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       German Science in the Age of Empire 

 This seminal study explores the national, imperial and indigenous 
interests at stake in a major survey expedition undertaken by the 
German Schlagintweit brothers, while in the employ of the East India 
Company, through south and central Asia in the 1850s. It argues that 
German scientists, lacking in this period a formal empire of their own, 
seized the opportunity presented by other imperial systems to observe, 
record, collect and loot manuscripts, maps and museological artefacts 
that shaped European understandings of the East. Drawing on archival 
research in three continents, von Brescius vividly explores the dynamics 
and conl icts of transcultural exploration beyond colonial frontiers in 
Asia. Analysing the contested careers of these imperial outsiders, he 
reveals signii cant changes in the culture of gentlemanly science, the 
violent negotiation of scientii c authority in a transnational arena and 
the transition from Humboldtian enquiry to a new disciplinary order. 
This book offers a new understanding of German science and its role 
in shaping foreign empires and provides a revisionist account of the 
questions of authority and of authenticity in reportage from distant sites. 

  MORITZ VON BRESCIUS , PhD, is Lecturer in Modern History at the 
University of Bern and Fellow of the Munich Centre for Global History, 
Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich.   
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    SCIENCE IN HISTORY   

   Series Editors 

   Simon J. Schaffer , University of Cambridge  

   James A. Secord , University of Cambridge   

  Science in History  is a major series of ambitious books on the 
 history of the sciences from the mid eighteenth century through the 
mid twentieth century, highlighting work that interprets the sciences 
from perspectives drawn from across the discipline of history. The focus 
on the major epoch of global economic, industrial and social trans-
formations is intended to encourage the use of sophisticated historical 
models to make sense of the ways in which the sciences have developed 
and changed. The series encourages the exploration of a wide range 
of scientii c traditions and the interrelations between them. It particu-
larly welcomes work that takes seriously the material practices of the 
sciences and is broad in geographical scope.   
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