Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-43881-0 — Kant on the Rationality of Morality

Paul Guyer
Frontmatter
More Information

Cambridge Elements™

Elements in the Philosophy of Immanuel Kant

edited by

Desmond Hogan
Princeton University

Howard Williams
University of Cardiff

Allen Wood

Indiana University

KANT ON THE
RATIONALITY OF
MORALITY

Paul Guyer
Brown University

B CAMBRIDGE

Y5 UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108438810
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-43881-0 — Kant on the Rationality of Morality
Paul Guyer

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University's mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108438810
DOI: 10.1017/9781108529761

© Paul Guyer 2019

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2019
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-108-43881-0 Paperback
ISSN 2514-3824 (print)
ISSN 2397-9461 (online)

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108438810
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-43881-0 — Kant on the Rationality of Morality
Paul Guyer

Frontmatter

More Information

Kant on the Rationality of Morality
Elements in the Philosophy of Immanuel Kant

DOI: 10.1017/9781108529761
First published online: July 2019

Paul Guyer
Brown University, Rhode Island

Author for correspondence: Paul Guyer paul_guyer@brown.edu

Abstract: Kant claims that the fundamental principle of morality is
given by pure reason itself. Many have interpreted Kant to derive this
principle from a conception of pure practical reason (as opposed to
merely prudential reasoning about the most effective means to
empirically given ends). But Kant maintained that there is only one
faculty of reason, although with both theoretical and practical
applications. This Element shows how Kant attempted to derive the
fundamental principle and goal of morality from the general principles
of reason as such. To achieve this, it takes reason as Kant himself
conceived of it, namely, as defined above all by the two fundamental
principles of noncontradiction and sufficient reason, with a third
principle of systematicity attached to the second of these. Its main
argument is that Kant attempted to derive the fundamental principle of
morality in its several formulations by applying the principle of
noncontradiction to the fact that human beings are agents with their
own wills, and the complete object of morality, the highest good, from
the principle of sufficient reason. Further, Kant supposed both that the
application of the fundamental principle of morality must be
systematic, thus yielding a system of duties, and also that morality itself
must be part of a complete system of both theoretical and practical
cognition, or more precisely part of the ideal of such a complete system
of cognition. Kant also held that pure reason is practical, in the sense of
being able to motivate human beings to action; the Element will also
consider his theoretical justification of this claim and its empirical
consequences.

Keywords: Kant, duty, freedom, fundamental principle of morality, highest
good, humanity, principle of noncontradiction, practical reason, principle of
sufficient reason, systematicity, the unconditioned

© Paul Guyer 2019

ISBNs: 9781108438810 (PB), 9781108529761 (OC)
ISSNs: 2397-9461 (online), 2514-3824 (print)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108438810
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-43881-0 — Kant on the Rationality of Morality
Paul Guyer

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

1 Introduction
2 Reasons, Reasoning, and Reason as Such
3 From Noncontradiction to Universalizability

4 The Principle of Sufficient Reason and the Idea of the
Highest Good

5 Rationality and the System of Duties
6 Reason as Motivation
7 Kantian Constructivism

8 Conclusion

Bibliography

12

34

43

51

61

65

67

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108438810
www.cambridge.org

