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THE POETICS OF POWER IN AUGUSTAN ROME

Augustus’ success in implementing monarchical rule at Rome is often
attributed to innovations in the symbolic language of power, from the
star marking Julius Caesar’s deification to buildings like the Palatine
complex and the Forum Augustum to rituals including triumphs and
funerals. This book illuminates Roman subjects’ vital role in creating
and critiquing these images, in keeping with the Augustan poets’
sustained exploration of audiences’ active part in constructing verbal
and visual meaning. From Vergil to Ovid, these poets publicly inter-
pret, debate, and disrupt Rome’s evolving political iconography,
reclaiming it as the common property of an imagined republic of
readers. In showing how these poets used reading as a metaphor for
the mutual constitution of Augustan authority and a means of exer-
cising interpretive libertas under the principate, this book offers a
holistic new vision of Roman imperial power and its representation
that will stimulate scholars and students alike.

  .  teaches Classics at the University of
Wisconsin–Madison. Her research centers on Latin literature, its
historical and cultural contexts, and its postclassical reception. She
has published in Transactions of the American Philological Association,
The International Journal of the Classical Tradition, Vergilius, Classical
Philology, Classical World, The Classical Journal, and Eidolon.
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. Denarius of Julius Caesar,  BCE. Diademed bust of Venus
with star in hair (obverse); trophy with shields, captives, and
legend CAESAR (reverse). Crawford, RRC / = Grueber,
BMCRR II, p. , Spain no. . Courtesy of the American
Numismatic Society. page 

. Denarius of P. Sepullius Macer,  BCE. Laureate head of
Julius Caesar (obverse); standing Venus holding victory
(reverse). Crawford, RRC /b = Grueber, BMCRR I,
p. , Rome no. . Courtesy of the American
Numismatic Society. 

. Denarius of Mark Antony,  BCE. Head of Antony with star
beneath (obverse); bearded head of Octavian (reverse).
Crawford, RRC /a = Grueber, BMCRR II, p. , East
no. . Courtesy of the American Numismatic Society. 

. Bronze of Octavian,  BCE. Head of Octavian labeled
DIVI F[ILIVS] with star (obverse); laurel wreath encircling
DIVOS IVLIVS (reverse). Crawford, RRC / = Grueber,
BMCRR II, p. , Gaul nos. – = Burnett, RPC I,
p. , no. . Courtesy of the American Numismatic
Society. 

. Denarius of Octavian,  BCE. Head of Octavian (obverse);
temple of Divus Iulius (reverse). Crawford, RRC / =
Grueber, BMCRR II, p. , Africa nos. – = Sydenham,
CRR, p. , no. . Courtesy of the American
Numismatic Society. 

. Denarius of Augustus, – BCE. Head of Augustus
(obverse); eight-rayed comet (reverse). Sutherland, RIC I,
p. , no. a = Mattingly, BMCRE I, p. , nos. –.
Courtesy of the American Numismatic Society. 
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. Denarius of Augustus,  BCE. Herald of games (obverse);
youthful head with comet above (reverse). Sutherland, RIC

I, p. , no.  = Mattingly, BMCRE I, p. , no. .
Courtesy of the American Numismatic Society. 

. Denarius of Augustus,  BCE. Head of Augustus (obverse);
Augustus placing star on head of half-clad figure of Divus
Iulius carrying Victory and spear (reverse). Sutherland, RIC

I, p. , no.  = Mattingly, BMCRE I, p. , nos. –
= Grueber, BMCRR II, p. , Rome no. – = Seaby,
RSC, p. , no. . Courtesy of the American Numismatic
Society. 

. Plan of the Palatine complex in light of Iacopi and Tedone
(/), redrawn by M. C. Bishop. © M. C. Bishop. 

. Painting of Apollo Citharoedus from the house of Augustus,
Palatine Museum, Rome. Photograph by the author. 

. Aureus of L. Caninius Gallus,  BCE. Bare-headed Augustus
as DIVI F[ILIVS] (obverse); oak wreath labeled OB C[IVIS]
S[ERVATOS] above doors flanked by laurel branches (reverse).
Sutherland, RIC I, p. , no.  = Mattingly, BMCRE I,
p. , no. . © The Trustees of the British Museum. 

. Danaid statue in the Palatine Museum, Rome. Photograph
by the author. 

. Top of the head of one Danaid statue in the Palatine Museum,
Rome. Photograph by Bill Gladhill. With permission. 

. Emperor Augustus ordering the creation of a map of the Roman
empire, from an  facsimile of the Hereford
Mappamundi, c. . Photograph by Kathryn McKee. By
permission of the Master and Fellows of St. John’s College,
Cambridge 

. Plan of the Forum Augustum in light of recent excavations of
the lower exedrae, redrawn by M. C. Bishop. © M. C. Bishop 

. Silver skyphos from the Boscoreale treasure depicting a sacrifice.
Musée du Louvre. Image and original data provided by
Réunion des Musées Nationaux/Art Resource, New York.
Photograph by Hervé Lewandowski. 

. Silver skyphos from the Boscoreale treasure depicting the
triumph of Tiberius. Musée du Louvre. Image and original
data provided by Réunion des Musées Nationaux/Art
Resource, New York. Photograph by Hervé Lewandowski. 
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. Denarius of Augustus,  BCE. AVGVSTVS with bare head
(obverse); barbarian kneeling right and offering a vexillum
(reverse). Sutherland, RIC I, p. , no.  = Mattingly,
BMCRE I, p. , no.  = Seaby, RSC, p. , no. .
Courtesy of the American Numismatic Society. 

. Bronze head of Augustus with inlaid eyes of glass and calcite
(c. – BCE). © The Trustees of the British Museum. 

x Illustrations

www.cambridge.org/9781108422659
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42265-9 — The Poetics of Power in Augustan Rome
Nandini B. Pandey 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgments

This book has grown like a tree with the unseen passage of time, its
interosculating branches and growth rings marking my own maturation
as a scholar, watered by so many sources it is difficult to parse my thanks.
Two of these chapters began in seminars at the University of California,

Berkeley, led by Erich Gruen and Tonio Hölscher, though they might
hardly recognize the seeds of earlier ideas in the present work. I thank my
doctoral supervisor Kathleen McCarthy; Erich, his AHMA dissertation
group, and Ann, for nourishing us all with moral support and fresh-baked
cookies; and other Berkeley faculty and friends for challenging me to
improve and expand these ideas on many fronts.
My work benefited at an early stage from funding from UC Berkeley

and a predoctoral position at the College of Wooster (–) through
the Consortium for Faculty Diversity in the Liberal Arts. I am also grateful
to Loyola University Maryland for summer grants in  and , as
well as research assistance by Tracy Gore, and the Fondation Hardt for an
idyllic setting in which to develop Chapter  in . An earlier draft of
Chapter  was published in TAPA () and benefited from the com-
ments of readers and then-editor Katharina Volk.
This book is indebted to conversations at the Symposia Cumana in

 and , organized at the Villa Vergiliana by Bill Gladhill and by
Christopher Nappa and John Miller, respectively. I extend heartfelt thanks
to them and my fellow participants, including Christine Perkell and Julia
Hejduk, who respectively edited an early version of one section of Chap-
ter  for Vergilius () and a related paper on the Harvard School for
Classical World (). At Cumae I also had the privilege of solidifying
intellectual friendships with John Schafer, Micah Myers, Lauren Curtis,
and Tom Zanker, all of whom commented on drafts of various chapters.
I am particularly grateful to a Loeb Classical Library Foundation

Fellowship for funding a semester of research leave in the –

academic year, matched by another semester from the University of

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108422659
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42265-9 — The Poetics of Power in Augustan Rome
Nandini B. Pandey 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Wisconsin–Madison. The latter’s Center for the Humanities additionally
awarded me a First Book Prize to convene advisors on a preliminary draft
of the book: Jim O’Hara, Anton Powell, my departmental mentor Laura
McClure, Nick Cahill, Marc Kleijwegt, Teresa Kelley, and Dan Kapust.
To them, along with my colleagues Grant Nelsestuen and Alex Dressler,
I owe thanks for a welcome infusion of fresh ideas, several stemming from
Grant’s workshop on Roman Republicanism with related talks by Joy
Connolly and Jed Atkins.

Other formative events in the life of this book include the Commemor-
ating Augustus conference organized by Penelope Goodman at Leeds in
; a  workshop on epic organized by Boris Maslov at the Univer-
sity of Chicago, which I had the honor of co-leading with David Quint;
and a workshop organized by Amy Russell and Monica Hellström at
Durham University in  on the social dynamics of ideology formation
in the Roman Empire, along with the conversations that there ensued with
Greg Rowe, Olivier Hekster, Clare Rowan, and others. For a late-stage
infusion of energy and ideas, I am especially indebted to the Globalizing
Ovid conference organized by Jinyu Liu at Shanghai Normal University in
, particularly to Gareth Williams, Mira Seo, and Laurel Fulkerson for
careful comments on the central chapters.

I gratefully acknowledge the organizers, moderators, and attendees of
APA/SCS panels in  and – where I presented ideas related
in diverse and sometimes tangential ways to this book. I also received
useful feedback on related conference papers at Johns Hopkins (),
Ohio State (), the Classical Association conference at Durham Uni-
versity (), the ACLA meeting at Brown University (), the Uni-
versity of Lisbon (), and the Celtic Conferences in Classics in Dublin
() and Montreal (). Though interlocutors who inspired me are
too numerous to name, Richard Thomas, Matthew Roller, Peter Wise-
man, and Joseph Geiger deserve fond thanks among the many who have
nourished my thinking in person and in print.

In addition I would like to thank the friends, colleagues, interview
committees, and students who variously organized, attended, and offered
feedback at talks related to this book at Loyola University Maryland (,
, , ), the University of Missouri (), Reed College
(), Swarthmore College (), where I first learned and loved Latin
thanks to Gil Rose, the University of Wisconsin–Madison (, with a
Center for the Humanities talk in ), Amherst College (), Harvard
University (), Illinois Wesleyan University (), Trinity University
(), Beloit College (), the University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee

xii Acknowledgments

www.cambridge.org/9781108422659
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42265-9 — The Poetics of Power in Augustan Rome
Nandini B. Pandey 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

(), and Northwestern University (), as well as participants in
various online sessions on my papers at Academia.edu and the ever-
sustaining inspiration of my students, past and present.
Michael Sharp and my readers at Cambridge University Press have

given me invaluable advice during the long gestation of this book. I am
particularly grateful to Lisa Sinclair and Philip Riley for their expert
assistance late in the production process. I thank Elena Stolyarik of the
American Numismatic Society, the Denver Art Museum, Mike Bishop,
Paul Zanker, and Kathryn McKee of St. John’s College, Cambridge, for
their help and generosity in supplying figures for the present monograph.
Support for this research was provided by the University of Wisconsin–
Madison Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research and Graduate Educa-
tion with funding from the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation. I also
most gratefully acknowledge the material and intellectual support of my
colleagues at the University of Wisconsin–Madison, and I apologize to
Tibullus, who didn’t survive the final, cruelest rub of the pumice stone.
It seems only fitting that a book about poetic dialogue has itself been the

beneficiary of countless conversations over its long history, not all directly
related to the ideas at hand, often over a vivifying Last Word (equal parts
gin, maraschino liqueur, Green Chartreuse, and fresh lime juice). As
I recede behind this text, I raise a glass to Anna Pisarello, Virginia Lewis,
Athena Kirk, Amy Russell, John Tully, Tom Hendrickson, Randy Souza,
David Jacobson, Chris Adams, Brian Norman, Mavis Biss, the Berkeley
Wine Team, and above all Laurent Heller, whose love, support, and
culinary talents sustained me over the last, and happiest, years of this
project.

Acknowledgments xiii

www.cambridge.org/9781108422659
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42265-9 — The Poetics of Power in Augustan Rome
Nandini B. Pandey 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108422659
www.cambridge.org

