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Books of enduring scholarly value

Literary Studies

This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary
works, textual editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of
lasting scholarly interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to early
twentieth-century work from around the world, these books offer a valuable
resource for scholars in reception history, textual editing, and literary studies.

George Eliot’s Life

Best known for his brief marriage to George Eliot, John Walter Cross
(1840-1924) compiled this three-volume ‘autobiography’ of 1885 from his
late wife’s journals and letters. Eliot was never married to her long-term
partner G.H. Lewes, and she courted further scandal when she married
Cross, twenty years her junior, in the spring of 1880. While these volumes
offer a valuable insight into Eliot’s private reflections, what is perhaps most
telling is the material left out or rewritten in Cross’s efforts to lend his wife’s
unconventional life some respectability, which he does at the expense of what
one reviewer described as Eliot’s ‘salt and spice. George Eliot’s Life will be of
particular interest to scholars of nineteenth-century biography and literature.
Volume 3 focuses on Eliot’s final years, including her later literary success,
travels in Spain, the death of G.H. Lewes, and her marriage to Cross.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1885
This digitally printed version 2010

ISBN 978-1-108-02008-4 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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