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ARCTIC ZOOLOGY.

CLASS I. QUADRUPEDS.

Div. . HOOTFE D.

HIS T Q U A4 D. Gewnvs IL 1. OX.

American Ox, Hift. Quad. p. 19. H—Smellic, vi. 198. 1. Bison.

X. With fthort, black, rounded horns; with a great fpace between
their bafes : on the fhoulders a vaft bunch, compofed of a flethy
fubftance, much elevated : the fore part of the body thick and ftrong:
the hind part flender and weak : tail a foot long, naked to the end,
which is tufted : the legs fhort and thick.

The head and fhoulders of the BuLL are covered with very long
flocks of reddifh woolly hair, falling over the eyes and horns, leaving
only the points of the latter to be feen : on the chin, and along the
dewlaps, is a great length of thaggy hairs : the reft of the body during
fummer is naked, in winter is cloathed equally in all parts. The
Cow is leffer, and wants the fhaggy coat, which gives the Bull fo
tremendous an afpect.

It grows to a great fize, even to the weight of fixteen hundred or iz,
two thoufand four hundred pounds®. The ftrongeft man cannot
lift the hide of one of thefe animals from the ground t.

* Lowfes, 116. 4 Catefly iis App.
B The
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2 B 1 § O N

The Bifer and Aurochs of Europe is certainly the fame fpecies with
this ; the difference confifts in the former being lefs thaggy, and the
hair neither fo foft nor woolly, nor the hind parts fo weak. Both
European and American kinds {cent of mufk.

WHERE In antient times they were found in different parts of the old
““’,‘g‘:::’“ world, but went under different names ; the Bonafus of Ariftetle, the
Urus of Cefar, the Bos ferus of Strabe, the Bifon of Pliny, and the

Bifton of Oppian, fo called from its being found among the Biffores,

a people of Thrace. According to thefe authorities, it was found in

their days in Mediz and in Peonia, a province of Macedonia ; among

the Alps, and in the great Hercynian foreft, which extended from Ger-

many even-into Sarmatia *. In later days a white fpecies was a na-

tive of the Scorrifb mountains; it is now extinét in its favage ftate,

but the offspring, fufficiently wild, is ftill to be feen in the parks of

Drumlanrig, in the South of Scotland, and of Chillingbam Caftle in

Northumberland t.

WHERE AT In thefe times it is found in very few places in a ftate of nature;
PRESENT. it is, as far as we know, an inhabitant at prefent only of the forefts
Eurore, of Lithuania, and among the Carpathian mountains, within the extent

Asia. of the great Hercynian wood 1., its antient haunss; and in 4ffe, among

the vaft mountains of Caucafus.

It is difficult to fay in what manner thefe animals migrated ori-
ginally from the old to the new world; it is moft likely it was
from the north of A/tz, which in very antient times might have been
ftocked with them to its moft extreme parts, notwithftanding they
are now extiné. At that period there is a probability that the old
and the new continents might have been united in the narrow chan-
nel between Tcbutki nofs and the oppofite headlands of America ;

v Ariffot. Hift, An. lib.ii, C. 1.e=Cafar Bel. Gall. libs Yi.—Plinii Hiff. Nat, liba
XV, €. 15.—Oppian Cyneg. ii. Lin. 160.
t Br. Zool. 1. N° 3.—Voy. Hebrides, 124~ our. Scotl, 1772, Partii, p. 285,
} There is 2 very fine figure of the Exropean Bifon in Mr., Ridinger's Fagbere Thiere.
and
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B I S O N. 3

and the many iflands off of that promontory, with the Aleutian or
New Fox iflands, fomewhat more diftant, ftretching very near to Ame-
rica, may with great reafon be fuppofed to be fragments of land
which joined the two continents, and formed into their infular ftate
by the mighty convulfion which divided Afia from America. Spain
was probably thus disjoined from Africa ; Britain from France; Ice-
land from Greenland ; Spitzbergen from Lapland.

But that they paffed from 4fiz to America is far the more probable,
than that they ftocked the new world from the fide of Europe, not
only on account of the prefent narrownefs of the ftreight between the
two continents, which gives a greater caufe to fuppofe them to have
been once joined; but that we are now arrived at a certainty, that
thefe animals in antient days were natives of Sibiria: the fculls, with
the horns affixed, of a fize far fuperior to any known at this time, have
been found foffil not only on the banks of the Jiga, which falls. into
the Lena, but even in thofe of the Anadyr, the moft eaftern of the
Sibirian rivers, and which difembogues north of Kamt/cbatka into thofe
ftreights: fimilar fkulls and horns have been difcovered near Dirfchau,
in Poland, alfo of a1 gigantic magnitude ; and in my opinion of the
fame fpecies with the modern Bifons *.

In America thefe animals are found in the countries fix hundred  America.
miles weft of Hudfon’s Bay; this is their moft northern refidence:
From thence they are met with in great droves as low as Cibole 1, in
lat. 33, a little north of California, and alfo in the province of Mivera,
in New Mexico T ; the {pecies inftantly ceafes fouth of thofe countries.
They inhabit Canada, to the weft of the lakess and in greater abun-
dance in the rich favamas which berder the river Miffifipi, and the
great rivers which fall into it from the weft, in the upper Louifiana §.

® Nov, Com. Patrop. xvii. 460. tab. xi. xii.—I am forry to diffent from my efteemed
fiiend Do&or Pallas, who thinks them to be the horns of Buffaloes ; which are longer,
ftraiter, and angular,
+ Purchas, iv, 1560, 1566, t Fernandez, Now, Hifp, X. ¢, 30.—Hernandes, 58,
§ Da Pratz,ii, g0, i, 116, 286,
Ba There
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4 B I S O N.

There they are feen feeding in herds innumerable, promifcuoufly with
multitudes of ftags and deer, during morning and evening; retiring
in the fultry heats into the fhade of tall reeds, which border the rivers
of America.
Timio, They are exceedingly fhy; and very fearful of man, unlefs they are
wounded, when they purfue their enemy, and become very dangerous.
Crase, The chafe of thefe animals is a favorite diverfion of the Indians :
it is effeGed in two ways; firft, by fhooting; when the markfman
muft take great care to go againft the wind, for their fmell is fo ex-
quifite that the moment they get {cent of him they inftantly retire
with the utmoft precipitation * He aims at their (houlders, that they
may drop at once, and not be irritated by an ineffeGual wound. Pro-
vided thewind does not favor the beafts, theymay be approached very
ANOTNER near, being blinded by the hair which covers their eyes. The other
METHOD. method is performed by a great number of men, who divide and
form a vaft fquare: each band fets fire to the dry grafs of the favanna
where the herds are feeding; thefe animals have a great dread of
fire, which they fee approach on all fides; they retire from it to the
center of the {quare }; the bands clofe, and kill them (prefled toge-
ther in heaps) without the left hazard. It is pretended, that on
every expedition of this nature, they kill fifteen hundred or two
thoufand beeves.

The hunting-grounds are prefcribed with great form, leaft the dif-
ferent bands fhould meet, and interfere in the diverfion. Penalties
are enalted on fuch who infringe the regulations, as well as on thofe
who quit their pofts, and fuffer the beafts to efcape from the hollow
fquares; the punifhments are, the ftripping the delinquents, the
taking away their arms (which is the greateft difgrace a favage can.
undergo), or laftly, the demolition of their cabins }.

® Du Pratz, i. 49. ii. 227, + Charlevoix, N, France, v. 192.
3 Charleviix, v. 192,
9 The
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B I S O N. 5
The ufes of thefe animals are various. Powder-flafks are made of Usea,
their horns. The {kins are very valuable; in old times the Indicis
made of them the beft targets*. When drefled, they form an excellent Skin,

buff; the Indians drefs them with the hair on, and cloath themfelves

with them ; the Europeans of Louifiana ufe them for blankets, and

find them light, warm, and foft. The flefh isa confiderable article of

food, and the bunch on the back is efteemed a very great delicacy.

The Bulls become exceffively fat, and yield great quantity of tallow, Tartow.
a hundred and fifty pounds weight has been got from a fingle beaft },

which forms a confiderable matter of commerce. Thefe over-fed

animals ufually become the prey of Wolves ; for, by reafon of their

great unwieldinefs, they cannot keep up with the herd.

'The Indians, by a very bad policy, prefer the flefh of the Cows;
which in time will deftroy the fpecies : they complain of the rank-
nefs of that of the Bulls; but Dx Pratz thinks the laft much more
tender, and that the ranknefs might be prevented, by cutting off the
tefticles as foon as the beaft is killed.

The hair or wool is fpun into eloth, gloves, ftockings, and gar- Ha.
ters, which are very ftrong, and look as well as thofe made of the
beft fheeps wool ; Governor Pownall affures us, that the moft luxu-
rious fabrick might be made of it{. The fleece of one of thefe
animals has been found to weigh eight pounds.

Their fagacity in defending themfelves againft the attacks of Derznce
Wolves is admirable : when they fcent the approach of a drove of Worves,
thofe ravenous creatures, the herd flings itfelf into the form of a
circle : the weakeft keep in the middle, the ftrongeft are ranged on
the outfide, prefenting to the enemy an impenetrable front of horns :
fhould they be taken by furprize, and have recourfe to flight, numbers
of the fatteft or the weakeft are fure to perifh |.

* Purchas, iv. 1550 + Du Pratz, 1 Topog. Defer. N. Am. 8.
} Du Praix, i, 288,

Attempts
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6 B I S O N.
Harp To0 BE Attempts have been made to tame and domefticate the wild, by
TAMED. catching the calves and bringing them up with the common kind,

in hopes of improving the breed. It has not yet been found to an-
fwer: notwithftanding they had the appearance for a time of having
loft their favage nature, yet they always grew impatient of reftraint,
and, by reafon of their great ftrength, would break down the ftrongeft
inclofure, and entice the tame cattle into the corn-fields. They have
been known to engender together, and to breed; but 1 cannot learn
whether the fpecies was meliorated * by the intercourfe : probably
perfeverance in continuing the croffes is only wanted to effect their
thorough domeftication ; as it is notorious that the Bifons of the.old
world were the original ftock of all our tame cattle.

Thefe were the only animals which had any affinity to the Euro-
pean cattle on the firft difcovery of the new world : before that pe-
riod, it was in pofleflion of neither Horfe nor Afs, Cow nor Sheep,
Hog, Goat, nor yet that faithful animal the Dog. Mankind were
here in a ftate of nature; their own paffions unfubdued, they never
thiought of conquering thofe of the brute creation, and rendering
them fubfervient to their will. The few animals which they had
congenerous to thofe mentioned, might poffibly by induftry have
been reclamed. This animal might have been brought to all the
ufes of the European Cow ; the Pecari might have been fubftituted
for the Hog ; the Fox or Wolf for the Dog : but the natives, living
wholly by chafe, were at war with the animal creation, and negleted
the cultivation of any part, except the laft, which was imperfeétly
tamed.

Such is the cafe even to the prefent hour ; for neither the example
of the Europeans, nor the vifible advantages which refult from an at-
tention to that ufeful animal the Cow, can induce the Indian to pay
any refped to it. He contemns every fpecies of domeftic labour,
except what is neceflary for forming a provifion of bread. Every

* Kalm, 1. 207,

wigwam
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B I S O N. 7

wigwam or village has its plantation of Mayz, or Indian corn, and
on that is his great dependence, fhould the chafe prove unfuccefsful.
Domefticated cattle are capable of enduring very rigorous cli-
mates ; Cows are kept at Quickjock in Lecha Lapmark, not far from  Lapmarxk,
the aric circle ; but they do not breed there, the fucceffion being
preferved by importation : yet in Iceland, a {fmall portion of which  Iesrawno.
is within the circle, cattle abound, and breed as in more fouthern
latitudes : they are generally fed with hay, as in other places ; but
where there is fcarcity of fodder, they are fed with the fifh called the
Sea-Wolf, and the heads and bones of Cod beaten fmall, and mixed
with one quarter of chopped hay: the cattle are fond of it, and, what
is wonderful, yield a coniiderable quantity of milk. It need not be
faid that the milk is bad.
Kamtfchatka, like America, was in equal want of every domeftic ani- KamTscuarras
mal, except a wolf-like Dog, till the Ruffians of late years intro-
duced the Cow and Horfe. The colts and calves brought from the
north into the rich paftures of Kamt/chatka, where the grafs is high,
grow to fuch a fize, that no one would ever fufpet them to be de-
{cended from the Ponies and Runts of the Lenz *. The Argali, the
ftock of the tame Sheep, abounds in the mountains, but even to this
time are only objeéts of chafe. The natives are to this hour as un-
cultivated as the good Evander defcribes the primary natives of
Latium to have been, before the introdu&ion of arts and {ciences.

Queis neque mos, neque cultus erat, nec jungere tauros,
Aut componere opes norant, aut parcere parto :
Sed rami atque afper vi€tu venatus alebat.

Of lab’ring Oxen, or the thining Share 3

No arts of gain, nor what they gain’d to fpare :
‘Their exercife the chafe : the running flood
Supplied their thirft ; the trees fupplied their food,

No laws they know, no manners, nor the care }

Dryden,

. P«Ila:, S’o Zool, fafe, xi, 760 Mufk
ulk.
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2, Musk, Mufk Ox, Hiff. Quad. N° g,
Le Beeuf mufqle, de M. Jeremie, Voy. au Nerd, iii. 314.~—Charlevoix, N. France,

v. 194.—Lev. Mus,

BU LL. With horns clofely united at the bafe; bending inwards

and downwards; turning outwards towards their ends, which
taper to 3 point, and are very fharp: near the bafe are two feet in
girth; are only two feet long meafured along the curvature : weight
of a pair, feparated from the head, fometimes is fixty pounds *

The hair is of a dufky red, extremely fine, and fo long as to trail on
the ground, and render the beaft a feeming fhapelefs mafs, without
diftinCtion of head or tail +: the legs and tail very fhort: the
fhoulders rife into a lump.

In fize lower than a Deer, but larger as to belly and quarters .
I have only feen the head of this animal; the reft of the defcription
is taken from the authorities referred to: but by the friendfhip of
Samuel Wegg, Efq; 1 received laft year a very complete fkin of the
cow of this fpecies, of the age of three years, which cnables me to
give the following defcription:

Cow. The noftrils long and open: the two middle cutting teeth
broad, and fharp-edged; the three on each fide fmall, and truncated:
under and upper lips covered with fhort white hairs on their fore
part, and with pale brown on their fides: hair down the middle of
the forchead long and eret; on the cheeks fmooth and extremely
long and pendulous, forming with thdt on the throat a long beard :
the hair along the neck, fides, and rump hangs in the fame manner,
and alimoft touches the ground : from the hind part of the head
to the fhoulders is a bed of very long {ft hair, forming an upright
mane : in the old beafts the fpace beéwween the fhoulders rifes into a

Size.

® M. Feremie, in Poyages an Nord, iii. 313.
¢+ The fame, 3 Drage's Voo 1is 260,
hunch:
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