Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43958-9 — There Is No Planet B
Mike Berners-Lee
Table of Contents
More Information

CONTENTS

Acknowledgements

page xiii

INTRODUCTION
Welcome to a new era
A handbook of everything
When it’s all so global, what can I do?
What values underpin this book?
What can we aim for?
Not the last word. . .

1
1
3
5
6
8
9

1 FOOD
How much food energy do we need to eat?
How much food do we grow worldwide?
What happens to the food we grow?
Given the global surplus, why are some people malnourished?
Why don’t more people explode from over-eating?
How many calories do we get from animals?
How much do animals help with our protein supply?
Do we need animals for iron, zinc or vitamin A?
How much of our antibiotics are given to animals?
How much deforestation do soya beans cause?
What’s the carbon footprint of agriculture?
What are the carbon footprints of different foods?
Should I go veggie or vegan?
What can shops do about meat and dairy habits?
What can restaurants do?
What can farmers and governments do?
How could one crop save us over half a billion
tonnes CO2e?
Is local food best?
Where does ﬁsh ﬁt in?

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

11
12
12
12
15
16
16
17
19
20
21
22
23
26
28
28
29
29
30
32

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43958-9 — There Is No Planet B
Mike Berners-Lee
Table of Contents
More Information

viii

CONTENTS

When is a seabass not a seabass?
How can we sustain our ﬁsh?
What food is wasted, where and how?
How can we cut the world’s waste?
Why don’t supermarkets care more about their waste?
When food can’t be sold or eaten, what should be done
with it?
How much food goes to biofuel?
How many farmers does the world need?
How can new technologies help feed the world?
How can we produce enough food for 9.7 billion of us
in 2050?
Why do we all need to know our food supply chains?
What investments are needed into food land and sea?
Food action summary: What can I do and what can
be done?

33
34
36
39
41
42
44
44
45
46
48
48
50

2 MORE ON CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT
What are the fourteen things that every politician needs
to know about climate change?
What are the biodiversity stats? And why do they matter?
What is Ocean Acidiﬁcation and why does it matter?
How much plastic is there in the world?
Is fossil fuel better burned or turned into plastic?

51

3 ENERGY
How much do we use?
How has our use changed over time?
What do we use it for?
Where do we get it all from?
How bad are fossil fuels?
How much energy comes from the sun?
Can the sun’s energy be harnessed?
How much solar power could we ever have?
Which countries have the most sunlight?
Which countries have the least sun per person?
What about when the sun isn’t shining?

59
59
60
62
63
64
66
66
67
69
70
71

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

51
53
54
55
57

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43958-9 — There Is No Planet B
Mike Berners-Lee
Table of Contents
More Information

ix

Contents

How useful is wind energy?
Which countries have the most wind per person?
Why is sun better than rain?
Is nuclear nasty?
Would fusion solve everything?
Are biofuels bonkers?
Should we frack?
Does more renewables mean less fossil fuel?
What is the catch with energy efﬁciency?
Given the catch, what can efﬁciency do for us?
Why is cleaning our electricity just the easy part of the
transition from fossil fuels?
How can we keep the fuel in the ground?
Who has the most fossil fuel and how will they cope?
Will we need to take carbon back out of the air?
How much energy are we on track to use in 2100?
Can enough energy ever be enough?
Energy solution summary
Energy: What can I do?

73
74
75
75
77
78
79
81
82
84
85
87
89
91
93
94
95
97

4 TRAVEL AND TRANSPORT
How much do we travel today?
How much travel will we want in the future?
How many travel miles can we get from a square meter
of land?
How can we sort out urban transport?
Will shared transport make life better or worse?
Should I buy an electric car?
How urgently should I ditch my diesel?
Could autonomous cars be a disaster? Or brilliant?
How can we ﬂy in the low carbon world?
Should I ﬂy?
Do virtual meetings save energy and carbon?
How bad are boats? And can they be
electriﬁed?
E-bikes or pedals?
When might we emigrate to another planet?

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

99
99
100
101
104
105
106
107
109
110
112
113
114
116
117

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43958-9 — There Is No Planet B
Mike Berners-Lee
Table of Contents
More Information

x

CONTENTS

5 GROWTH, MONEY AND METRICS
Which kinds of growth can be healthy in the Anthropocene?
Why is GDP such an inadequate metric?
How do our metrics need to change?
What metrics do we need to take more note of?
What metrics do we need to downgrade?
Can the free market deal with Anthropocene challenges?
Which is better, the market economy or the planned
economy?
What is trickledown and why is it dangerous?
Why might wealth distribution matter more than ever?
How is the world’s wealth distributed?
Why are most Americans so much poorer than most Italians?
How has wealth distribution been changing?
When is wealth distributed like the energy in a gas? (And
when is it not?)
How can human wealth become more like the energy
in a gas?
What should we invest in?
How can these essential investments be funded?
Why does the right tax make us better off?
Do we need a carbon price?
How expensive will carbon need to become?
How should I spend my money?

119
120
123
124
126
126
127

6 PEOPLE AND WORK
Does it all come down to population?
What can I do to help with population?
When is a ‘job’ a good thing?
How much of a person should come to work?
Why would anyone work if they already had a
citizen’s wage?
What are my chances of being in prison?

149
149
150
151
152

7 BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY
When is it good that an organisation exists?
How can businesses think about the world?

158
158
159

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

128
130
131
132
133
135
136
138
140
142
142
145
147
147

153
155

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43958-9 — There Is No Planet B
Mike Berners-Lee
Table of Contents
More Information

xi

Contents

How can a business think systemically?
What is a science-based target?
What is so special when science-based targets are applied
to the supply chain?
Do we drive technology growth, or does it drive us?
How can we take control of technology?

8 VALUES, TRUTH AND TRUST
What is the evidence base to choose some values over
others?
What values do we need to be the new global cultural
norms?
Can we deliberately change our values?
What makes our values change?
Is there even such a thing as ‘truth’ or ‘facts’?
Is ‘truth’ personal?
Why is dedication to ‘truth’ more important than ever?
What is a culture of truth?
Is it possible to have a more truthful culture?
What can I do to promote a culture of truth?
What can journalists do to promote truth?
What can politicians do?
How can I work out who and what to trust?
What are some bad reasons for placing trust?
How can I tell whether to trust anything in this book?
9 CONCLUSION: THINKING SKILLS FOR
TODAY’S WORLD
What new ways of thinking do we need in the twenty-ﬁrst
century?
How can twenty-ﬁrst century thinking skills be developed?
Where is religion and spirituality in all this?
What questions were missing? What answers were wrong?
Big Picture Summary
What Can I Do? Summary
Appendix: Climate Change Basics

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

160
164
165
166
168

169
169
171
172
172
175
176
177
177
178
178
179
180
180
182
183

185
185
191
192
194

195
198
200

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43958-9 — There Is No Planet B
Mike Berners-Lee
Table of Contents
More Information

xii

Alphabetical Quick Tour
Notes on Units
Endnotes
Index

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

CONTENTS

212
242
245
277

www.cambridge.org

