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Health and Illness in Close Relationships

Health and Illness in Close Relationships provides an integrated
theoretical framework for understanding the complexities of health
trajectories and relationship processes. It is the first volume to review
and synthesize current empirical evidence and associated theoretical
constructs from the literature on health and illness in close
relationships across the social and behavioral sciences. In doing so, it
provides a unique cross-disciplinary understanding of how health and
illness redefine relationships. The volume also maps out an
explanatory framework of how the pathways and processes of close
relationships pose considerations for resilience and flourishing or, on
the contrary, for relational and health decline. It will appeal to
researchers and students across psychology, communication, and
relationship studies, as well as to health professionals who are
interested in understanding how health conditions can shape or be
shaped by patients’ close relationships.

ASHLEY P. DUGGAN is an associate professor in the Communication
Department and the Medical Humanities Program at Boston College,
USA. She is also the co-director of the Communication and Family
Medicine Research Division, a collaboration between Tufts
University School of Medicine and Boston College, USA.
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Advances in Personal Relationships

Christopher R. Agnew
Purdue University

John P. Caughlin
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

C. Raymond Knee
University of Houston

Terri L. Orbuch
Oakland University

Although scholars from a variety of disciplines have written and conversed
about the importance of personal relationships for decades, the emergence
of personal relationships as a field of study is relatively recent. Advances in
Personal Relationships represents the culmination of years of multidisci-
plinary and interdisciplinary work on personal relationships. Sponsored by
the International Association for Relationship Research, the series offers
readers cutting-edge research and theory in the field. Contributing authors
are internationally known scholars from a variety of disciplines, including
social psychology, clinical psychology, communication, history, sociology,
gerontology, and family studies. Volumes include integrative reviews, con-
ceptual pieces, summaries of research programs, and major theoretical
works. Advances in Personal Relationships presents first-rate scholarship
that is both provocative and theoretically grounded. The theoretical and
empirical work described by authors will stimulate readers and advance the
field by offering new ideas and retooling old ones. The series will be of
interest to upper-division undergraduate students, graduate students,
researchers, and practitioners.

Other Books in the Series

Attribution, Communication Behavior, and Close Relationships
Valerie Manusov and John H. Harvey, editors

Stability and Change in Relationships

Anita L. Vangelisti, Harry T. Reis, and Mary Anne Fitzpatrick, editors
Understanding Marriage: Developments in the Study of Couple
Interaction

Patricia Noller and Judith A. Feeney, editors

Growing Together: Personal Relationships Across the Lifespan
Frieder R. Lang and Karen L. Fingerman, editors

Communicating Social Support

Daena J. Goldsmith
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Communicating Affection: Interpersonal Behavior and Social Context
Kory Floyd

Changing Relations: Achieving Intimacy in a Time of Social
Transition

Robin Goodwin

Feeling Hurt in Close Relationships

Anita L. Vangelisti, editor

Romantic Relationships in Emerging Adulthood

Frank D. Fincham and Ming Cui, editors

Responding to Intimate Violence Against Women: The Role of
Informal Networks

Renate Klein

Social Influences on Romantic Relationships: Beyond the Dyad
Christopher R. Agnew, editor

Positive Approaches to Optimal Relationship Development

C. Raymond Knee and Harry T. Reis, editors

Personality and Close Relationship Processes

Stanley O. Gaines, Jr.

The Experience and Expression of Uncertainty in Close Relationships
Jennifer A. Theiss

Contemporary Studies on Relationships, Health, and Wellness
Jennifer A. Theiss and Kathryn Greene, editors

Power in Close Relationships

Christopher R. Agnew and Jennifer . Harman, editors
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For the Martha’s Vineyard Communication Association, the
MVCA for short.

My favorite quasi-professional “association,” a group of eight
women who hold space for each other in the complexities of
illness, surgery, new grandbabies, the loss of loved ones,
accomplishments, and milestones, all over lots of wine, good
food, and laughter. We are connected as communication
faculty across different universities through our annual
“conference” at Martha’s Vineyard, through many years as
a collective, and through our shared history of friendship and
support. The MVCA is made up of Bonnie Jefferson, Sara
Weintraub, Rita Rosenthal, Anne Mattina, Sherry Shepler,
Roberta Kosberg, Nancy Willets, and me.
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Health and illness trajectories require that we understand beyond
what we already know. The story of illness does not end with the
completion of medical treatment. Sometimes the vulnerability
shatters hope and leaves people feeling fragmented. Other times, the
vulnerability shifts understanding such that people find new meaning.
Never does it seem that illness is just a point of going through the
motions. I am grateful for the many people over the years who have
allowed and invited me into their lives as they navigate the
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creative aspects of writing.

X1

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108419932
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-41993-2 — Health and Illness in Close Relationships
Ashley P. Duggan

Frontmatter

More Information

Xii ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Lauren Alevizos, my research assistant, worked tirelessly on
citations and references for this volume.

Martha Bancroft, friend, artist, and photographer, who took the
cover photo.

Terri “The Love Doctor” Orbuch, after hearing my comments at
the International Association for Relationship Research (IARR)
mentorship conference I hosted, asked whether I had noticed I was
good at making sense of lots of different strands of research. Her
question prompted subsequent commitments to writing projects that
integrate many different aspects for a topic. Perhaps in love and in
writing, the seemingly small gestures make a difference!

Teresa Thompson shaped my understanding of whether theory
can be context specific. In our shared work in connecting
interpersonal communication processes with health and illness
trajectories we considered how attributes of health and illness context
shape relationship processes.

Sandra Petronio, my friend, co-author, mentor, and travel
partner, introduced me to IARR, and challenged me to consider
privacy boundaries in health and illness.

Allen Shaughnessy, co-author and collaborator, who makes the
process of learning and challenging assumptions all the more rich and
colorful. Cheers to our next steps in research in family medicine
together.

Stan Deetz, with whom I have the privilege of learning what it
means to see differently, and who has greatly influenced my
understanding of generativity and engagement in theory-building and
everyday life.

Todd Miller, spouse, co-parent and life partner, who helps me
keep my grounding over time.

I could not do this work without the support of my university,
Boston College, where Jesuit traditions shape my thinking and allow
me to recognize competing tensions as productive. I am also grateful
for my long-standing academic appointment at Tufts University
School of Medicine and for my research colleagues there.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108419932
www.cambridge.org

