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Education

This series focuses on educational theory and practice, particularly in the
context of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Europe and its colonies, and
America. During this period, the questions of who should be educated, to
what age, to what standard and using what curriculum, were widely debated.
The reform of schools and universities, the drive towards improving women’s
education, and the movement for free (or at least low-cost) schools for

the poor were all major concerns both for governments and for society at
large. The books selected for reissue in this series discuss key issues of their
time, including the ‘appropriate’ levels of instruction for the children of the
working classes, the emergence of adult education movements, and proposals
for the higher education of women. They also cover topics that still resonate
today, such as the nature of education, the role of universities in the diffusion
of knowledge, and the involvement of religious groups in establishing and
running schools.

The Educational Writings of John Locke

John Locke (1632-1704) is widely regarded as one of the most influential

of the Enlightenment philosophers. This volume, edited by J. W. Adamson
and published as a second edition in 1922, contains two of John Locke’s
essays concerning education; Some Thoughts Concerning Education (1693)
and Of the Conduct of the Understanding (1706). Some Thoughts Concerning
Education expands on Locke’s pioneering theory of mind by explaining how
to educate a child using three complementary methods: the development

of a healthy body; the formation of a virtuous mind; and the pursuit of an
academic curriculum including the emerging sciences, mathematics and
languages. Of the Conduct of the Understanding continues the theme of

the earlier essay by describing how to develop rational thought. For over a
century after the publication of these essays, John Locke’s views on education
were considered authoritative, and his work was translated into almost all
major European languages.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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Facsimile page of the original draft of
Some Thoughts concerning Education.
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PREFACE

THE educational writings of an author who died more
than two centuries ago may be thought to possess an
interest little more than antiquarian at the present day.
Unfortunately, the historical study of education, as
commonly pursued, serves to confirm rather than to
correct such a supposition, since it frequently diverts
the student from the development which has taken place
in the actual application of educational ideas, and trans-
fers his attention to the biographies, personal opinions,
or mere obiter dicta of individual men and women, whose
influence npon homes, schools, universities, or administra-
tion has been either small or quite negligible.

But there have been men and women whose lives or
writings or both combined have exerted great influence
upon the course of events; the educational situation of
the present is to be understood in its completeness only
by reference to the past as embodied in their work.
John Locke is of the number. He was profoundly dis-
satisfied with education as practised in his own day, and
his criticisms throw light on the aims and methods of

v
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vi PREFACE

the schools of the late seventeenth century. But his
writings also shaped the theory and practice of his im-
mediate successors outside his own country, particularly
in France and Germany. His principles and methods
still live, as witness some of the most recent changes of
scholastic procedure. The present volume attempts to
make clear his position amongst the various influences
which have shaped the real history of education.

The educational writings of John Locke are of more
than professional interest; indeed, their more obvious
appeal is to the parent and the young man who con-
sciously sets himself the task of “self-education.” But
the reader, whether lay or professional, is apt to find the
longer treatise somewhat prolix and encumbered by
repetitions, while the Conduct of the Understanding
was not revised by its author. In the present work,
the provision of cross-references and the selection of the
first edition of Some Thoughts as the basal text have, it
is hoped, secured an arrangement of Locke’s exposition
convenient for the purposes of study.

J. W. A
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE

1632. John Locke, born at Wrington, Somerset, August 29.
1646-52. At Westminster School.
1652-67. At Christ Chureh, Oxford. B.A. 1656, M.A. 1658.

Senior student, tutor, teacher of Greek and of rhetoric.
First continental tour 1665. M.B. 1674.

1668. Locke, a Fellow of the Royal Society.

1667-84. Member of the household of Lord Ashley (first Earl of
Shaftesbury 1672). Guardian to Ashley’s grandson
(third Earl) 1674-83. 1675-79: Locke in France.

1684 : Expelled from his studentship at Christ Chureh
by desire of Charles II.

1683-89. Exile in Holland. Locke’s letters on the education of
Clarke’s son.

1689-1704. Commissioner of Appeals.

1690. An Essay concerning Human Understanding published.
1693. Some Thoughts concerning Education published,
1695-1700. Locke, a Commissioner of Trade and Plantations.

1695. Third edition of Some Thoughts, enlarged; Coste’s French
translation (fifth edition 1744).

1697. Of the Conduct of the Understanding begun. Memor-
andum proposing Poor Law reform and the institution
of “ Working Schools,”

1698. Fourth edition of Some Thoughts.

1704. Locke died at Oates, High ILaver, FEssex, October 28.
Oates was his home from 1691 onwards.

1706. Of the Conduct of the Understanding published in The
Works of Mr. John Locke.

1714. TFirst edition of Locke’s Collected Works published,
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