Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01176-1 - Syntax of the Moods and Tenses of the Greek Verb
William W. Goodwin

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

Classics

From the Renaissance to the nineteenth century, Latin and Greek were
compulsory subjects in almost all European universities, and most early
modern scholars published their research and conducted international
correspondence in Latin. Latin had continued in use in Western Europe long
after the fall of the Roman empire as the lingua franca of the educated classes
and of law, diplomacy, religion and university teaching. The flight of Greek
scholars to the West after the fall of Constantinople in 1453 gave impetus

to the study of ancient Greek literature and the Greek New Testament.
Eventually, just as nineteenth-century reforms of university curricula were
beginning to erode this ascendancy, developments in textual criticism and
linguistic analysis, and new ways of studying ancient societies, especially
archaeology, led to renewed enthusiasm for the Classics. This collection
offers works of criticism, interpretation and synthesis by the outstanding
scholars of the nineteenth century.

Syntax of the Moods and Tenses of the Greek Verb

William W. Goodwin (1831-1912) was Eliot Professor of Greek at Harvard
from 1860 to 1901, and was the first director of the American School

in Athens. This, his most important book, was written for nineteenth-
century American students to make available to them the latest European
developments in the understanding of Greek syntax, as well as his own
original material. It went through several editions between 1860 and 1890,
and remains an invaluable resource for scholars of the Greek language. This
is a reissue of the 1867 edition, published in Cambridge Massachusetts by
Sever and Francis. It presents a detailed and well organized discussion of
moods, tenses, infinitive, participles and verbal adjectives. Goodwin includes
a large collection of examples taken from a wide range of major Greek
writers to illustrate every variety of each construction. An index of these
examples is also provided for easy reference.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108011761
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01176-1 - Syntax of the Moods and Tenses of the Greek Verb
William W. Goodwin

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108011761
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01176-1 - Syntax of the Moods and Tenses of the Greek Verb
William W. Goodwin

Frontmatter

More information

Syntax of the Moods

and Tenses of the
Greek Verb

WirriaM W. GOODWIN

5B CAMBRIDGE
;Z; UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108011761
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01176-1 - Syntax of the Moods and Tenses of the Greek Verb
William W. Goodwin

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
Séao Paolo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108011761

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2009

This edition first published 1867
This digitally printed version 2009

ISBN 978-1-108-01176-1 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108011761
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01176-1 - Syntax of the Moods and Tenses of the Greek Verb
William W. Goodwin

Frontmatter

More information

SYNTAX

OF

THE MOODS AND TENSES

OF THE

GREEK VERB.

BY

WILLIAM W. GOODWIN, P=a. D,

ELIGT PROFESSOR OF GREEK LITERATURE IN HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

THIRD EDITION, REVISED.

CAMBRIDGE:
SEVER AND FRANCIS,

BOOKSELLERS TQ THE UNIVERSITY.

1867.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108011761
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01176-1 - Syntax of the Moods and Tenses of the Greek Verb
William W. Goodwin

Frontmatter

More information

Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1860, by
W. W. GOODWIN,
in the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of the District of Massachusstts.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108011761
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01176-1 - Syntax of the Moods and Tenses of the Greek Verb
William W. Goodwin

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE

TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Ix the first edition of the present work, published in 1860,
I attempted to give a plain and practical statement of the prin-
ciples which govern the relations of the Greek Moods and
Tenses. Although many of these principles were established
beyond dispute, there were others (and these often the most ele-
mentary) upon which scholars had long held the most opposite
opinions. Upon many of these latter points I presented new
views, which seemed to me to explain the phenomena of the
language more satisfactorily than any that had been advanced.
The favorable opinion of scholars has confirmed my belief, that
some such attempt as I have made was demanded by the ris-
ing standard of classical scholarship in this country, and has
given me reason to hope that my labor has not been entirely a
thankless one.

The progress in grammatical science in this century has
been made step by step, like that in every other science; and
so it must Jong continue to be. He who imagines that every
important principle of Greek and Latin syntax is as well un-
derstood and as clearly defined as the rules for addition and
multiplication in Arithmetic, has not yet begun to learn. It is
no disparagement of even the highest scholars, therefore, to say
that they have left much of the most important work to be
done by their successors.

The vague notions so often expressed on the Greek Moods,
even by scholars of otherwise high attainments, are in strange
contrast with the accuracy demanded by scientific scholarship
in other departments. If the study of language is to retain its
present place (or indeed any prominent place) in the mental
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1 PREFACE.

discipline of youth, it must be conducted on strictly scientific
principles, and above all with scientific accuracy. On no other
ground can we defend the course of elementary grammatical
training, which is the basis of all sound classical scholarship.
An elementary grammar should be as short as the best scholar
can make it, but it should be as accurate as a chapter in Geom-
etry. To those who cannot appreciate the importance of
accuracy in scholarship, or even distinguish it from pedantry,
to those who cannot see the superiority of the Greek in this
respect over Chinese or Choctaw, it is useless to speak; but
surely no scholar can fail to see that an accurate knowledge of
the uses of the Greek Verb, with its variety of forms, each ex-
pressing its peculiar shade of meaning, must be indispensable
to one who would understand the marvellous power of the
Greek language to express the nicest distinctions of thought.
One great cause of the obscurity which has prevailed on this
subject is the tendency of so many scholars to treat Greek syn-
tax metaphysically rather than by the light of common sense.
Since Hermann’s application of Kant’s Categories of Modality
to the Greek Moods, this metaphysical tendency has been con-
spicuous in German grammatical treatises, and has affected
many of the grammars used in England and America more
than is generally supposed. The result of this is seen not
merely in the discovery of hidden meanings which no Greek
writer ever dreamed of, but more especially in the invention of
nice distinctions between similar or even precisely equivalent
expressions. A new era was introduced by Madvig, who has
earned the lasting gratitude of scholars by his efforts to restore
Greek syntax to the dominion of common sense. Madvig is
fully justified in boasting that he was the first to give full and
correct statements on such elementary matters as the meaning
of the Aorist Optative and Infinitive, and the construction of re
and &s in oratio obliqua; although Professor Sophocles dis-
tinctly recognized the same principles in his Grammar, published
later in the same year with Madvig's (1847). I can hardly
express my great indebtedness to Madvig’s Syntax der griecli-
schen Sprache, and to his Bemerkungen iiber einige Puncte der
griechischen Wortfiiqungslehre (in a supplement to the Philolo-
gus, Yol IL). The works of this eminent scholar have aided
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PREFACE. 1ii

me not only by the material which they have afforded as a
basis for the present work, but also by the valuable suggestions
with which they abound.

Next to Madvie, I must acknowledge my obligations to
Xriiger’s Griechische Sprachichre, which has everywhere sup-
plied me with important details and most excellent examples.
I have been frequently indebted to the otlor grammarians,
who need not Le specially mentioned. Biumlein’s Unter-
suclungen iber die grieckischen Modi reached me after the print-
ing of the first edition was begun. 1 have often been indebted
to his valuable collection of examples, and have derived many
Lints from his special criticisms; I regret that I cannot agree
with the general principles to which he refers the uses of each
mood, especially as his criticisms of the prevailing German the-
ories on this subject are most satisfactory and instructive. Iam
indebted to the personal advice and suggestions of my learned
colleague, Professor Sophocles, in the preparation of both
editions, for information which no books could have supplied.

I must acknowledge the following special obligations. The
notes on the tenses of the Indicative in Chapter 1L are based
mainly on Kriiger, § 53. The chapters on the Infinitive and
Participle are derived chiefly from Madvig’s Syntax (Chapters
V. and V1), and partly from Xriiger, § 55, § 56. The note
on the Future Optative after drws, &e. (§ 26, Note 1) contains
the substance of Madvig’s Bemerkungen, pp. 27 - 29; and the
account of the various constructions that follow verbs of /%in-
drance and prevention (§ 95, 2 and 8) is based on the same
work, pp. 47 — 66. The statement of the principles of indirect
discourse (Chapter IV. Section IV.) was written in nearly its
present form before Madvig’s Syntax reached me; and I was
strongly confirmed in the views there expressed, by finding
that they agreed almost exactly with those of Madvig. I was
anticipated by him in my statement of the occasional use of the
Present Optative to represent the Imperfect, and in my quota-
tion of Dex. in Onet. I. 869, 12 to illustrate it. I am entirely
indebted to him, however, for the statement of the important
principle explained in § 74, 2.

It remains to state what new material the present work pro-
fesses to offer to scholars. The most important and most
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iv PREFACE.

radical innovation upon the ordinary system will be found in
the classification of conditional sentences (§ 48), with its devel-
opment in the rules that follow. I have explaincd the grounds
of this classification at some length in the Proceedings of the
American Academy, Vol. VI. p. 863, and will therefore merely
allude to them here. The great difficulty (or rather the im-
possibility) of defining the force of the Subjunctive in protasis
ag distinguished from the Present Indicative, has arisen from
neglect of the distinction between particular and general suppo-
sitions. When this is recognized, the distinction between the
Subjunctive and the Present Indicative is seen to be entirely
one of time; whereas all the common distinctions based on
possibility, certainty, &ec. will apply only to sclect examples,
which of course are easily found to illustrate them. In the
fivst edition, I could not persuade myself to abandon the old
doctrines so completely as to exclude the common distinction
between the Subjunctive and the Optative in protasis, — that
the former implics a “prospect of decision,” while the latter
does not. Subsequent experience has convinced me that there
is no more distinction between édv toiro woy; and el Toiro moroln
than between the English ¢f ke shall do this and if he should
do this ; and I think every one must see that here there is no
distinetion but that of greater or less vividness of expression.
The simple fact that both could be expressed by the Latin sz
hoc faciat is a strong support of this view.

The principles of conditional sentences being first settled, I
have attempted to carry out the analogy between these and
conditional relative sentences more completely. It seems to
me that it 13 only by adopting the classification of conditional
sentences which I have given, that the true nature of the anal-
ogous relative sentences cau be made clear. (See § 60, § 01,
§ 62.) TUpon a right classification of conditional sentences
depends also the right understanding of the forms used to ex-
press a wish (§ 82, § 83).

The frequent use of the’ Subjunctive with Wa, drws, &e.,
after past tenses, instead of the Optative, of which X had never
seen a satisfactory explanation, is here explained on the prin-
ciple of oratio obliqua. (See § 44, 2; § 77, 2.) The con-
struction of the Infinitive with verbs like xpfv and e, forming
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PREFACE. v

an apodosis, is explained in the present edition on a new prin-
ciple, which (it is hoped) will remove many of the difficulties
which the old explanation did not reach. (Sce § 49, 2, Note 3
and Remarks.) In the first edition, the usual distinetion be-
tween the constructions that follow ob pf was adopted with
hesitation, including Elm-ley’s punctuation, by which the sec-
ond person of the Future in prohibitions with od p# is made
interrogative. In this edition both constructions nre explained
more satizfactorily upon the same principle. (See § 89,1 and 2,
with Notes and Remarks.) It is hoped that the new statement
of the force of the Perfect Infinitive; in § 18, 3, (@) and (b) of
this edition, will meet the difficulties which that tense presents.
The statement in the former edition was very defective.

It may seem strange to some that no general definitions of
the Indieative, Subjunctive, and Optative are attempted in the
first chapter. I have rather taken warning from the numerous
unsucce:zful attempts that have been made to include all the
uses of these moods in comprehensive definitions, and have
preferred merely to illustrate their various uses by simple ex-
amples at the outset, leaving the explanations to their proper
place in the book. For one, I am not ashamed to admit that I
cannot propose a definition comprehensive enough to include
all the examples in § 1, § 2, or § 8, which shall still be limited
enough to be called a definition.

Besides the special changes already mentioned, the work has
been subjected to a thorough revision, so that in many parts
the new edition might claim to be an entirely new work*

* Notwithstanding the changes in the second edition, very few alterations
have been made in numbering the paragraphs or notes. The following are
the only changes (except a few omissions) which can affect references -al-
ready made to the first edition: — § 18, 8 is subdivided into (@) and (): § 18,
3, Rem. takes the place of § 18, 4, Note; § 24, Notes 1 and 2 are rearranged;
§ 37, Note 2 is omitted, and N. 8 is changed to N. 2; § 45, N. 2 is subdivided
into (a) and (b); in § 49, 2, N. 3, the present divisions (¢}, (d), and (e) were
included in (b); § 64, 1 and 2 are rearranged; in § 92, 2, Note 1 is changed to
Remark; § 109, N. 9 was included in N. 3.

The following additions have been made in the second edition: — § 48, 2,
N. 6 (b); § 50, 1, Rem. 2; § 52, 2, Rem.; § 53, N. 4; § 64, Rem. 2; § 65, 3,
N.2; § 65,4; §69,5; § 71, Rem. 2; § 89,2, Rem. 1 and 2; § 92, 2, N. 13
§ 95,83, Rem.; § 108, N. 4 (4); § 112, 1, Rem.; § 112, 2, Rem.; § 113, Rem.
after N. 10. The following have been materially changed in subject or in
substance in the second edition:— § 25,1, N. 5 (&); § 41, N. 4; § 43, Rem.;
Remarks 1 and 2 after § 49, 2, N. 3; § 82, Rem. 2; § 89, 2, Notes 1 and 2.
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1 PREFACE.

Especially, the collection of examples has been revised and
greatly enlarged, with the object of illustrating every variety
of each construction from as wide a range of classic authors as
possible. An index to these examples (more than 2,300 in
number) is added to this edition. This index includes those
which are merely cited, as well as those actually quoted, many
of the former being quite as important as the latter. In the
new edition, the matter printed in the two larger types has
been reduced, and made as concise as was consistent with
accuracy, while that printed in the smallest type has been
greatly increased. It should be understood that only the first-
mentioned portion of the work is intended for use as a gram-
matical text-book, while the notes and remarks in the smallest
type are intended only for reference: with this view, the latter
are often extended to a greater length than would otherwise
be justifiable.

The Dramatists are cited by Dindorf’s lines, except the
fragments, which follow the numbers in Nauck’s edition ;
Plato, by the pages of Stephanus; and Demosthenes, by
Reiske’s pages and lines. In the Index to the Examples,
however, the sections of Bekker’s German editions of Demos-
thenes have been added in each case, to facilitate reference.
Other citations will be easily understood.

CAMBRIDGE, June, 1865.

In the third edition many typographical errors have been
corrected, and several verbal changes have been made. The
only changes which materially affect the sense will be found in
§ 45, Note 6 (a) and foot-note to Note 8; § 49, 2, Note 8 (e);
§ 52, 1, Remark ; § 86, Note 1 (6); and § 109, Note 7 (6).
A few lines of § 10, 1 are omitted, and § 10, 1, Remark is
added in their place.

February, 1866.
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