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Augustus’ success in implementing monarchical rule at Rome is often
attributed to innovations in the symbolic language of power, from the
star marking Julius Caesar’s deification to buildings like the Palatine
complex and the Forum Augustum to rituals including triumphs and
funerals. This book illuminates Roman subjects’ vital role in creating
and critiquing these images, in keeping with the Augustan poets’
sustained exploration of audiences’ active part in constructing verbal
and visual meaning. From Vergil to Ovid, these poets publicly inter-
pret, debate, and disrupt Rome’s evolving political iconography,
reclaiming it as the common property of an imagined republic of
readers. In showing how these poets used reading as a metaphor for
the mutual constitution of Augustan authority and a means of exer-
cising interpretive /ibertas under the principate, this book offers a
holistic new vision of Roman imperial power and its representation
that will stimulate scholars and students alike.

NANDINI B. PANDEY teaches Classics at the University of
Wisconsin—Madison. Her research centers on Latin literature, its
historical and cultural contexts, and its postclassical reception. She
has published in Transactions of the American Philological Association,
The International Journal of the Classical Tradition, Vergilius, Classical
Philology, Classical World, The Classical Journal, and Eidolon.
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RSC, p. 153, no. 419. Courtesy of the American Numismatic

Society. 67
3.1 Plan of the Palatine complex in light of Iacopi and Tedone

(2005/6), redrawn by M. C. Bishop. © M. C. Bishop. 84
3.2 Painting of Apollo Citharoedus from the house of Augustus,

Palatine Museum, Rome. Photograph by the author. 85
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Sutherland, RIC* 1, p. 74, no. 419 = Mattingly, BMCRE I,

p. 26, no. 126. © The Trustees of the British Museum. 86
3.4 Danaid statue in the Palatine Museum, Rome. Photograph

by the author. 94
3.5 Top of the head of one Danaid statue in the Palatine Museum,

Rome. Photograph by Bill Gladhill. With permission. 95

4.1 Emperor Augustus ordering the creation of a map of the Roman
empire, from an 1869 facsimile of the Hereford
Mappamundi, c. 1300. Photograph by Kathryn McKee. By
permission of the Master and Fellows of St. John’s College,
Cambridge 143
4.2 Plan of the Forum Augustum in light of recent excavations of
the lower exedrae, redrawn by M. C. Bishop. © M. C. Bishop 159
5.1 Silver skyphos from the Boscoreale treasure depicting a sacrifice.
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5.3 Denarius of Augustus, 12 BCE. AVGVSTVS with bare head
(obverse); barbarian kneeling right and offering a vexillum
(reverse). Sutherland, RIC* I, p. 74, no. 416 = Mattingly,
BMCRET, p. 26, no. 127 = Seaby, RSC, p. 151, no. 383.
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(c. 27-25 BCE). © The Trustees of the British Museum. 252
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