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Books of enduring scholarly value

Travel and Exploration

The history of travel writing dates back to the Bible, Caesar, the Vikings and the Crusaders,
and its many themes include war, trade, science and recreation. Explorers from Columbus

to Cook charted lands not previously visited by Western travellers, and were followed

by merchants, missionaries, and colonists, who wrote accounts of their experiences. The
development of steam power in the nineteenth century provided opportunities for increasing
numbers of ‘ordinary’ people to travel further, more economically, and more safely, and
resulted in great enthusiasm for travel writing among the reading public. Works included

in this series range from first-hand descriptions of previously unrecorded places, to literary
accounts of the strange habits of foreigners, to examples of the burgeoning numbers of
guidebooks produced to satisfy the needs of a new kind of traveller - the tourist.

My Diary in a Chinese Farm

Published in Tokyo in 1894, Mrs Archibald Little’s diary of her summer stay at a local
farmhouse in the Chinese interior near Chongqing provides a first-hand account of

rural Chinese life in the nineteenth century from a European’s perspective. Little was an
accomplished author, having written numerous novels on women’s social roles under her
maiden name, Bewicke. In My Diary, she continues this theme of women’s place in society.
Her account also touches on the interactions between Christian missionaries and the local
people. She was an active campaigner against the Chinese tradition of binding the feet of
young girls, and helped to bring about its abolition. A limited run of only 500 copies of My
Diary was originally printed. It contains 26 illustrations and is an invaluable historical source
for studying rural life in nineteenth-century China.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles
from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars
and students but could not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The
Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library, and
guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using
state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of
each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp
image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain
available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring scholarly value

(including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of
disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in science and technology.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108013833
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01383-3 - My Diary in a Chinese Farm
Alicia E. Neva Little

Frontmatter

More information

My Diary in a
Chinese Farm

AvriciAa E. NEvA LITTLE

58 CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108013833
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01383-3 - My Diary in a Chinese Farm
Alicia E. Neva Little

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
Sao Paolo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York
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This edition first published 1898
This digitally printed version 2010

ISBN 978-1-108-01383-3 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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THROUGH THE YANG-TSE GORGES

or Trade & Travel in
WESTERN CHINA

BY ARCHIBALD JounN LitTLE F.R.G.S.
Ten Shillings & Six Pence.

THE RATS PLAINT
A CHINESE LEGEND
Translated from the original Chinese
BY ARCHIBALD JouN LiTtLE F.R.G.S.

Profusely Illustrated and Printed on Japanese Crépe.

THE FAIRY FOXES
A CHINESE LEGEND
Told in English by
MRs. ArRcHIBALD LITTLE
THIRD EDITION
Printed on Japanese Crépe, Illustrated.

KELLY % WALSH LD.

YOKOHAMA, SHANGHAT, HONGKONG, SINGAPORE.
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MY DIARY

IN

A CHINESE FARM

BY

Mrs. ARCHIBALD LITTLE

(A.E.N. BEWICKE).

“ 1 DESIRE TO PRODUCE IN MYSELF A LOVING HEART TOWARDS
ALL LIVING CREATURES,”
“IF THOU BE BORN IN THE POOR MAN’S HOVEL, YET HAVE WISDOM, THEN
WILT THOU BE LIKE THE LOTUS-FLOWER GROWINC OUT

OF THE MIRE.”

KELLY & \WALSH, LiMITED,

SHANGHAL IIONGAONG, SINGAPORE & YOROHLAL
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COLLOTYPES AND PHOTO-ENGRAVINGS
BY

K. OGAWA,
Tokyo, Japan.
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INTRODUCTORY WORDS.

We were living in the far West of China, 1800
miles from the sea, 800 miles beyond the reach of
steamers, and against its becoming too hot in Chung-
king, a large city, the commercial Capital of Szechuan,
all shut in by walls, and so full of houses as not to
have an available breathing space left empty, we had
rented a hill side on which to build ourselves a
Summer cottage. But the Magistrate had stopped our
building on the pretext that the country people were
so much opposed to foreigners he dared not sanction
our living amongst them ; then made a great favour
of having persuaded a certain Farmer to have us as
tenants, and suggested that, if we went out to him for
three months, perhaps gradually the people might
become accustomed to us.

It was very hot in the daytime and all day long
I was shut up in the one Farm house sittingroom, so
I started a Diary for much the same reason probably,
that I have often observed people do so on a Sea
Voyage. They generally do not keep it up till the
end, neither did I; but I noted down every thing I
could observe of interest, as long as 1 wrote in it, and
here it is, recalling many simple pleasures and some

painful days.

“ Sorrow and Shine is Life, little Annie, Flower and Thorn.”
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Country House on the Yangtse.
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