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abuse, child 276–7
act utilitarianism 265
adolescence 117–18
adults 115–16, 188
agenda, news media 165
alternative education 298–318

choices of 300–1, 302–9
flexischools 300, 302–4
free schooling 251, 300, 306–7, 316
homeschooling 300, 307–8
Montessori schools 300, 304–5
Steiner/Waldorf schools 300, 305–6
there are no serious alternatives to 

traditional mass education (myth) 
298, 302–9

unschooling 300, 308–9
alternative pedagogies 140
Althusser, Louis 19
ambivalence concept 293
American Association for the 

Advancement of Science (AAAS) 230
Americanisation 216–17, 218–23
anthropogenic climate change 230
anthropology 178
Anti-Discrimination Act 1991 (Qld) 266, 

275–6
anti-discrimination legislation 273
anti-realism 285, 287–8
Apple, Michael 20
Arab Spring 160
Ariès, Philippe 114, 116
Aristotle 250–1, 264, 286
Arnold, Matthew 181
assessment see testing
asylum seekers 169–72
‘at-risk’ youth 104–5, 121, 303
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

(ADHD) 74, 106–7
audit culture 142, 145–6
Australia

British colonial heritage 283, 289
curriculum 177
education in, globalisation issues 

217–18, 223–7
equality in 14–17
law 262, 269–70, 272–6

Australia Literacy Educators’ Association 
(ALEA) 146

Australian, The 157, 163–5, 166, 173
Australian Curriculum Assessment and 

Reporting Authority (ACARA) 247
Australian Primary Principals 

Association (APPA) 144
Australian Research Institute for 

Environment and Sustainability 
(ARIES) 232

Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative 
(AuSSI) 232

authority 124–7, 166, 197
axiomatic methods 256

B

Bacon, Francis 286
baseball, statistics in 134
behaviour disorders 105, 6, 107–8, 280
behaviour management 104
benevolence 106
Bhabha, Homi K. 292–3
bias

cultural and social 62–3, 68
editorialising and 164, 167

Bible, the 58, 202
big data 129–49

benefits 137–9
best management of 149
big data isn’t that big, or that important 

(myth) 129, 133–7
consequences of 132, 312–13
curricula feedback from 139
definitions 129, 130–1
democracy and 136–7
in education 132–3, 137–48, 312–13
in elections 136–7
governance tied to 129–49
greater differentiation/normalisation 

from 138
importance of 131–2
predictions from 131, 138–9, 140–1
privacy and 135, 141
problems 139–42
the rise of big data has no implications 

for the field of education (myth) 129, 
137–42

size and extent of 131–2
sport and 133–4
surveillance associated with 132

big data ecosystem 131
blackboards 204, 211
bloc 220
Bourdieu, Pierre 23–5, 63, 183
boys

‘boy brain vs girls brain’ argument 29, 
33–4

boys are the latest victims of the 
schooling system (myth) 27–8, 41–4

educational success of 42–3
gendered expectations of 35–41
schools for 36
teachers’ time spent with 38
as ‘victims’ 43–4

breach of duty 278
bricolage 184
bulk interception 135

bullying 45–6
Burt, Cyril 102

C

Cambridge Analytica 136
campaign funds 136
capital 23–5, 63, 183
capitalism 222
categorical imperative 265, 268
Catholic schools 65
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 135
Centre for Contemporary Cultural 

Studies in Birmingham (CCCS) 
184, 186

‘child-centred’ pedagogy 92–3, 251, 252
childhood

the categories of ‘childhood’ and ‘youth’ 
have nothing to do with governance 
(myth) 111, 118–22

characteristics of 113
‘childhood’ and ‘youth’ are facts of 

nature (myth) 111, 114–18
‘childhood’ is characterized by its 

innocence, ‘youth’ by its natural 
resistance to authority (myth) 111, 
123–7

dominant model 120
fading of 115–16
as fuzzy category 118
governance related to 113, 119–21
as innocence 123–4
invention of 114–16, 202
meaning of term 112–13
sub-categories of 117–18

children
abuse of 276–7
‘adultification’ of 115–16
‘gifted children’ 119
‘good’, production of 120–1
governance of 113, 119–21
legislation affecting 119
raising of, power of expertise 85–6
sexual knowledge of 116, 124
teaching philosophy to 247–8

Christianity 123, 124
citizenship

global citizenship 160
media literacy and active 159–60
philosophy and good 248
the printing press and 202

civil law system 269
classrooms

a classroom is a classroom, irrespective 
of when and where (sub-myth) 78–9

inclusive classrooms 68, 96–7, 316–17
integrated classrooms 68
panopticon use in 88–9
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classrooms (cont.)
popular culture approaches in 180, 

191–3
popular culture has no place in the 

classroom (myth) 176, 189–93
technologies used in 204, 211
texts 39–40, 197–8
‘virtual schools/classrooms’ 198–9

climate change 228, 229–31
closing the gap 303
clothing, evolution and 202
coddling 114
coherence theory 288
colonialism/colonisation 281, 289–90

see also postcolonialism
common law system 269–70
communities

media and imagined political 159–60
school’s integration with 315

concern (moral panic theory) 170
conduct 84–7, 94, 101–5, 131
conflict (news value) 166
conflict theory 11
Connell, Raewyn 22–3, 292
consensus (moral panic theory) 171
consequentialist ethics 264–5, 267
constructivism 163
consultations, Indigenous community 71
consumer culture 192
Convention relating to the Status of 

Refugees (1951) 169
corrective apparatus 90
correspondence theory 286
counter-hegemonic struggle 125
Courier Mail, The 171, 173
covert discrimination 62
creativity, philosophy and 247
credibility, in news media 166
criminal law 269
criminology 141
critical legal studies 271
critical reasoning 206
critical theory

challenges to 21–2
culture understood in 178
definition 11
on education 252–3
as master discourse 253
on social class 11, 18–22
writers associated with 19–20

critical thinking 159, 247, 316
culture

audit/testing culture 142, 145–6
colonialism’s effect on 292–3
consumer 192
cultural bias 62–3, 68
cultural capital 23–5, 63, 183
cultural competency 314–16
cultural discrimination 63
cultural equality 16
cultural hegemony 184

cultural neutrality (curriculum) 294–7
cultural worth 63
education in context of 155–75, 

176–93, 194–213, 214–33
folk culture 182
gender formation through 34
global 160
globalisation and 221
high culture 179, 181–2, 183, 184–5, 

190–1
low culture 179, 184–5, 190–1
mass culture 183–4
meaning of 178–9
popular culture see popular culture 
of schooling 23
social class and 22–5, 183
youth culture see youth culture

Culture and Anarchy (Arnold) 181
curriculum

Australian, review of 177
big data and 139, 313
changes to 315–16
environmental issues in 217–18, 231–2
global curriculum 227
‘good’ education binary in 177–8
hegemonic curriculum 23
hidden curriculum 20, 48, 64
high/low culture binary in 190–1
Indigenous perspectives in 70–1
the knowledge in our school curriculum 

is both true, and culturally neutral 
(myth) 281, 294–7

media education in 156–7, 158–61
philosophy in, reasons for 243–8
post-NAPLAN curriculum 145
postcolonial 284, 295–7
truth and 283–4
we do not need pointless subjects 

like ‘media studies’ in our already 
crowded curriculum (myth) 155, 
158–61

D

Darwin, Charles 58
data 147–8, 212

see also big data
decoding

definition 157
the media 157, 161, 164–7
popular culture and 192

deficit model (of educational failure) 68
deflationary theorists, on truth 282–3
democracy 136–7, 159–60, 317
democratic schooling see free schooling
demythologising approach, in social 

analysis 1–2
deontological ethics 265–6, 268
despotism 84
determinism 184

developmental psychology 103
devolution 217, 225–6
Dewey, John 251–2
difference, categories of (psychology) 

96–7, 101–3, 106–8, 313–14
differentiation 77, 89–90

psychometric testing as tool of 102
through categories of difference  

107–8
using big data 138
youth subcultures and 126–7

digital divide 39, 198–9, 206–9
digital immigrants/natives 196–7
digital technology

access to 39, 207–8
digital technology is the answer to all 

our education problems (myth) 194, 
205–9

knowledge of 208
outcomes from 209
teaching and learning impacts 205–6
use of 208

‘DIKUW hierarchy’ 212
direct discrimination 262, 273–4
disability discrimination 266–8, 275–6
disciplinary societies 77, 88–91, 107–8, 

113
discipline 38, 87–90, 92
discourse, in news 166
discrimination

activity, legislative coverage 273
cultural 63
definition 55
direct discrimination 262, 273–4
disability discrimination 266–8, 275–6
education system and 62–3, 262, 

266–8, 272–6
exemptions 274–5
grounds for 273
indirect discrimination 262, 274
individual 61–2
institutional 62–3
Kemp v Minister for Education 274
L v Minister for Education 266–8, 

275–6
the law and 262, 272–6
types of 262, 273–4
we no longer discriminate on the 

basis of race or ethnicity (myth) 
51, 60–3

disease, ‘illegal immigrant’ panic  
and 173

disproportion (moral panic theory) 
171–2

distance education 302
distortion, in news media 168
‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ policy 46
dress codes, gender and 38–9
drop outs, school 43
duty ethics 265–6, 268
duty of care 277
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E

early childhood education 93
economic capital 23
economic rationalism 222
economics, globalisation and 221, 222, 

225–7
editorialising, bias and 164, 167
education

alternative see alternative education
approaches to, traditional 2, 3
big data in 132–3, 137–48
‘childhood’ linked to 115
contexts of, changing 3
cultural contexts of 155–75, 176–93, 

194–213, 214–33, 314–16
digital technology is the answer to all 

education problems (myth) 194, 
205–9

‘education’ is self-evident; we don’t need 
philosophy to explain it (myth) 239, 
248–54

educational outcomes are unaffected by 
race or ethnicity (myth) 51, 64–5

environmental 231–2
ethics and law in 260–80
foundational historical myths of 78–80
gender and 28–9, 30–1
globalisation and 217, 223–7, 228–32, 

314
‘good’, practice and substance of 177
governance and 77–93, 94–110, 

111–28, 129–49, 312–14
Indigenous see Indigenous education
mainstream, changes to 310–17
McDonaldisation of 223–4
the media doesn’t create moral panics, 

but even if it does, this doesn’t affect 
education (myth) 155, 167–74

media education 156–7, 158–61
models of, class-based 104
modern and postmodern sociologies 

of 8–26, 27–50, 51–72
modernist approach to 17–22
moral panics and 169, 174
NAPLAN is the best thing to happen to 

education since the invention of chalk 
(myth) 129, 142–8

neoliberalism’s effects on 87
as news topic 157, 163–4
pathology and 96–7
philosophy of see philosophy of 

education
physical education 37, 100
popular culture and 176–93
postcolonialism and 294–7
process, school structure and 87–91
psychology in 94–110
the rise of big data has no implications 

for the field of education (myth) 129, 
137–42

social structure and 310–12
technology in 194–213
there is an ‘Indigenous problem’ in 

education (myth) 52, 66–71
Education for Sustainability (EfS) 214–15, 

217, 228, 231–2
education system

boys failed by 41–4
changes to 310–17
cultural context of 314–16
devolution in 225–6
discrimination and 62–3, 262, 266–8, 

272–6
funding and equity in 310–11
gender in 35–49
historical contingency of 79
international standardisation in 226
as a meritocracy 17–18
philosophies underpinning 245–6
postcolonial heritage in 294–7
university industry 224–5
we have an Australian education system 

here, not any kind of ‘globalised’ one 
(myth) 214, 223–7

we have an ethical education system; it 
does not discriminate (myth) 260, 
272–6

educational outcomes
ethnicity/race and 62–3, 64–5
by sex 42–3
social class and 17–22, 42–3, 64, 252–3

educational philosophies 245–6
elaborated codes 24
elections 136–7
embodied cultural capital 24
embourgeoisement 125
empirical fact, globalisation as 222
empirical science 248
English, as a feminised subject 37
Enlightenment, the 203

philosophical responses to 251, 253
power of the State and 81, 84
social changes resulting from 58

environment
educational focus on 231–2
global warming and 228, 229–31
globalisation and 217–18, 228–32
politicising 229–31
protection of 228–9

epistemology 247, 258
equality

in Australia 14–17
Australia is a society characterised by 

equality (myth) 9, 14–17
cultural 16
of income 14–16
of women 30–1

equity
critical theory and 253
digital divide 39, 198–9, 206–9
education funding and 310–11

standardised testing and 146
ethics

consequentialist ethics 264–5, 267
definition 240
deontological ethics 265–6, 268
dilemmas in education and 263, 

276–80
disability and 266–8
L v Minister for Education 266–8
the law and 262
meanings 261
normative ethics 261, 264–8
social benefit of 247
teaching and 258, 261–2, 263
understanding ethics doesn’t help you be 

a good teacher (myth) 260, 263–8
virtue ethics 264, 267

ethnic minorities 62–3, 64–5
ethnicity

definitions/usages 55–6
educational outcomes and 62–3, 64–5
educational outcomes are unaffected by 

race or ethnicity (myth) 51, 64–5
identity and 52
terms related to 53–6
we no longer discriminate on the basis 

of race or ethnicity (myth) 51, 60–3
ethnocentrism 53
eugenics 59, 100
Eurocentric theory/Eurocentrism 292, 296
European exploration 58
evolution 58, 201–3
exaggeration, in news media 168
examinations (mass school) 295
exclusion 147, 292, 317
‘experts’, news media’s use of 166

F

family 85–6, 120–1
Fanon, Frantz 291
feeble-mindedness 100–1
feedback, curricula 139
femininity 122
feminism

first-wave feminism 31, 32
second-wave feminism 31, 35, 40–1, 42
third-wave feminism 28, 31, 42–4

flexischools 300, 302–4
flint, the 201
folk culture 182
foreseeability 278
Foucault, Michel 47, 82, 88, 98, 99
fourth estate 160
Fox News 156
free schooling 251, 300, 306–7, 316
functionalism 11
funding

campaign 136
education 310–11
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G

gender 27–50
assumptions about 31
culture and formation of 34
definition 29
in education 28–9, 30–1
equality 30–1
identities 36, 37–8, 44–5, 122
regime, schooling as 35–41
schools are passive spectators to existing 

gender differences and inequalities 
(myth) 27, 34–41

sex and gender are really the same thing 
(myth) 27, 32–4

sociobiological explanations 32–4
theories of 31
youth identity and 122

generational consciousness 124, 186
genre, news 164
‘gifted children’ 119
girls

‘boy brain’ vs ‘girl brain’ argument 29, 
33–4

discipline of 38
educational success of 42–3
gendered expectations of 35–41
schools of 36
teachers’ time spent with 38

Giroux, Henry 20
GLBTIQ (Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 

Transgender, Intersex or Queer) 
people 45–6, 47, 49

global capitalism 222
global consciousness 217–18
global culture 160
global curriculum 227
global devolution 225–6
global governance 219–20, 222
global marketplace 226
global qualifications, in schools 227
global warming 228, 229–31
globalisation 214–33

as Americanisation 216–17, 218–23
complexities of 216–17
definitions 215–16
education and 217, 223–7, 228–32, 

 314
Education for Sustainability has 

nothing to do with globalisation; it’s 
a politically inspired waste of time 
(myth) 214–15, 228–32

environment and 217–18, 228–32
extent of 219–21
as fact, ideology and social imaginary 

222–3
opinions on 216
theory 221
underpinning suppositions 215–16

understanding globalisation is 
easy; it simply another word for 
Americanisation (myth) 214, 218–23

we have an Australian education system 
here, not any kind of ‘globalised’ one 
(myth) 214, 223–7

Glorious Revolution, the 84
Gonski report/reforms 301, 311
Goths (subculture) 188–9
governance 77–93

big data tied to 129–49
changes in 80–1, 82–3, 85, 6–87
childhood as artefact and vehicle of 

113, 119–21
of conduct 101–5
disciplinary societies and 77, 88–91, 

107–8, 113
discipline-sovereignty triangulation 

with 92
education and 77–93, 94–110, 111–28, 

129–49, 312–14
family and 85–6, 120–1
global 219–20, 222
liberalism and 81, 84–7
modern school and social 79
predictive powers 131, 138–9, 140–1
psychology and 94–110
risk management and 279
self-governance 81, 88–9, 122
subcultures and 126–7
of subjectivity 94–110
youth as artefact and vehicle of 113, 

119, 121–2, 126–7
grades, by sex 43
grammar schools 205
Gramscian Marxists 221
great confinement, the 98–9
Guha, Ranajit 291–2

H

habitus 23, 63, 122
Hall, G. Stanley 117
hegemony 22

hegemonic curriculum 23
hegemonic masculinity 36, 45

heteronormativity 28, 45–6, 48–9
heuristic device 45
hidden curriculum 20, 48, 64
hierarchical observation 88
high culture 179, 181–2, 183, 184–5, 

190–1
higher-order thinking skills 145
history, teaching 296
Hobbes, Thomas 123
homeschooling 300, 307–8
homogenising approach 21, 67
homophobia 45–6

homosexuality 46, 47–8
hostility (moral panic theory) 170–1
human interest (news value) 166
human mind

feeble-mindedness 100–1
my conduct may be governed, but my 

mind remains free (myth) 94, 101–5
the sole purpose of psychology is to 

understand the nature of the human 
mind (myth) 94, 97–101

understanding 95–6
Hume, David 84, 286
hybridity concept 293
hyperglobalist position (globalisation) 

219–20

I

Iberian Peninsula 57
idealism 200, 249–50
identity

differentiation and 90
gender 36, 37–8, 44–5, 122
Indigenous identity 67
individuality and 83–4
postcolonial identities 283, 291
racial/ethnic 52
self-identity 96
youth 122

ideological state apparatus 19
ideology, globalisation as 222
‘illegal immigrants’ 169, 73–174
imagined political communities 160
immigrants/immigration 59, 65, 169, 

73–174
imperialism 218
inclusion (classroom) 68, 96–7, 316–17
income

equality 14–16
foreign students as source of 225

independent schools 65
Index of Community Socio-Educational 

Advantage (ICSEA) 148
Indigenous Americans 58
Indigenous Australians

colonisation experiences of 290, 291, 
292–3

culture 290
education see Indigenous education
identity, complexities of 67
terra nullius 292

Indigenous education 65–71
closing the gap 303
community consultations informing 71
deficit model 68
flexischools and 303
Indigenous perspectives in 70–1
strategies for 70–1
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‘us’ vs ‘them’ in 67–8
Indigenous peoples, postcolonial 

education and 294–7
indirect discrimination 262, 274
individual discrimination 61–2
individualisation 87, 126–7
individuals/individuality

ability of 17–22
behaviour management and 104
the knowable individual 101–2
management of difference in 96–7
rise in notion of 83–4
society as collection of 80, 81–4

individuation 77, 89
induction/inductive reasoning 286–7
information 211–13
information and communications 

technologies (ICTs)
definition 194
digital divide 39, 198–9, 206–9
digital immigrant/native binary and 

196–7
in education 194–213
formation of ‘us’ and 198
from information to knowledge using 

211–13
multiliteracies and 197–8
outcomes 209
teacher’s role related to 199, 210–13
teaching and learning impacts 205–6
use of 208

innocence 123–4
insanity see mental illness
institutional discrimination 62–3
institutionalised cultural capital 25
institutions

mass 89
media as a set of 160–1
modern, birth of 81
social 87–90, 160–1

instruction, personal philosophy of 256–7
integration (classroom) 68
intellectual universality 292
intelligence quotient (IQ) testing 60, 

100–1, 102
International Baccalaureate (IB) 227
International Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination 60

international league tables 148, 226, 
312–13

international schools 302
international standardisation (education) 

226
interpretive analysis 13

J

job market 226–7

K

Kant, Immanuel 181–2, 265–6
Kantian ethics 265–6, 268
Kemp v Minister for Education 274
knowable individual, the 101–2
knowledge

in ‘DIKUW hierarchy’ 212
Eurocentric 292, 296
information vs 211–13
printing press and notion of 202–3
sexual 116, 124
of youth culture 187

L

L v Minister for Education 266–8, 275–6
labelling (psychology) 99, 106–8, 313
Lady Gowrie Centres 93
language

ICT’s effect on use 197
Indigenous languages 67
linguistic capital 24
in news media discourse 166
of schooling 317
whole-language teaching 163

language immersion schools 302
law, the

Australian law 262, 269–70, 272–6
child-related 119
civil law system 269
common law system 269–70
criminal law 269
critical legal studies 271
dilemmas in education and 263, 

276–80
discrimination and 262, 272–6
ethics and 262
explanations of 270–2
legal objectivity in 271–2
legal positivism 270–1
natural law 270
postmodern jurisprudence 271–2
there are no real ethical dilemmas left 

for education law to deal with (myth) 
260, 276–80

torts law 269
unlike ethics, the law is straightforward; 

and everyone agrees what it is, and 
what it does (myth) 260, 268–72

league tables 148, 226, 312–13
learning

big data and 138
disorders 280
NAPLAN and student 146
technology-driven 206

Leavisism 183
lectures 257

legal objectivity 271–2
legal positivism 270–1
legal realism 271
legislation, anti-discrimination 273
leprosy 98
LGBTIQ people see GLBTIQ people
liberalism 81, 84–7

see also neoliberalism
linear texts 194
lingua franca 227
linguistic capital 24
linguistic codes 24
literacy

‘childhood’ linked to 115
media literacy 159–60, 167, 314
multiliteracies 194, 197–8
the printing press and 202–3
teaching, debate over 163–4

literary worth 190–1
literature, teaching 190–1, 296
Locke, John 84
logical fallacy 244
low culture 179, 184–5, 190–1

M

madness see mental illness
mainstream education, changes to 310–17

see also alternative education
male domination 35, 40–1
mandatory reporting 276–7
marginalisation 40, 313, 317
Marxism/Marxist theory 12, 18, 178, 221, 

252–3
see also critical theory

masculinity 36, 37–8, 45–6
mass culture 183–4
mass education

alternatives to 300–1
approaches to, changes in 2
concerns over 299–300
philosophy and 239–59, 260–80, 

281–97
there are no serious alternatives to 

traditional mass education (myth) 
298, 302–9

mass institutions 89
mass school

as disciplinary society 77, 88–91, 113
examinations 295
legislation covering 270–2
making changes to 301
postcolonial heritage in 294–5
subdivision of time in 90, 295
uniforms 295

mass schooling
changes to 310–17
civilised society and 79–80
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mass schooling (cont.)
definition 77
formation of, issues related to 80–1
governance and 77–93

mass surveillance 135
maths, boys’ superiority at (stereotype) 

33
McDonaldisation (of education) 223–4
media, the 155–75

decoding 161
moral panics and 155, 157, 167–74
as set of institutions 160–1

media education
curriculum space 158–9
importance of 156–7, 159–61
we do not need pointless subjects 

like ‘media studies’ in our already 
crowded curriculum (myth) 155, 
158–61

media literacy 159–60, 167, 314
medical categories 106
men

male adolescent sexuality 117
male domination (patriarchy) 35, 40–1
sociobiological explanations 32–4
in teaching 29

mental illness
history of 98–9
labelling processes 99, 106–8, 313
medicalisation of 99
rise of psychology and 98

mental testing see psychometrics
meritocracy 17–18, 19–20
meta-analysis 135
meta-ethics 261
methodological triangulation 13
microprocessors 203
migrants see immigrants/immigration
mimicry concept 293
mind see human mind
misconduct, risk and 104–5
modern institution 81
modern sociologies 4, 8–26, 27–50, 

51–72
modernity/modernism 4, 184, 192
money, social class is all about money 

(myth) 9, 22–5
Moneyball (movie) 134
monitorial method (teaching) 92–3
monoculturalism 314–15
monogenesis 58
Montessori schools 300, 304–5
moral panics

around immigrants/immigration 
169–74

definition 157
education and 169, 174
examples 168–9
framework 170–2
the media and 155, 157, 167–74

the media doesn’t create moral panics, 
but even if it does, this doesn’t affect 
education (myth) 155, 167–74

morality 124, 265–6
mothers, ‘good’ 86, 120–1
motive, in morality 265
multiliteracies 194, 197–8
multimodal texts 198
My School website 133, 142, 148, 226

N

nation states, globalisation and 220–1
National Assessment Program – Literacy 

and Numeracy (NAPLAN)
about 142
definition 74
extent of 133
fairness of 28–9
globalisation and 217–18
international standardisation and  

226
NAPLAN is the best thing to happen to 

education since the invention of chalk 
(myth) 129, 142–8

post-NAPLAN curriculum 145
problems 133, 144–8
reliability of 147–8
results, by gender 42–3
strategic exclusions and 147
student learning and 146
successes 142–3
teaching to the test 145–6
unintended consequences 143–4

National Safe Schools Framework 46
National Security Agency (NSA) 135
nationalism 220
natural law 270
Neanderthals 201–2
needles (sewing), invention of 202
negativity (news value) 165
neglect, mandatory reporting and 276–7
negligence, teacher 277–8, 279
neoliberalism

definition 86
environmental degradation and 229
exclusion in schools and 317
globalisation and 222, 225–7
rise of 86–7

neurosexism 34
news

discourse in 166
objective news 162–3, 167
organisations 160
selection 164–5
subject selection of 156
values 165–6

news media
active inventions of 168–9

as a big business 175
changes in 156
decoding 157, 161, 164–7
democracy and role of 159–60
education as topic in 157
global news 160
immigrants and 169–74
with the news media, you don’t need to 

think, you just need to read and listen 
(myth) 155, 162–7

ownership of 156
non-Anglo-Celtic ethnicity 64–5
normal curves 89, 102–3
normalisation

big data’s role in 138
definition 77
normal curve and 102–3
of students 90
through categories of difference  

107–8
of youth 126

normative ethics 261, 264–8

O

Obama, Barack 136, 137
objectified cultural capital 24
objectivity 106–8, 271–2
online teaching 137–9
Organisation for Economic Co-operation 

and Development (OECD) 65, 217, 
226

‘original sin’ 123
othering

in colonial settings 291
definition 53
the great confinement as 98–9
in high/popular culture binary 183
of students 174
‘the other’, misrepresenting 291

outcomes, educational see educational 
outcomes

overhead projectors 211
overt discrimination 61

P

panopticon 88–9
parents, education concerns of 299–300
pastoral care (teaching) 92–3
pathologies, construction and 

management of 96–7, 107–8, 126, 
280, 313–14

patriarchy 35, 40–1
pedagogic family 85, 113, 120
pedagogy/ies

alternative 140
‘child-centred’ 92–3, 251, 252
NAPLAN’s effect on 145
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pencils 204
periodicity 217
philosophy

benefits 247–8
‘the content’ of 248
critical thinking 247, 316
in curriculum 247
definitions 240–1
‘education’ is self-evident; we don’t need 

philosophy to explain it (myth) 239, 
248–54

history 241–2
importance of 242
mass education and 239–59, 260–80, 

281–97
philosophy has no place in the 21st-

century curriculum (myth) 239, 
243–8

psychology and 109–10
studying, reasons for 244–7, 316
teaching, reasons for 247–8

philosophy of education 241
approaches 242–3, 248–54
components of 255–6
education changes and 316–17
ethics and epistemology influencing 

258–9
importance of 242
of instruction 256–7
personal, developing 243, 246–7
personality of teachers in 256
politics of 257–8
teachers don’t need a ‘personal 

philosophy of education’ (myth) 
239–40, 255–8

phonics 163
physical education 37, 100
Plato 181, 200, 249
polemic 206
politics

globalisation and 221
of personal philosophy of teaching 

257–8
politicising the environment  

229–31
of race 59, 60

polygenesis 58
popular culture 176–93

classroom approaches 191–3
decoding and 192
education and 176–93
folk culture and 182
high culture binary with 179, 183,  

184–5
literary worth and 190–1
as mass culture 183–4
‘neutral’ 192
origins and parameters 182
popular culture has no place in the 

classroom (myth) 176, 189–93

popular culture is rubbish—in terms of 
taste, it’s awful; as an object of study, 
it’s irrelevant (myth) 176, 180–5

postmodernism and 184–5
as resistance 184
school and 180
social decoding and 192
as a teaching tool 191–2
theories of 182–5
youth culture and 184, 188

population, notion of 80, 82–4
post-industrialisation 215
postcolonialism

Britishness 283, 289
colonial reversal in 290
definition 283
education and 294–7
given we haven’t been a colony for 100 

years, postcolonial theory has nothing 
to tell us about ourselves (myth) 281, 
289–93

postcolonial identities 283, 291
theory of 284, 290
truth and 281, 96–297

Postman, Neil 115–16
postmodern jurisprudence 271–2
postmodern sociologies 8–26, 27–50, 

51–72
postmodernism

on education 253
on Marxism 253
popular culture and 184–5, 192
on realism 251
as a response to modernism 4
social class and 11
youth understood through 187

power
exercise of 91–2, 126–7, 253
of expertise 85–6
individualisation 126–7
law and relations of 271
liberalism and State 84–7
new model of rule 82–3
othering and relationships of 53
social class and competition for 11
sovereign power 77, 82, 84, 92

practical imperative 265, 268
practices of the self 122
pragmatism/pragmatic theory 251–2, 

287–8
pre-adulthood, governance and 

categories of 111–28
see also childhood; youth(s)

prediction/predictability
of future conduct 131, 138–9, 140–1
in news media 168

prejudice 54
prima facie

definition 268
duties 268

printing press 115, 198, 202–3
privacy 135, 141
private schools 49, 65
privilege, white race 69, 291
probabilistic prediction 138–9, 140–1
Program of International Student 

Assessment (PISA) 217, 226
progressivism, in education 251, 252
protectionist approach (to media) 161
psychologisation 95
psychology

categories of difference in 96–7, 101–3, 
106–8, 313–14

developmental psychology 103
in education 94–110
governance of subjectivity and 

 94–110
history 100–1
human mind, understanding 95–6
mental illness and rise of 98
misconduct and risk managed by 

 104–5
philosophy/sociology and 109–10
psychology simply discovers new 

behaviour disorders; it plays no 
role in creating them (myth) 94, 
105–8

the sole purpose of psychology is to 
understand the nature of the human 
mind (myth) 94, 97–101

psychometrics 100–1, 103–103
public schools 65
Pyne, Christopher 177

Q

qualitative analysis 13
quantitative analysis 13
Queensland Comparable Assessment Tasks 

(QCATs) 63
queue jumping 173

R

race 51–72
debunking 59–60
definitions/usages 55
educational outcomes are unaffected by 

race or ethnicity (myth) 51, 64–5
history 52, 57–9
humanity is naturally divided into races 

(myth) 51, 57–60
identity and 52
as logical failure 59
as political failure 60
politics of 59
science of 60, 284
as scientific failure 60
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race (cont.)
sensitivity around 52
terms related to 53–6
we no longer discriminate on the basis 

of race or ethnicity (myth) 51, 60–3
white race privilege 69, 291

racial minorities 62–3
racism 56, 174
radical relativism 287
reading 115, 163–4

see also literacy
realism 250–1, 271, 285–7
reasoning

circularity in (virtue ethics) 264
critical reasoning 206
inductive reasoning 286–7
shallow and superficial 146
utilitarian reasoning 264–5

records 90
reduction ad absurdum 191
reductionist approach 21
Refugee Convention (1951) 169
refugees 65, 169, 170–2
regimes of truth 282
regulation 84–7, 104

see also governance
religious schools 302
repressive state apparatus 19
Republic, The (Plato) 181
resistance 124–7, 184
resources, access to 39, 198–9, 206–9
restricted codes 24
retention (school) 226–7
rich/poor gap 15–16
risk

the ‘at-risk’ youth 104–5, 121, 303
management of 279
misconduct and 104–5
negligence and foreseeable 278

Romanticism 123, 251
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques 123, 251
rule utilitarianism 265
ruling class, high culture and 183

S

Said, Edward 291
scapegoating 54–5
sceptical position (globalisation) 220
Schmidt, Eric 136
school(s)

‘at-risk’ youth in, management 104–5, 
121

big data in 312–13
boys as ‘victims’ in 41–4
bullying in 45–6
colonialism’s heritage in 294–5
community integration with 315
comparison between 148, 312

cultural competency in 314–15
difference in, management of 96–7, 

313–14
differentiation in 89–90
discipline in 38, 87–90
‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ failure 45–6
dress codes 38–9
ethnic segregation by type 65
ethos 36
funding 310–11
gender differences and inequalities in 

34–41
global qualifications offered by 227
as governance organ 86, 88–91, 113, 

119–20
as heteronormative environments 48–9
inclusive schools 68, 96–7, 316–17
individuation in 89
materials 39–40
as modern institution 81
normalisation in 90
philosophy in 242, 316
popular culture and 180
private, ‘flight’ to 65
private, heteronormativity in 49
psychometrics in 100–3
racism in 174
resources, access to 39, 198–9,  

206–9
responsibilities of 278–80
retention, job market and 226–7
schools are passive spectators to existing 

gender differences and inequalities 
(myth) 27, 34–41

schools are primarily about education, 
not regulation (myth) 77, 84–7

sexuality is simply best ignored at school 
(myth) 28, 44–9

single-sex schools 35–6
as social calculation site 83
social class and type of 16
social regulation in 86
social reproduction and 178, 252, 

311–12
society as reflection of 79, 91
structure of 79, 81, 88–91, 294–5
the structure of school isn’t really that 

important to the education process 
(myth) 77, 87–91

subject enrolment (by sex) 36–7
subject preferences (by sex) 37–8
surveillance in 88–9
time management in 90, 295
types of 302
‘virtual schools/classrooms’ 198–9

schooling
boys are the latest victims of the 

schooling system (myth) 27–8, 41–4
cultures of 23
ethical possibilities of 193

as a gender regime 35–41
if you do choose to stay within the 

current schooling system, there 
are no realistic ways to change 
it significantly for the better 
(myth) 299, 309–17

language of 317
mass schooling and civilised society 

(sub-myth) 79–80
purpose of 80–1, 86
‘schooling’ meaning 78–9
schooling success is only about 

individual ability 9, 17–22
variations on normal 302

science
climate science 230–1
empirical science 248
philosophy foundation 245
of race 60, 284
rise of 58
truth and 106, 286–7

scientific knowledge 106
scientific method 286
selective exclusion 292
self-actualisation 96
self-evidence 286
self-governance 81, 88–9, 122
self-identity 96
sex 27, 29, 32–4
sexual diversity 48
sexual knowledge 116, 124
sexual morality 124
sexuality

of adolescents 117
as a historical and cultural category 

47–8
as a natural category 46
sexual diversity 48
sexuality is best ignored at school 

(myth) 28, 44–9
as a social category 46–7

simplicity (news value) 165
simulacrum 185
single-sex schools 35–6
Skinhead subculture 125
slavery 57–8
Smith, Adam 84
Snowden, Edward 135
social analysis, demythologising approach 

in 1–2
social bias 62–3
social calculation 83
social capital 25
social class 9–26

Australia is a society characterised by 
equality (myth) 9, 14–17

classificatory systems of 12
conceptual aspects 11
critical theory on 18–22
educational models related to 104
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educational success and 17–22, 42–3, 
64, 252–3

high/popular culture defined by 183
IQ correlation with 60
issues of culture in 22–5
researching 13
schooling success is only about 

individual ability (myth) 9, 17–22
sensitivity around, reasons for 10–11
social and cultural effect of 12
social class is all about money (myth) 

9, 22–5
subcultures related to 125

social construction 111
social control 22

see also hegemony
social equity 146, 253
social imaginary, globalisation as 222
social institutions 87–90, 160–1
social mobility 86
social reproduction 20, 178, 252,  

311–12
social structure, education change and 

310–12
society

disciplinary societies 77, 88–9, 107–8, 
113

educational philosophies and 246
functionalist model 11
hyper-reality characterising 185
mass schooling and civilised 79–80
as reflection of school 79, 91
school structure and governance of  

79
society has always been simply a 

collection of individuals (myth) 77, 
81–4

sociobiology, gender and 32–4
socioeconomic status 11
sociology

culture defined by 178
modern sociologies 4, 8–26, 27–50, 

51–72
postmodern sociologies 8–26, 27–50, 

51–72
psychology and 109–10

Socrates 257, 285
Socratic method 242
Sophists 285
sovereign power 77, 82, 84, 92
special interest institutions 302
special needs students 96–7
special schools 302
spoken word, diminishing 202
sport, big data and 133–4
St Anthony’s Primary School v Hadba  

278
standard of care, breach 278
standardisation, international (education) 

226

standardised testing
cheating in 146
definition 129
education change and 312–13
emergence of 102
globalisation and 217–18
importance of 132
problems 133, 140, 312–13
student learning and 146
see also National Assessment 

Program – Literacy and Numeracy
State, the 81, 84–7, 91–2
statistics

definition 131
normal curves 89, 102–3
social governance use of 82–3,  

102–3, 131
in sport 133–4

Steiner/Waldorf schools 300, 305–6
stereotyping

by colonial powers 291
definition 54
gender 33
of homeschooled children 307
of Indigenous Australians 67

Stern, William 102
‘storm and stress’ 117
strategic exclusions (testing) 147
structural analysis 13
students

cultures of, teacher familiarity with 
185–9

differentiation of 89–90
as digital natives 196–7
foreign 225
individuation of 89
NAPLAN and learning of 146
normalisation of 90
as numbers (big data use) 142,  

313
pathologisation of 106–8, 280
racism’s impact on 174
special needs students 96–7
surveillance of 88
time management of 90, 295
wellbeing of 146–7

style as discourse 124
subaltern studies 291–2
subculture(s)

Goths 188–9
governance and 126–7
theory of 124–5

subjectivity, governance of 94–110
see also psychology

subjects, school 36–8, 315–16
success, educational see educational 

outcomes
Sudbury schools 306, 316
suffrage movement 32
suffragettes 32

Summerhill 306, 316
surveillance

big data associated with 132
mass surveillance 135
in modern institutions (panopticon) 

88–9
risk management and 279

sustainability 217–18, 232
symbolic capital 25
symbolic role, news media’s 169

T

teachers
big data’s impact on 313
as digital immigrants 196–7
employment for 40
ethics understanding by 263–8
the ‘good teacher’ 145–6
male, declining numbers 29
mandatory reporting by 276–7
negligence of 277–8
personal philosophy of education for 

255–8
psychological responsibilities of 96–7
responsibility levels 278–80
surveillance of 88
‘the teacher’ meaning 79
teachers don’t need a ‘personal 

philosophy of education’ (myth) 
239–40, 255–8

teachers need to be up to date with 
student cultures (myth) 176, 185–9

technology and role of 199, 210–13
time with, gendered disparity 38
wellbeing of 146–7

teaching
classroom technologies 204, 211
ethics and 258, 261–2, 263
of Indigenous Australians, strategies 

70–1
literature 190–1
online 137–9
personal philosophy of education in 

243, 246–7, 255–8
philosophy, reasons for 247–8
postcolonial considerations 295–7
pre-adulthood and practices of 127
of reading 163–4
‘teaching’ meaning 79
technology and end of 199
technology-based 205–6
technology signals the end of teaching 

(myth) 195, 209–13
to the test 145–6, 313

technology/ies
classroom technology 204
definitions 200–1, 210–11
digital divide 39, 198–9, 206–9
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technology/ies (cont.)
digital technology 39, 205–9
in education 194–213
humanity as formed by 198, 200–4
information and communications 

technologies see information and 
communications technologies

microprocessors 203
teacher’s role related to 199
teaching and learning impacts  

205–6
‘technologies’ aren’t that important; they 

don’t affect the fundamentals of what 
it is to be human (myth) 194,  
200–4

technology signals the end of teaching 
(myth) 195, 209–13

transformative 201–3
technophobia 196
Teddy Boy subculture 125
Terman, Lewis 102
terra nullius 292
terrorism, ‘illegal immigrant’ panic and 

173
testing

as colonial legacy 295
culture 142, 145–6
differentiation through 89
high-stakes testing 145
psychometric 100–1, 103
social bias in 62–3
standardised see standardised testing
success in, by sex 42–3

texts, classroom 39–40, 197–8
textual analysis 192
Theory of Evolution (Darwin) 58
three Rs 145, 250
time, subdivision of (mass school) 

 90, 295
Today Tonight (Channel Seven) 171
tokenism 39
tool use (by humans) 201
torts law 269
transformationalist position 

(globalisation) 220–1
transformative technologies  

201–3
transnationalism 218
Treaty of Westphalia (1648) 220
Trump, Donald 136
truth

ambiguity of 162

anti-realism and 285, 287–8
approaches to 285–9
curriculum and 283–4, 296
definitions 282–3
deflationary theorists’ view 282–3
idealism and 249–50
‘the other’, misrepresenting 291
postcolonialism and 281, 296–7
rational acceptability and 288
realism and 250–1, 285–7
regimes of 282
science and 106, 286–7
‘truth’ is the most straightforward thing 

there is (myth) 281, 284–9

U

understanding 212
Underwood, Peter (Chief Justice) 278
uniforms 295
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

169
university industry 224–5
unschooling 300, 308–9
utilitarianism 264–5, 267

V

value(s) 165–6, 190–1
victim-blaming 54–5
victim status/victimhood 41–4
virtual, definition 198
‘virtual schools/classrooms’ 198–9
virtue ethics 264, 267
vocational education 250
volatility (moral panic theory) 172

W

wealthy, the 104
welfarism 86–7
wellbeing, student/staff 146–7
Westphalian system 220
white race privilege 69, 291
‘whiteness’, as categorisation 59
whole-language teaching 163
wisdom 212
‘wisdom hierarchy’ 212
women

in education 30–1

equality of 30–1
female adolescent sexuality 117
roles 35
sociobiological explanations 32–4
victimhood rhetoric 43–4

working class 104, 125

X

xenophobia 220

Y

youth(s)
adolescence as precursor 117–18
‘at-risk’ 104–5, 121, 303
the categories of childhood and youth 

have nothing to do with governance 
(myth) 111, 118–22

characteristics of 113
childhood and youth are facts of nature 

(myth) 111, 114–18
childhood is characterised by its 

innocence, youth by its natural 
resistance to authority (myth) 111, 
123–7

definitions 112–13
emergence of category 117, 186
as fuzzy category 118
gendering of 122
generational consciousness of 124, 186
governance and 113, 119, 121–2, 126–7
racism and 174
as resistance 124–7
self-governance of 122
subcultures 124–5, 126–7, 188–9

youth culture 179
adult culture vs 188
emergence of 186–7
Goths 188–9
inclusivity and 188
knowledge of, as binary 187
monolithic understanding of 187
popular culture and 184, 188
subcultures 124–5, 126–7
teacher familiarity with 185–9

Z

zero-sum game 11
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