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The books in this series focus on the British Isles in the early modern period, as
interpreted by eighteenth- and nineteenth-century historians, and show the shift to
‘scientific” historiography. Several of them are devoted exclusively to the history of
Ireland, while others cover topics including economic history, foreign and colonial
policy, agriculture and the industrial revolution. There are also works in political
thought and social theory, which address subjects such as human rights, the role
of women, and criminal justice.

Archbishop Herring’s Visitation Returns, 1743

In 1743, the appointment of a new archbishop of York, Thomas Herring (1693-1757),
led to the creation of one of the most useful historical records of parish life in
eighteenth-century England. This five-volume edition of visitation returns was first
published between 1928 and 1931. It contains the responses made by hundreds of
clergymen to the archbishop’s enquiries as to the social and religious character of
their parishes. Incorporating records detailing clerical matters and covering subjects
ranging from the number of families in residence to the popularity of Methodism
and the provision of schools, these volumes comprise, in the words of the editors,

‘a collection of facts which are valuable for the economic and social, as well as the
ecclesiastical history of England’. Volume 4 opens with the entry for Averham,
Newark and concludes with the return for Stourton-in-the-Clay.
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titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers)
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in
science and technology.
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The Letter from the Archbishop to the Clergy.

Good Brother,

Being by God’s Providence call’d to a new Diocese,
with the Circumstances whereof I am very much unacquainted,
I shall hold myself extreamly oblig’d to You for your Assistance
in the Administration of it. To render that move effectual, I send
to you and the rest of my Clergy the following Paper of Questions;
a clear and satisfactory return to which under the Hand of every
several Minister and delivered to my Secretary, or the Register,
at the Time of my Visitation, will make me much better acquainted
with the Circumstances of this large Diocese, than I cou’d be by any
other way, save that of a Parochial Visitation, which it is out of
my power to take.

You will therefore be so good as to gratify my request herein,
and as this is the only design of my sending these Enquiries to You,
You may rest perfectly assured, that no other use shall be made
of them, but for my own Information; and for that reason I will
hope that You will deal very freely and plainly with me in your
Answers to the several Questions.

To God’s Favour and Blessing I heartily commend yourself,
and your Labours in His Church, and remain,

Reverend Sir,
Your very affectionate Brother,
Tho. Ebor.
Kensington,
2, May 1743.

To the Minister of
in the Deanry of

QUESTIONS.

I. What Number of Families have you in your Parish? Of
these, how many are Dissenters? And of what Sort are
they?

II. Have you any Licens’d or other Meeting House in your
Parish? How many? Of what Sort? How often do they
assemble? In what Numbers? Who teaches in them?

IIT. Is there any public or Charity School, endow’d, or otherwise
maintain’d in your Parish? What Number of Children are
taught in it? And what Care is taken to instruct them in
the Principles of the Christian Religion, according to the
Doctrine of the Church of England; and to bring them
duly to Church, as the Canon requires?

IV. Is there in your Parish, any Alms-House, Hospital, or other
Charitable Endowment? Have any Lands or Tenements

vil
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been left for the Repair of your Church; or to any other
pious Use? Who has the Direction of such Benefactions?
How are they managed? Do you know, or have you heard
of any Abuses or Frauds committed in the Management of
them?

V. Do you reside Personally upon your Cure, and in your
Parsonage House? If not, where do you reside? And what
is the Reason of your Non-Residence?

VI. Have you a Residing Curate? Is he duly qualified according
to the Canons in that Behalf? Does he live in your Parsonage
House? What allowance do you make him?

VII. Do you know of any who come to Church in your Parish that
are not Baptized? Or that being Baptized, and of a competent
Age, are not confirmed?

VIII. How often is the public Service read in your Church? Is it
duly perform’d twice every Lord’s-Day? If not, how often,
and at what Times is it perform’d? And how comes it not
to be twice done, as the Act of Uniformity and Canons of
the Church require?

IX. How often and at what Times do you Catechise in your
Church? Do your Parishioners duly send their Children and
Servants who have not learned their Catechism, to be
instructed by you?

X. How often is the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper administer’d
in your Church? What Number of Communicants have you
in your Parish? How many of them usually receive?
Particularly, how many did communicate at Easter last?

XI. Do you give open, and timely Warning of the Sacrament
before it is administered? Do your Parishioners send in
their Names to you as required? Have you refused the
Sacrament to anyone? For what Reason? And how has
the Person so refused behaved himself since that Time?

If you have met with any particular Difficulties in the Discharge
of your Duty;

If you have observed any particular Defects in the present Canons
or Discipline, of the Church;

If you have discover’d any Abuses or Corruptions in any Ecclesias-
tical Officers, or others concern’d in the Execution of the same;

1f you have any Advices to give, or Proposals to make, by which the
Glory of God, and the Honour and Interest of our establish’d
Church may be promoted, or the Government of this Diocese be
better ordered.

I desire you freely to communicate your Thoughts to me; and be
assur’d, that a proper Use shall be made of your Suggestions,
in order to the Attainment of the End propos’d by them.

viii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108058865
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-05886-5 - Archbishop Herring’s Visitation Returns, 1743: Volume 4
Edited by Sidney Leslie Ollard and Philip Charles Walker

Frontmatter

More information

List of Parishes and Chapelries in this volume.
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ABBREVIATIONS.

A.C.—Assistant Curate,
Add.—Additional.
Adm.—Admitted.
App.—Appointed.

B. and W.—Bath and Wells.
Bk.—Book.
B.N.C.—Brasenose College.
C.—Curate.
Cant.—Canterbury.

Ch. Ch.—Christ Church.
Ch. Coll.—Christ’s College.
Chan.—Chancellor.
Coll.—College or Collated.
Com. Reg.—Comitia Regia.
Comm.—Commissary,
Cons.—Consecrated.
Cr.—Created.
C.W.—Church Warden,
D.—Deacon.

D. and C.—Dean and Chapter.
Dencd.—Denounced.
Dim.—Dimissory.
Dio.—Diocese.
Disp.—Dispensed.

D.N.B.—Dictionary of National
Biography.

Dom. Chpl.—Domestic Chaplain.

Emm.—Emmanuel.
Excomd.—Excommunicated.
Fell. Com.—Fellow Commoner.

Gr. Sch.—Grammar School.

xii

Hor. Sat.—Horace. Satires.
Incorp.—Incorporated.
Inst.—Instituted.
Lect.—Lecturer.
Lic.—Licensed.

Lic. to pr.—Licensed to preach.

Lich. and Cov.—Lichfield and
Coventry.

Lit. Reg.—Litterae Regiae.
Magd.—Magdalen.
Matr.—Matriculated.
Migr.—Migrated.

N. & Q.—Notes and Queries.
Non. Res.—Non-Residence.
P.—Priest.

Patr.—Patron.

Preb.—Prebend or Prebendary.
Prof.—Professor.

R.—Rector or Rectory.
S.C.L.—Student of Civil Law.
S.S5.—Surtees Society.

S. S. Coll.—Sidney Sussex College.
S.T.B.—Bachelor of Divinity.
S.T.P.—Doctor of Divinity.
Scho.—Scholar.
Seq.—Sequestrator,
T.C.D.—Trinity College, Dublin.
Tr.—Translated.

V.—Vicar or Vicarage.
Vic.-Chor.—Vicar Choral,

Y.A.J.—Yorkshire Archaeological
Journal.
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