Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-01236-2 - The Revised Latin Primer
Benjamin Hall Kennedy

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

Classics

From the Renaissance to the nineteenth century, Latin and Greek were
compulsory subjects in almost all European universities, and most early
modern scholars published their research and conducted international
correspondence in Latin. Latin had continued in use in Western Europe long
after the fall of the Roman empire as the lingua franca of the educated classes
and of law, diplomacy, religion and university teaching. The flight of Greek
scholars to the West after the fall of Constantinople in 1453 gave impetus

to the study of ancient Greek literature and the Greek New Testament.
Eventually, just as nineteenth-century reforms of university curricula were
beginning to erode this ascendancy, developments in textual criticism and
linguistic analysis, and new ways of studying ancient societies, especially
archaeology, led to renewed enthusiasm for the Classics. This collection
offers works of criticism, interpretation and synthesis by the outstanding
scholars of the nineteenth century.

The Revised Latin Primer

Described by Mary Beard in The Independent as ‘the Rolls Royce of
textbooks; Kennedy’s classic 1888 guide has remained the pre-eminent
Latin reference grammar in schools and universities for well over a century.
This is a reissue of the first edition, which appeared the year before the
author’s death. Kennedy, headmaster of Shrewsbury School for thirty years
before becoming Regius Professor of Greek at Cambridge, was probably
assisted by his daughters in producing this completely revised version of an
earlier, unsuccessful publication. From tables of nouns and verbs to obscure
nuances of style, the book covered all the key points of Latin grammar and
was detailed, well-organised and easy to use. This original Victorian edition
will fascinate present-day students and teachers of Latin and historians of
education.
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out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108012362
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-01236-2 - The Revised Latin Primer
Benjamin Hall Kennedy

Frontmatter

More information

The Revised
Latin Primer

BEnjaAMIN HALL KENNEDY

AMBRIDGE

NIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108012362
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-01236-2 - The Revised Latin Primer
Benjamin Hall Kennedy

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
Séo Paolo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108012362

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2009

This edition first published 1888
This digitally printed version 2009

ISBN 978-1-108-01236-2 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108012362
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-01236-2 - The Revised Latin Primer
Benjamin Hall Kennedy

Frontmatter

More information

THE ﬁEVISED

LATIN PRIMER

BY

BENJAMIN HALL KENNEDY, D.D.

FELLOW OF ST JOHN’S COLLEGE,. CAMBRIDGF,
REGIUS PROFESSOR OF GREEK
CANON OF ELY

LONDON

LONGMANS, GREEN, AND CO.
AND NEW YORK : 15 EAST 16" STREET
1888

41l rights reserved

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108012362
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-01236-2 - The Revised Latin Primer
Benjamin Hall Kennedy

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE

THIS BoOOK is a complete revision of the Puklic School
Latin Primer.

The report of the Public School Commission of 1862
having recommended the use of a common Latin Grammar
in Public Schools, the Head Masters of the Schools included
in that Commission resolved to adopt my Elementary
Latin Grammar, which had for some years been widely
used, as the basis of such a common Grammar, and the
Public School Latin Primer, prepared in accordance with
that resolution, was published with their sanction in the
year 1866.

During the period which has since elapsed, various
improvements have from time to time occurred to me or
been suggested by others.  But, looking at the joint
authority under which the Primer was issued, I did not
feel myself free to introduce into it the alterations which
under other circumstances I should have made. When,
however, I found that a revision of the Primer was generally
desired, and when, after communication with the Conference
of Head Masters, I found myself in a position to act in
the matter of revision upon my own responsibility, I gladly
entered upon the work of which the present Revised Primer
is the result. My first step was to collect as widely as
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iv PREFACE

possible from Masters of Public and Private Schools
opinions with regard to the objections to the Primer as it
stood, and the nature and extent of the changes which
teachers of experience deemed to be desirable. ~With the
kind and generous aid of my old pupils and friends Mr.
Hallam, of Harrow, and Mr. Page, of the Charterhouse, and
by the courtesy of many teachers who have communicated
with me either directly or through them, I have been enabled
to obtain a number of valuable suggestions on these points.

The aim which T have kept steadily in view in this
revision of the Primer has been that the book should be
suitable both for beginners and for all boys up to the Fifth
Form in Public Schools.

The greatest care has been taken to make the arrange-
ment in respect of form as clear and plain as possible. For
this purpose I have (1) brought into the text under the
appropriate headings the matter which in the original
Primer is contained in Appendix I.; (2) omitted such tech-
nical terms as seemed to be reasonably open to objection.

The Declension of Substantives and Adjectives has been
arranged upon the ¢Stem’ principle, and the words are
elassed as far as possible in accordance with the latest
results of the comparative study of Latin and the related
languages, especially the ancient Ttalian dialects. The old
order of the Declensions has, after careful consideration,
been retained. In a text-book of this kind there is an
obvious advantage in keeping, wherever it is possible, a
popular and well-understood system, and I believe that the
old order of Declension is, from a purely philological point
of view, wholly unobjectionable. With vegard to Verbs, I
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PREFACE v

have adhered in the Paradigms to the arrangement of the
four Conjugations, as I am satisfied that an alteration
would involve such inconvenience to teacher and learner as
would far outweigh any possible gain in scientific accuracy.

To meet a general wish, I have prefixed to the Accidence
a chapter on Letters and Laws of Sound. I desire it to be
understood that this chapter is placed at the beginning of
the book because that seemed to me to be the most natural
and, for purposes of reference, the most convenient position
for it—and not from any intention that it should necessarily
be learnt as a whole at the outset.

I have purposely refrained from any attempt to give
fixed rules for the pronunciation of Latin, because in the
present stage of the investigation of that subject, such rules
could be only of a provisional kind. For the results which
have so far been reached I would refer to the small pam-
phlet lately issued by the Cambridge Philological Society.

In order to simplify as far as possible the marking of
quantity, I have marked the quantity as a rule only on the
long vowels. In this book vowels which have no mark of
quantity are generally to be taken as short, and the short
quantity is marked only where it seems especially necessary
to guard against mistake.

The memorial lines on Gender are placed in an appendix
instead of being, as in the original Primer, included in the
text.

Throughout the book—except in a few cases in the chap-
ter on Letters and Laws of Sound, where Word-formation,
not Grammar or meaning, is being dealt with—Latin words
are immediately followed by their translation in English.
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vi PREFACE

Some of these improvements of course involve additional
printed matter, but the addition is rather in the apparent
size of the book than in the actual matter to be learnt.

In conclusion I offer my cordial thanks to many teachers,
Head Masters and Assistant Masters in Public Schools, and
also Masters of Private Schools (among whom I must
mention especially the Rev. E.D. Stone and Mr. C. 8. Jerram)
for the assistance which they have directly and indirectly
rendered to me by communication and correspondence.

Of the special co-operation which has been given through-
out by Mr. Page and Mr. Hallam I have aiready spoken.
For many reasons their constant help has been to me
invaluable.

Daring the progress of the work I have received critieisms
on many poinis of philology and grammar from my friends
Dr. Peile, Master of Christ’s College, and Professor J. E. B.
Mayor, which, last, but not least, I desire gratefully to
acknowledge.

B. H. KENNEDY.

Tee Evus, CAMBRIDGE :
May 1888.
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