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       THE SPIRITUAL IMAGINATION OF 
THE BEATS 

  h e Spiritual Imagination of the Beats  is the i rst comprehensive study 
to explore the role of esoteric,   occult,   alchemical,   shamanistic, mys-
tical   and magical     traditions in the work of eleven major Beat authors. 
h e opening chapter discusses Kenneth Rexroth   and Robert Duncan   
as predecessors and important inl uences on the spiritual orientation 
of the Beats. David Stephen Calonne draws comparisons throughout 
this book between various approaches individual Beat writers took 
regarding sacred experience –  for example, William S. Burroughs   
registered signii cant objections to Buddhism,   while Allen Ginsberg   
and Jack Kerouac   both devoted considerable time to studying 
Buddhist history and texts. h is book also focuses on authors who 
have traditionally been neglected in Beat studies –  Diane di Prima,   
Bob Kaufman,   Philip Lamantia, and Philip Whalen.   In addition, 
several understudied works such as Gregory Corso’s   “h e Geometric 
Poem”   – inspired by Corso’s deep engagement with ancient Egyptian 
thought – are given close attention. Calonne introduces import-
ant themes from the history of heterodoxy – from Gnosticism, 
Manicheanism   and Ismailism to   h eosophy –  and   demonstrates 
how inextricably these ideas shaped the Beat literary imagination. 

  David Stephen Calonne  is the author of  William Saroyan:   My 
Real Work Is Being  (1983);  Bebop Buddhist   Ecstasy: Saroyan’s Inl uence 
on Kerouac   and the Beats  (2010) with an introduction by Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti;   and literary biographies of Charles Bukowski   and 
Henry Miller.   He has also edited four volumes of i ction and essays 
by Bukowski for City Lights. Calonne has lectured at the European 
University in Florence, Columbia, Berkeley,   Harvard, and Oxford   
and taught at the University of Texas, the University of Michigan, 
and the University of Chicago. He presently lives in Ann Arbor and 
teaches at Eastern Michigan University.   
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