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       Monsoon Islam 

 Trade and Faith on the Medieval Malabar Coast 

 Between the twelfth and sixteenth centuries, a distinct form of Islamic 
thought and practice developed among Muslim trading communities of 
the Indian Ocean. Sebastian Prange argues that this “Monsoon Islam” 
was shaped by merchants not sultans, forged by commercial imperatives 
rather than in battle, and dei ned by the reality of Muslims living within 
non-Muslim societies. Focusing on India’s Malabar Coast, the much-
fabled “land of pepper”, Prange provides a case study of how Monsoon 
Islam developed in response to concrete economic, socio-religious, and 
political challenges. Because communities of Muslim merchants across 
the Indian Ocean were part of shared commercial, scholarly, and polit-
ical networks, developments on the Malabar Coast illustrate a broader, 
trans-oceanic history of the evolution of Islam across monsoon Asia. 
This history is told through four spaces that are examined in their phys-
ical manifestations as well as symbolic meanings: the Port, the Mosque, 
the Palace, and the Sea. 

 Sebastian R. Prange  is Assistant Professor of History at the University 
of British Columbia.    
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    Cambridge Oceanic Histories   

   Edited by  
 David Armitage 
 Alison Bashford 
 Sujit Sivasundaram 

 Across the world, historians have taken an oceanic turn. New mari-
time histories offer fresh approaches to the study of global regions, 
and to long- distance and long- term connections. Cambridge Oceanic 
Histories includes studies across whole oceans (the Pacii c, the Indian, 
the Atlantic) and particular seas (among them, the Mediterranean, 
the Caribbean, the North Sea, the Black Sea). The series is global in 
geography, ecumenical in historical method, and wide in temporal 
coverage, intended as a key repository for the most innovative trans-
national and world histories over the longue durée. It brings maritime 
history into productive conversation with other strands of historical 
research, including environmental history, legal history, intellectual his-
tory, labour history, cultural history, economic history and the history 
of science and technology. The editors invite studies that analyse the 
human and natural history of the world’s oceans and seas from any-
where on the globe and from any and all historical periods.   
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   Monsoon Islam 
 Trade and Faith on the Medieval 

Malabar Coast 

 Sebastian R. Prange 
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    Note on Dates, Weights, Places, 
and Transliterations     

  All dates have been converted to accord to the Common Era; where it is 
of signii cance, the original calendar is given in parentheses. 

 Weights are presented in the original units of measurement, with terms 
of conversion detailed in the notes. 

 A good argument can be made for following local usage in referring to 
places in India. For the Malabar Coast, Malayali place names are usu-
ally the basis for variants encountered in other languages; in many cases, 
these original names have now been restored to ofi cial usage in India. 
However, the renderings of Indian toponyms in European languages 
mark many of the primary sources and they continue to be used in much 
of the secondary literature. This has created a certain path dependency 
in academic usage –  to reject it outright risks a bewildering incoherency 
of place names when quoting from sources or the literature. Moreover, 
as this book focuses on Muslim traders, there are also the Arabic names 
for Indian ports and towns to contend with. On balance, therefore, this 
book follows established usage, except in cases where no anglicized form 
exists or where it seems needlessly remote. The table below (organized 
from north to south) serves as a reference for the pertinent place names 
on the Malabar Coast in English, Arabic, and Malayalam; the variant 
used in this book is given in capital letters. 

  English    Malayalam    Arabic  

 Barkur  BARKUR  Fa ̄ kanu ̄ r 
 MANGALORE  Mangalapuram  Manjaru ̄ r 
 Kasargode (Cassargode)  KASARAGOD  Harq ī lyah 
 MADAYI  Madai (Pazhayangadi)  —   
 Mount Eli  EZHIMALA  H ī l ī  
 —    VALAPATTANAM  Budfatta ̄ n 
 CANNANORE  Kannur  ?Ju ̄ rfattan 
 —    DHARMADAM (Dharmapattanam)  Dahfatta ̄ n 
 —    PANTALAYANI- KOLLAM  Fandar ī na 

(continued)
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 CALICUT  Kozhikode  Qa ̄ liqu ̄ t � ; Ka ̄ liku ̄ t 
 —    CHALIYAM (Beypore)  Sha ̄ liya ̄ t 
 —    PONNANI  Fannan ī  
 Cranganore  KODUNGALLUR  Kulankalu ̄ r 
 COCHIN  Kochi  Kush ī  
 Quilon  KOLLAM  Kawlam 

 Arabic terms in common usage have been simplii ed (e.g. Quran, not 
al- Qur’a ̄ n); transliteration of proper names of persons, places, and texts 
follows a slightly modii ed Library of Congress standard. For improved 
legibility, plurals of these terms follow the English convention of adding 
the letter “s” unless they are quoted from the original. Archaic English 
spellings have been modernized where they rel ect usage by a translator 
or editor rather than the original author.    
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