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Mass tort lawsuits over products like pelvic and hernia mesh, Roundup, opioids, talcum
powder, and hip implants consume a substantial part of the federal civil caseload. But
multidistrict litigation, which federal courts use to package these individual tort suits
into one proceeding, has not been extensively analyzed. In Mass Tort Deals, Elizabeth
Chamblee Burch marshals a wide array of empirical data to suggest that a systemic lack
of checks and balances in our courts may benefit everyone but the plaintiffs — the very
people who are often unable to stand up for themselves. Rather than faithfully repre-
senting them, plaintiffs’ lawyers may sell them out in backroom settlements that
compensate lawyers handsomely, pay plaintiffs little, and deny them the justice they
seek. From diagnosis to reforms, Burch’s goal isn’t to eliminate these suits, it’s to save
them. This book is a must read for concerned citizens, policy makers, lawyers, and
judges alike.

ELIZABETH CHAMBLEE BURCH is the Fuller E. Callaway Chair of Law at the University
of Georgia School of Law and has been a visiting professor at Harvard Law School. In
2015, she won the American Law Institute’s Early Career Scholars Medal. She has
published more than 30 articles and essays in journals such as the New York University
Law Review, Cornell Law Review, Virginia Law Review, and Vanderbilt Law Review. She
co-authored a casebook on The Law of Class Actions and Other Aggregate Litigation
(2009) and is a frequent commentator in various national news media, such as The New
York Times, The Wall Street Journal, Forbes, USA Today, and The L.A. Times. For more
information and the book’s dataset, please visit www.elizabethchambleeburch.com.
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