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Procress oF MEerwopism 1N AmEerica
CONTINUED.

N the arrival of Dr Coke in Ame-
O rica, in 1784, he found the fo-
cicties in a flourithing ftate, and confi-
derably increafed in number. One of
his firft efforts abroad, was in favour of
the flaves; and it was determined in con-

ference to endeavour the final abolition
Vor, III. A
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of theic captivity. The caufe was cer-
tainly a good one ; for it was the caufe
of jultice and humanity. But it was a
delicate fubject; and to manage it with
effe&t, required not only a degree of zeal,
but a large proportion of dexterity and
judgment : which indeed muft always be
the cafe, where intereft is concerned.

It is true, nothing can compenfate the
lofs of liberty 3 nor is any confideratinn
of expediency or public utility compe-
tent to fan&ify the violation of jultice and
the rights of men. The only palliation
of flavery (for it’s vindication were im-
pofiible) muft be found in the kind, ge-

erous behaviour of their mafters. It is
well known, that the condition of flaves
is not uniformly the fame. It varies ac-
cording to the temper of the owner, and
may be compared to that of fubjes in
an ablolute government ; very tolerable,
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where the fovereign is a man of wifdom
and benevolence ; but if a tyrant, mife-
rable in the extreme. The fituation of
flaves under fome matfters is, in point of
comfort, fuperior to that of the labouring
poor in Britain : and as this was the cafe
with many of thofe, among whom the
preaciiers laboured in America, we can-
not entirely approve the expreffions of
their zeal, whicl, in fome inftances, al-
moft amounted to intolerance. One of
their leaders, when preaching the fune-
ral fermon of a gentleman and a brother,
obferves, that he ¢ did not fay any good
of him,”” becaufe in this bufinefs he had
been a thorn in his fide; not confider-
ing, that it is poffible his chara&ter might
have been truly excellent, notwithftand-
ing this difference of judgment. Public
perfons have often occafron to be remind-
ed of the advice of Hamlet to the play
A2
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ers *; and to be admonithed that, con

ftitcuted as human nature is, gentlenefs
and courtefy will do infinitely more to-
ward the accomplithment of a favourite
projett, than any of thofe clumfy, fulmi.
nating meafures, which are beneath a
man of ability and difcernment, and
which ignorance and rafhnefs alone are
capable of adopting. We have no doubt,
that zeal in a good caufe, and under pro-
per diretion, is virtue; but we know
too, that there are cafes, in which it isa
curfe, as well to it’s poffeflor, as to thofe
who fuffer from it’s unfeafonable explo-
fions. Much zeal and little difcernment,
are the genuine chara&eriftics of a Mar-
plot. :

The exertions of Dr Coke and hi

brethren, in the caufe of liberty, were
fometimes attended with difagreeable ef-

¢ Ufe all gently.”
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fets. Some offence was the natural
confequence of a tender point, not han-
died in the moft delicate manner: .and
more than once his perfon was in dan-
ger.  Several riots were excited: and
one lady offered ¢ the rioters fifty pounds,
if they would give that little Doftor one
hundred lathes.” But the Doétor was
in luck. Some of his friends were of
the church militant: and a ftrapping
colonel interpofing, the vapulation did
not take place. Above all, feveral were
induced to comply with bis exhortatiops,
and a few flaves were emancipated.

‘The employment of the preachers on
the continent was laborious ; though
perhaps it had it’s agreements: for it has
been obferved, that few, who have gone
over, have thought proper to return.
In the courfe of the day, they frequently
zode twenty or thirty miles through the

A3
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wildernefs, preaching twice or thrice,
and fometimes to confiderable congre-
gations. Their excurfions, through im-
merife forelts, abounding in trees of all
forts and fizes, were often highly roman-
tic. Innumerable rivers and falls of wa-
ter; viftas opening-to the view, in con-
traft with the uncultivated wild ; deer
now fhooting acrofs the road, and now
fcouring through the woods ; while the
eye was frequently relieved by the ap-
pearance of orchards and plantations,
and the houfes of gentlemen and farmers
peeping through the trees, formed a
fcenery fo various and piturefque, as to
produce a .varicty of refleCtion, and pre+
fent, we will not fay, to a philofophic
eye, but to the mind of every reafonable
crcature, the moft fublime and agreeable
images.
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Their worfhip partook of the general
firaplicity. It was frequently conduéted
in the open air. The woods refounded
to the voice of the preacher, or to the
finging of his numerous congregations ;
while their horfes, faltened to the trees,
formed a fingu'ar addition to the {folem-
nity. It was indeed a ftriking picture.
and might naturally imprefs the mind
with a retrofpe& of the antediluvian
days, when the hills and vallies re-echoed
the patriarchal devotions, and a Sheth
or an Enofh, in the fhadow of a projeét-
ing rock, or beneath the foliage of fome
venerable oak, delivered his primeval
le@ures, and was a ¢ preacher of righte-
oufnefs’ to the people.

Among other agreements, maybe rec-
koned the American hofpitality, the con-
Tcioufnefs of being weil employed,andthe
fatisfadtion refulting from confiderations

A g4
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of public utility. As many of the preach-
crs were men of fervent piety, this re-
fleCtion would have it’s full weight; and
the inftru&ion of the ignorant, and the
reformation of the profligate, would be
confidered as the beft recompence of
their laboars. Spreading themfelves
through the continent, they took in No-
va Scotia, Georgia, with the principal
places iu both the Carolinas, Virginia,
Maryland, Delaware, Penfylvania, New
Jerfey, and New York, and numbering
upwards of forty-three thoufand mem-
bers of fociety, exclufive of about eighty
itinerants, and a confiderable number of
local preachers, who taok no circuits,
but affilted occafionally, in the neigh-
bourhood of their refpe&tive refidence.
The colonifts, in the infancy of me-
thodifin, conducted themfelves with more
propriety than our own countrymen.
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There was little or no perfecution, nor
any thing like a riot, except in one er
two inftances, which have been mention-
ed, as the confequence of the animadver.
fions on flavery; and cven,thele were
produdive of no mifchief. Not a crea.
ture was materially injured ; no benes
were broken, nor any lives loft.; which
was not the caft in this country. Here
many thoufands of innocent people were
fubje&t to the groffeft indignities, and
feveral were eventually facrificed to the
fury of their perfecutors.

While we commend the Americans
for their behaviour, in oppofition to the
brutality of the Englith mobs, it may be
proper to enquire into the fources of this
diftin&ion. Something of this may have
arifen from fimilarity of fentiment. The
Americans, from the firlt beginnings of
«olonization, had been accuftomed to the
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doftrines of the old puritans and non.
conformilts, which, in many refpeéts,
have a near affinity to the methodiftic
tenets. The origin of methodifm in A-
merica was feldom, if ever attended, ei-
ther under the difcourfes of Mr White-
field, or Mr Wefley’s preachers, with the
ridiculous effe&ts with which it was ac-
companied in thefe kingdoms. Moft of
the preachers, who went over to the
continent, having laboured for fome
years in Europe, previous to their crof-
fing the warter, had exhaufted their wild-
firc: fo that their difcourfes were more
feriptural and rational than thofe of the
primitive methodifts. Another reafon
may be found in the education of the
Americans, As a people, they are bet-
ter cultivated than the body of the Eng-
lih.  They are chiefly compofed of mer-
chants and a refpectable yeomanry: and
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