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World Ordering

Drawing on evolutionary epistemology, process ontology, and a socialcognition approach, this book suggests “cognitive evolution,” an
evolutionary-constructivist social and normative theory of change and
stability of international social orders. It argues that practices and their
background knowledge survive preferentially; communities of practice
serve as their vehicle; and social orders evolve. As an evolutionary theory
of world ordering, which does not borrow from the natural sciences, it
explains why certain conﬁgurations of practices organize and govern
social orders epistemically and normatively, and why and how these
conﬁgurations evolve from one social order to another. Suggesting a
multiple and overlapping international social orders approach, the book
uses three running cases of contested orders – Europe’s contemporary
social order, the cyberspace order, and the corporate order – to illustrate
the theory. Based on the concepts of “common humanity” and “epistemological security,” the author also submits a normative theory of
“better” practices and of bounded progress.
e m a n u e l a d l e r is the Andrea and Charles Bronfman Chair of Israeli
Studies and Professor of Political Science at the University of Toronto,
and Honorary Professor at the University of Copenhagen. He is also a
Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and of the European Academy of
Sciences. His publications include Security Communities (co-edited with
Michael Barnett, Cambridge University Press, 1998) and International
Practices (co-edited with Vincent Pouliot, Cambridge University
Press, 2011).
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Because this book is about how thinking involves relationships – how
relationships are about practices and their evolution – it is not surprising
that my own thinking and academic practice evolved with and because of
relationships. I ﬁrst began conceiving of cognitive evolution in graduate
school forty years ago in close interaction with Ernst Haas, without
whom this book would never have happened. I trace my intellectual
origins to him. The ideas themselves evolved through universities
I worked at, projects I was involved with, articles and books I wrote,
conferences I attended, and most important, interactions with colleagues
around the world and with my graduate students. Throughout all this
time, I’ve had the good luck to accumulate numerous debts. If, because
of the book’s long gestation, or for reasons of mere distraction, I forgot to
mention individuals and institutions who deserve acknowledgment,
I apologize.
I thank my graduate students who made this long journey much more
meaningful, helping me to bring the book to fruition from a love for
teaching and learning. In particular, Gustavo Carvalho, Steven Loleski,
Craig Smith, and Simon Pratt, four of my research assistants, played a
major role in putting together the book’s empirical illustrations. I am
immensely indebted to their knowledge, research, large amounts of
material, lengthy discussions, and positive dispositions. My editor and
friend Jacqueline Larson made the book much more readable by eliminating the many traces of Spanish and Hebrew in my use of the English
language. Two reviewers gave me excellent suggestions for revision, most
of which I followed. The book improved because of them. I am grateful
to John Haslam, who, as always, provided encouragement and guidance.
Robert Dreesen read a messy ﬁrst draft and pointed out its ﬂaws. He and
Patrick McCartan encouraged me to write the book.
This journey would have been different, duller, and probably would
have headed in a different direction had it not been for Janice Stein
and Michael Barnett, two of my best friends and colleagues, whose
intellectual inspiration and continuous encouragement were essential
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for me to write this book. Janice was instrumental for my move to the
University of Toronto almost twenty years ago, which opened a new
scholarly world and access to excellent students and colleagues who
knowingly or unknowingly contributed to this book. Charles Bronfman
established the Bronfman Chair of Israeli Studies and therefore made
writing this book possible. I also owe a huge intellectual debt to my good
friend Chris Reus-Smit, who was my “compass.” He read all the drafts
and consistently provided feedback and advice that always pointed in the
right direction. In 2015, Chris organized a book workshop at Queensland
University in Brisbane, Australia, where I received excellent comments
that forced me back to the drawing board to revise the manuscript one
more time. In particular, I thank Robyn Eckersley, Colin Wight, Toni
Erskine, Jason Sharman, Ian Hall, and Renee Jeffrey, who discussed
different chapters. Among many of the workshop’s participants whose
comments were useful, I thank Tim Dunne, Andy Hurrell, Richard
Devetak, Andrew Philipps, Heather Rae, Richard Shapcott, and
Martin Weber.
Vincent Pouliot read all the drafts and has been providing invaluable
feedback and advice since we ﬁrst met more than a decade ago. Vincent,
together with Markus Kornprobst and Piki Ish Shalom, all former students and currently colleagues and friends, appointed themselves as a
“junta” that organized a festschrift conference in 2017. With many
former and current students, as well as colleagues and friends all in one
room, the feedback I received on the book was invaluable. In addition to
the members of the “junta,” I especially want to highlight Chris ReusSmit (again), Stefano Guzzini, Michael Barnett, Janice Stein, Peter
Katzenstein, Peter Haas, and Alena Drieschova, who wrote papers and
provided excellent feedback and advice that sent me to revise the manuscript still once more. Their comments, along with Chuck Beitz’s, were
important for conceiving Chapter 10, where I suggest a normative theory
to supplement cognitive evolution’s analytical theory.
Of the many colleagues and friends at the University of Toronto, I will
single out David Cameron, Rob Vipond, Pekka Sinervo, and Louis Pauly.
Lou was also my pal as co-editor of International Organization, which
become another milestone in the book’s journey because it taught me a
lot about the ﬁeld of international relations. I am also very grateful to
Stephen Toope, who, as former director of the Munk School of Global
Affairs and Public Policy, provided intellectual guidance and ﬁnancial
support, and to Steven Bernstein, Matt Hoffmann, Lilach Gilady, Seva
Gunitsky, Teresa Kramarz, Wendy Wong, Bob Brym, Jutta Brunnée, and
John Lindsay. I thank my former students Alena Drieschova, Corneliu
Bjola, Ruben Zaiotti, Nisha Shaw, Alanna Krolikowski, Joelle Dumouchel,
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Patricia Greve, and David Polanski, as well as my current students Maika
Sondarjee, Michael Faubert, Steven Loleski, Michael Faubert, and Ryder
McKeown. Through their work and our exchanges, they have contributed
to my own thinking on cognitive evolution and practice theory.
My graduate students at the International Relations Department of the
Hebrew University were among the ﬁrst to be exposed to the idea of
cognitive evolution. I learned from them and am particularly grateful to
Piki Ish Shalom, Tal Dingott, Raffaella Del Sarto, Amir Lupovici, Emily
Landau, Tal Sadeh, Tommy Steiner, Arie Kacowicz, and Orit Gazit.
I am also grateful to the late Yaacov Bar Siman Tov, Yaacov Vertzberger,
Moshe Hirsch, and Alfred Tovias. I especially want to mention Yaron
Ezrahi, whose brilliant mind I mined.
While still a student in Berkeley and then throughout my career,
I received support and advice and learned a lot from my good friend
Beverly Crawford. She and I ﬁrst conceived of minimalist progress in IR.
I developed many of my ideas on progress and humanist realism together
with her – she was my harshest critc but also my greatest enthusiast. I thank
colleagues who contributed to Bev’s and my edited book on progress in IR,
particularly Jack Donnelly, Peter Haas, John Ruggie, and Ben Schiff, for
inspiring my ideas on progress. John Ruggie, and his lifetime work on
“what makes the world hang together,” was one of the main inspiration
sources for this book. In the late 1980s I spent two years as a fellow of the
Center of Science and International Affairs (CSIA) at Harvard University,
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Joe Nye and Thomas Schelling for intellectual inspiration. Tom was one of
my mentors then, and I am sure that he was surprised when, in an International Studies Association (ISA) panel in his honor years later, I claimed
that deep down he was a constructivist. My ideas on cognitive evolution
kept evolving as a consequence of my cooperation with Peter Haas in
putting together a special issue of International Organization on epistemic
communities in 1992, and then my cooperation with Michael Barnett on
an edited book on security communities, which we published in 1998.
My many conversations with Karl Deutsch deeply enriched me and my
understanding of security communities and cognitive evolution. In
1998–99, I started to conceive the book in its present form while taking
a sabbatical year at the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs
(WCFIA), Harvard University. I still remember when I discovered by
chance the concept of communities of practice, and how I could not
sleep that night because of my excitement at the implications. The
concept helped organize many of my loose thoughts on cognitive evolution. I am grateful to the then-director of WCFIA, Jorge Dominguez, and
to Herbert Kelman, from whom I learned much.
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In 2011, I ﬁrst presented some rough ideas on the book at an inaugural
lecture for an honorary professorship I received from the Political Science Department at Copenhagen University. I am very grateful to Lene
Hansen, Rebecca Adler-Nissen, Stefano Guzzini, Trine Flockhart, and
James Der Derian for their critical but extremely useful feedback and
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(KFG) program at Freie Universitat, directed by Thomas Risse and
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a preliminary stage. KFG fellows, too many to mention, also provided
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them by invitation at the Conference of the Association of Latin American Political Scientists (ALACIP), in Montevideo, Uruguay. I am
immensely grateful to my friend Adolfo Garcé, with whom I have been
speaking about cognitive evolution ever since, for inviting me and for his
invaluable feedback. I gave the other lecture at the Conference of the
Society of Argentinian Political Scientists (SAAP) in Buenos Aires.
Special thanks go to Emanuel Porcelli and Daniela Perrotta for their
kind invitation and for extensive feedback on the talk. I profusely thank

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-41995-6 — World Ordering
Emanuel Adler
Frontmatter
More Information

x

Acknowledgments

Nicolas Saldias, who offered invaluable research assistance in preparing
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diffusion but also because “a mucha honra soy Uruguayo.”
I am grateful to Alex Wendt, Fritz Kratochwil (again), Christian
Büger, Anna Leander, Jeff Checkel, Alexandra Gheciu, Yosef Lapid,
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this project.
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In my eclectic and synthetic approach, I stand on the shoulders of
giants without whom I would not have been able to develop cognitive
evolution theory. The particular giants are Ernst B. Haas, Ilia Prigogine,
Karl Deutsch, Kenneth Boulding, Ludwik Fleck, Karl Popper, Thomas
Schelling, John Searle, Stephen Toulmin, and Etienne Wenger. Because
of Robert Pirsig’s Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance, which I read
back in 1976, I had my ﬁrst “aha” moment on the construction of social
reality (a.k.a. the motorcycle).
Finally, my deepest gratitude goes to my family. Sylvia, my wife,
stoically endured my struggle to write this book and accompanied me
on the wild ride. Shirli, my daughter, Nadav and Jonathan, my sons, and
Daniel, Elisha, Nina, and Lily, my delightful grandchildren, patiently
waited for the moment that I’d be ﬁnished writing this book. Without
their love, support, and understanding this work would have never seen
the light of day. I dedicate it to them, and to my students, whom I also
consider part of a larger family.
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