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CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE CONTEMPORARY
NOVEL

Climate change is becoming a major theme in the contemporary
novel, as authors reflect concerns in wider society. Given the urgency
and enormity of the problem, can literature (and the emotional
response it provokes) play a role in answering the complex ethical
issues that arise because of climate change? This book shows that
conventional fictional techniques should not be disregarded as inade-
quate to the demands of climate change; rather, fiction has the
potential to challenge us, emotionally and ethically, to reconsider
our relationship to the future. Adeline Johns-Putra focuses on the
dominant theme of intergenerational ethics in the contemporary
novel: that is, the idea of our obligation to future generations as
a basis for environmental action. Rather than simply framing parent-
hood and posterity in sentimental terms, the climate change novel
uses their emotional appeal to critique their anthropocentricism and
identity politics, offering radical alternatives instead.

adeline johns-putra is Reader in English Literature at the
School of Literature and Languages, University of Surrey. She is the
author of Heroes and Housewives: Women’s Epic Poetry and Domestic
Ideology in the Romantic Age (2001) and The History of the Epic (2006).
She is also the editor of Process: Landscape and Text (2010) and
Literature and Sustainability: Concept, Text, and Culture (2017).

www.cambridge.org/9781108427371
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42737-1 — Climate Change and the Contemporary Novel
Adeline Johns-Putra 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

cambridge studies in twenty-first-century

literature and culture

Editor
Peter Boxall, University of Sussex

As the cultural environment of the twenty-first century comes into clearer
focus, Cambridge Studies in Twenty-First-Century Literature and Culture
presents a series of monographs that undertakes the most penetrating and
rigorous analysis of contemporary culture and thought.
The series is driven by the perception that critical thinking today is in a
state of transition. The global forces that produce cultural forms are
entering into powerful new alignments, which demand new analytical
vocabularies in the wake of later twentieth century theory. The series will
demonstrate that theory is not simply a failed revolutionary gesture that we
need to move beyond, but rather brings us to the threshold of a new
episteme, which will require new theoretical energy to navigate.
In this spirit, the series will host work that explores the most important
emerging critical contours of the twenty-first century, marrying inventive
and imaginative criticismwith theoretical and philosophical rigor. The aim
of the series will be to produce an enduring account of the twenty-first-
century intellectual landscape that will not only stand as a record of the
critical nature of our time, but that will also forge new critical languages
and vocabularies with which to navigate an unfolding age. In offering a
historically rich and philosophically nuanced account of contemporary
literature and culture, the series will stand as an enduring body of work
that helps us to understand the cultural moment in which we live.
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