1. [146]

Figure 19, nos. 5-6: I. S. Vinokur, Slov’ians’kyi iuveliry Podnistrov’ia. Za

materialamy doslidzhen’ Bernashivs’kogo kompleksu

seredyny I tys. n. e. (Kam’ianets’ Podil’s’kyy: Oium, 1997),

54, fig. 16; 81, fig. 34. [146]

Figure 20, no. 1: A. V. Bodianskii, “Arkheologicheskie nakhodki v

Dneprovskom nadporozh’e,” SA (1960), no. 1: 273,

fig. 1/7. [149]

Figure 20, no. 2: L. M. Rutkovskaia, “Arkheologicheskie pamiatniki IV-VI

vv. v raione Kremenchugskogo moria (Ukraina),” Slovenská

Archeológia 27 (1979): 341, fig. 22/9. [149]
xvii

www.cambridge.org/9781108470421
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47042-1 — Cultural Encounters on Byzantium's Northern Frontier, c. AD 500–700
Andrei Gandila 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Figure 20, no. 3: D. G. Teodor, “Fibules byzantines des Ve-VIIe siècles dans

l’espace carpato-danubien-pontique,” EBPB 3 (1997): 73,

fig. 3/9. [149]

Figure 20, no. 4: L. V. Vakulenko and O. M. Prykhodniuk, Slavianskie poseleniia

I tys. n.e. u s. Sokol na Srednem Dnestre (Kiev: Naukova Dumka,

1984), 57, fig. 32/9. [149]

Figure 20, no. 5: R. Popovici, “Două piese vestimentare din secolele VI-VII

descoperite la Borniş-Neamţ,” AM 12 (1988): 250, fig.

1/2. [149]

Figure 20, no. 6: D. G. Teodor, The East-Carpathian Area of Romania in the

V-XI Centuries A.D. BAR International Series 81 (Oxford: BAR,

1980), fig. 11/3. [149]

Figure 20, no. 7: A. Petre, La romanité en Scythie Mineure (IIe-VIIe siècles de

notre ère). Recherches archéologiques (Bucharest: AIESEE,

1987), pl. 145/239d. [149]

Figure 20, no. 8: A. Kharalambieva, “Dva tipa kusnoantichni fibuli vuv

Varnenskiia muzei,” INMV 25 (1989): pl. VI/7. [149]

Figure 20, no. 9: G. I. Petre and A. Stoican, “O fibulă digitată din nordul

Olteniei,” SCIVA 27, no. 1 (1976): 115, fig. 1a. [149]

Figure 20, no. 10: D. G. Teodor and C. Chiriac, “Noi fibule digitate din

Dobrogea,” Peuce 3-4 (2005-2006): 249, fig. 2. [149]

Figure 20, no. 11: J. Herrmann, “Die fruhmittelalterlichen Siedlungen auf dem

Gelände des Kastells Iatrus,” in Iatrus Krivina. Spätantike

Befestigung und frühmittelalterliche Siedlung an der unteren

Donau. Band I: Ergebnisse der Ausgrabungen 1966-1973, eds.

G. von Bülow et al. (Berlin: Akademie-Verlag, 1979), 114,

fig. 46a. [149]

Figure 20, no. 12: A. Kharalambieva, “Bügelfibeln aus dem 7. Jh. südlich der

unteren Donau,” in Actes du XIIe Congrès international des

sciences préhistoriques et protohistoriques, Bratislava, 1-7

septembre 1991, ed. J. Pavuj (Bratislava: Institut Archéologique

de l’Académie Slovaque des Sciences, 1993), 26, fig. 1/1. [149]

Figure 38,

nos. 1-2 and 4:

K. Parlasca, Repertorio d’arte dell’Egitto Greco-Romano, ed.

A. Adriani, Series B/ Volume I (Palermo: Fondazione “Ignazio

Mormino” del Banco di Sicilia, 1969), pl. 19/78, pl. 34/142, and

pl. 56/226. [257]

Figure 38, no. 3: K. Parlasca, Repertorio d’arte dell’Egitto Greco-Romano, ed.

A. Adriani, Series B/ Volume II (Palermo: Fondazione “Ignazio

Mormino” del Banco di Sicilia, 1977), pl. 98/397. [257]

Figure 39,

nos. 1-2:

V. V. Kropotkin, Klady vizantiiskikh monet na territorii SSSR

(Moscow: Izd-vo Akademii nauk SSSR, 1962), pl. 14/1 and

pl. 16/13-20. [275]

xviii Illustration Credits

www.cambridge.org/9781108470421
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47042-1 — Cultural Encounters on Byzantium's Northern Frontier, c. AD 500–700
Andrei Gandila 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Figure 39, no. 3: J. Chauvicourt and S. Chauvicourt, Numismatique malgache.

Fasc. 3. Les premières monnaies introduites à Madagascar

(Antananarivo: Trano Printy Loterana, 1968), 9, fig. 3. [275]

Figure 40, no. 1: S. V. Gusev, Severo-Vostochnyi Kavkaz v epokhu

srednevekovʹia: monety rasskazyvaiut (Moscow: Institut

etnologii i antropologii RAN, 1995), 46, fig. 1/1. [276]

Figure 40,

nos. 2-3 and 5-6:

P. Somogyi, Byzantinische Fundmünzen der Awarenzeit in

ihrem europäischen Umfeld (Budapest: Institut für

Archäologische Wissenschaften, 2014), 101, fig. 12; 196,

fig. 38; 198, fig. 42; 201, fig. 47. [276]

Figure 40,

nos. 4 and 8:

P. Somogyi, Byzantinische Fundmünzen der Awarenzeit

(Innsbruck: Universitätsverlag Wagner, 1997), 34, no. 17; 67,

no. 52. [276]

Figure 40, no. 7: G. Poenaru Bordea, R. Ocheșeanu, and A. Popeea. Monnaies

byzantines du Musée de Constanţa (Roumanie) (Wetteren:

Moneta, 2004), fig. 753. [276]

Figure 40, no. 9: V. Radić and V. Ivanišević, Byzantine Coins from the National

Museum in Belgrade (Belgrade: Narodni Muzej, 2006),

pl. 20/318. [276]

Figure 40, no. 10: T. Abramishvili, Sakartvelos sakhelmts’ipo muzeumis

bizant’iuri monet’ebi (Tbilisi: Mecniereba, 1965),

pl. V/74. [276]

Illustration Credits xix

www.cambridge.org/9781108470421
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47042-1 — Cultural Encounters on Byzantium's Northern Frontier, c. AD 500–700
Andrei Gandila 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108470421
www.cambridge.org

