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Books of enduring scholarly value

Women’s Writing

The later twentieth century saw a huge wave of academic interest in women’s
writing, which led to the rediscovery of neglected works from a wide range
of genres, periods and languages. Many books that were immensely popular
and influential in their own day are now studied again, both for their

own sake and for what they reveal about the social, political and cultural
conditions of their time. A pioneering resource in this area is Orlando:
Women’s Writing in the British Isles from the Beginnings to the Present
(http://orlando.cambridge.org), which provides entries on authors’ lives and
writing careers, contextual material, timelines, sets of internal links, and
bibliographies. Its editors have made a major contribution to the selection of
the works reissued in this series within the Cambridge Library Collection,
which focuses on non-fiction publications by women on a wide range of
subjects from astronomy to biography, music to political economy, and
education to prison reform.

Autobiography of Mrs. Fletcher of Edinburgh

Eliza Fletcher (born Eliza Dawson) (1770-1858) was an English writer,
literary patron and supporter of parliamentary reform and liberal politics.
Fletcher became a patron of the popular poets Ann Yearsley and Hannah
More, and later in life formed friendships with prominent writers Elizabeth
Gaskell and Harriet Martineau. After her marriage to politician and electoral
reformer Archibald Fletcher in 1791, she became more radical in her
political views, and was a supporter of the French Revolution. This volume,
first published in 1874, contains Fletcher’s autobiography, edited by her
daughter, Lady Mary Richardson. Fletcher describes her life chronologically,
providing fascinating detail on her childhood and adolescence, and citing
correspondence illustrating her relationships with her contemporaries and
friends. She provides sharp observations on contemporary political issues
and describes the social and literary circles in which she participated,

giving valuable information on literary society and politics during the early
nineteenth century. For more information on this author, see http://orlando.
cambridge.org/public/svPeople?person id=fletel
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY

OF

MRS. FLETCHER, OF EDINBURGH,

WITH

SELECTIONS FROM HER LETTERS AND OTHER
FAMILY MEMORIALS,

COMPILED AND ARRANGED

BY THE SURVIVOR OF HER FAMILY.

‘We live by Admiration, Hope, and Love,
And even as these are well and wisely fixed,
In dignity of being we ascend.
‘WORDSWORTH.

FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY.

CARLISLE :
PRINTED AT THE OFFICES OF C. THURNAM & SONS.

1874,
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THIS VOLUME

IN MEMORY OF A BELOVED MOTHER AND
FRIEND

IS AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED TO HER

GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN
BY HER SURVIVING DAUGHTER,

IN THE EARNEST HOPE
THAT IT MAY TEND TO CONFIRM IN HER DESCENDANTS
A LOVE OF GOODNESS,
AND ASSIST TO NOURISH IN THEIR HEARTS
THE ETERNAL TRUTH
THAT LOVE IS THE FULFILLING OF THE LAW,

BOTH TOWARDS GOD AND TOWARDS MEN.

LaNcRIge, June, 1874.
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