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Deadly Clerics explains why some Muslim clerics adopt the ideology of militant
jihadism while most do not. The book explores multiple pathways of cleric
radicalization and shows that the interplay of academic, religious, and political
institutions has influenced the rise of modern jihadism through a mechanism of
blocked ambition. As long as clerics’ academic ambitions remain attainable, they
are unlikely to espouse violent jihad. Clerics who are forced out of academia are
more likely to turn to jihad for two reasons: jihadist ideas are attractive to those
who see the system as turning against them, and preaching a jihad ideology can
help these outsider clerics attract supporters and funds. The book draws on
evidence from various sources, including large-scale statistical analysis of texts
and network data obtained from the Internet, case studies of clerics’ lives, and
ethnographic participant observations at sites in Cairo, Egypt.
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This is a book about jihadists as academics. It tells stories of scholars
experiencing the benefits and constraints of academia, relying on their scholarly
networks to get ahead or finding them unequal to the task, of academic success
and failure, and the ways that the disappointment of having one’s academic
ambitions blocked can push some people to embrace violent ideas and urge
heinous actions. I do not mean this by way of analogy. Jihadist clerics are
not “like" academics, but rather they are academics, although their academic
personalities are often overshadowed by the dreadful consequences of their
ideas. Writing about networks of scholars in Islamic legal academia has forced
me to repeatedly contemplate my own academic networks and recognize just
how fortunate I have been. Without the people thanked here, and many more
that Pm sure I have failed to recall, it would not have been possible for me to
write this book.
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Note on Arabic transliteration: Throughout, I use International Journal of
Middle East Studies standards for transliteration. Accordingly, T use “<” for
ayin (a voiced pharyngeal fricative) and “>” for hamza (a glottal stop). I do not
include these diacritics for proper names of people.

This material is based on work supported by the National Science Foundation
under a Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant (1159298) and the National
Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship Program. Any opinions,
findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are
those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National
Science Foundation.

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108416689
www.cambridge.org

