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Deliberative Democracy Now

While millions feel politically marginalized, there is evidence that

democracy is evolving into a conversation-based, public-centered practice

called deliberative democracy. In this new form of democracy, public

discussion, conscious reflection, and collective choice drive democratic

governance and have the power to override democratic dysfunction.

Illustrating this emerging possibility with examples from twenty-eight

years of US public engagement on LGBT equality, this book offers a

practical model for the growth of deliberative democracy in which

everyone can take part. It identifies the necessary social catalysts, the role

of social networks and technology, and key pathways to addressing

unconscious bias, hidden fears, and identity based polarization as they

were overcome in the LGBT case. It demonstrates how each person can

gain voice and influence in a deliberative democracy in which people once

again become the true source of political power. This book will interest

anyone who cares about the future of democracy.

edwina barvosa is an associate professor at UC Santa Barbara who

holds a PhD in Government from Harvard University and an MA from

Cambridge University. An interdisciplinary social scientist and applied

theorist, she focuses on democracy, social change, and resolving the

influence of implicit bias in organizations and governance, especially of

socially inherited biases stored as contradictions within the self. She is the

author of Wealth of Selves: Multiple Identities, Mestiza Consciousness,

and the Subject of Politics (2008) and articles in journals such as

Perspectives on Politics and the Journal of Political Philosophy.
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Social scientists have rediscovered institutions. They have been
increasingly concerned with the myriad ways in which social and
political institutions shape the patterns of individual interactions that
produce social phenomena. They are equally concerned with the ways
in which those institutions emerge from such interactions.

This series is devoted to the exploration of the more normative aspects
of these issues. What makes one set of institutions better than another?
How, if at all, might we move from the less desirable set of institutions
to amore desirable set? Alongside the questions of what institutions we
would design, if we were designing them afresh, are pragmatic
questions of how we can best get from here to there: from our present
institutions to new revitalized ones.

Theories of Institutional Design is insistently multidisciplinary and
interdisciplinary, both in the institutions on which it focuses, and in
the methodologies used to study them. There are interesting
sociological questions to be asked about legal institutions, interesting
legal questions to be asked about economic institutions, and interesting
social, economic, and legal questions to be asked about political
institutions. By juxtaposing these approaches in print, this series aims
to enrich normative discourse surrounding important issues of
designing and redesigning, shaping and reshaping the social, political,
and economic institutions of contemporary society.
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Dedico esta obra a mis seres queridos y al legado de mis

antepasados al cual he intentado ser fiel/

I dedicate this work to my loved ones and to the legacy of my

ancestors, to which I have tried to be faithful

and

to the students of democracy everywhere–

you are the future.
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