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Primatology draws on theory and methods from diverse fields,

including anatomy, anthropology, biology, ecology, medicine,

psychology, veterinary sciences, and zoology. The more than 500 species

of primate range from tiny mouse lemurs to huge gorillas, and

primatologists collect data in a variety of environments including field

sites, research facilities, museums, sanctuaries and zoos as well as from

the literature. The variability in our research interests, study animals

and research sites means that there are no standard protocols for how to

study primates. Nevertheless, asking good questions and designing

appropriate studies to answer them are vital if we are to produce high-

quality science. This accessible guide for graduate students and

postdoctoral researchers explains how to develop a research question,

formulate testable hypotheses and predictions, design and conduct a

project, and report the results. The focus is on research integrity and

ethics throughout, and the book provides practical advice on

overcoming common difficulties researchers face.
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Preface

There are more than 500 species of primate, ranging in size from the

~30 g Madame Berthe’s mouse lemur to the ~250 kg male Grauer’s

gorilla. Some species are arboreal, others terrestrial. Some live in large

groups, others forage alone. Some species are diurnal, some nocturnal,

and still others are active at any time of day or night. Primatology draws

on theory and methods from diverse fields, including anatomy, anthro-

pology, biology, ecology, medicine, psychology, veterinary sciences, and

zoology. Primatologists collect data in field environments with various

levels of anthropogenic influence, animal sanctuaries, research facil-

ities, museums and zoos, and from the literature. We are motivated

by discovery, conservation, and welfare. The variability in our study

animals, research interests, and motivations means that there are no

standard protocols or off-the-shelf recipes for how to study primates.

Nevertheless, asking the right questions and designing appropriate

studies to answer them are vital if we are to produce high-quality

science. These are also the topics that students often find most difficult.

This book guides readers in how to think scientifically. It covers

the skills needed to assess published studies critically, develop a

research question, formulate testable hypotheses and predictions,

design and conduct a study that will test the predictions, select appro-

priate measures and samples, analyse the data, interpret the results,

draw conclusions about the data in relation to the original question, and

report the results. I emphasise ethics and the need for honest, rigorous,

and transparent science throughout. I explain common misconceptions

and problems in primatology and how to resolve them. I include the

difficulties researchers can face, including imposter syndrome, field-

work in difficult environments, and reverse culture shock. I highlight

key terms the first time I use them and use text boxes to cover issues in

more depth than in the main text. Each chapter includes a summary

and suggestions for further reading.
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This book will be valuable for postgraduate and postdoctoral

scholars in primatology and allied disciplines. It will also be useful for

final-year undergraduates contemplating their dissertation and for

those who teach undergraduates, advise postgraduates, mentor postdoc-

toral scholars, and conduct their own research.

Author royalties will be donated to the International Primatologi-

cal Society Conservation fund.
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