
Monographs of the Palaeontographical Society
The Palaeontographical Society was established in 1847, and is the oldest Society devoted to study of palaeontology 
worldwide. Its primary role is to promote the description and illustration of the British fossil flora and fauna, 
via publication of an authoritative monograph series. These monographs cover a wide range of taxonomic groups, 
from microfossils, trilobites and ammonites through to Coal Measure plants, mammals and reptiles, and from 
all ages from Cambrian to Pleistocene. They form a benchmark for understanding the past life of the British Isles 
and many include the original descriptions of numerous key species. The first monograph (on the Crag Mollusca) 
was published in March 1848 and the Society still continues this work today. Notable authors in the series include 
Charles Darwin (fossil barnacles) and Richard Owen (dinosaurs and other extinct reptiles). Beginning in 2014, 
the Cambridge Library Collection and the Society are collaborating to reissue the earlier publications, focusing 
on monographs completed between 1848 and 1918.

A Monograph on the British Fossil Echinodermata of the Oolitic Formations
Urged by his colleague Edward Forbes, Thomas Wright (1809–84) devoted himself to completing this monograph 
of the echinoderms (‘spiny-skinned animals’) of Britain’s Oolitic Formations. These would be referred to as 
Middle Jurassic by the modern geologist. This is a notable contribution, describing as it does the echinoderms 
following a major stratigraphic gap. In the British Isles, apart from some minor occurrences in the Permian and 
Lower Jurassic, echinoderms are almost entirely absent from the Lower Carboniferous (Mississippian), a span 
we now know to represent 150 million years. Although common and diverse elsewhere during this interval, 
the British Oolitic echinoderms show many changes from those of the Mississippian. Wright’s two-volume 
monograph includes thorough descriptions and locality details, all supported by beautiful plates. Volume 1, 
originally published in four parts between 1857 and 1861, considers the many and varied echinoids (sea urchins) 
of the Middle Jurassic.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from its own backlist, 
producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range 
of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, 
or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and other partner libraries, 
and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files 
are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which 
the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain 
available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value (including out-of-copyright 
works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences 
and in science and technology. 
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