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The coming of Christianity to Northern Europe resulted in profound
cultural changes. In the course of a few generations, new answers were
given to fundamental existential questions and older notions were
invalidated. Jonas Wellendorf’s study, the first monograph in English
on this subject, explores the medieval Scandinavian reception and
re-interpretation of pre-Christian Scandinavian religion. This origi-
nal work draws on a range of primary sources ranging from Prose
Edda and Saxo Grammaticus’ History of the Danes to less well-known
literary works including the Saga of Barlaam and the Hauksbdk man-
uscript (¢c. 1300). By providing an in-depth analysis of often over-
looked mythological materials, along with translations of all textual
passages, Wellendorf delivers an accessible work that sheds new light
on the ways in which the old gods were integrated into the Christian
worldview of medieval Scandinavia.

JONAS WELLENDOREF is an assistant professor in the Department of
Scandinavian at University of California, Berkeley. He is the author
of multiple articles in journals and peer-reviewed anthologies and has
also co-edited anthologies and an edition of an Old Norse rhetorical
treatise.
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Allir menn peir sem sannfrédir eru at um tidendi, vita at Tyrkir
ok Astamenn byggdu Nordrlond. Héfsk pd tunga st er sidan
dreifdisk um ¢ll lond. Formadr pess folks hét Odinn, er menn
rekja att dil.

All men who possess true knowledge about events know that
Turks and Asians populated the North. The tongue which later
spread across all lands originated then. The chieftain of this
people was called Odinn, and people trace their ancestry to him.

Sturlaugs saga starfsama, FAS vol. 111, p. 107
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