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Books of enduring scholarly value

Classics

From the Renaissance to the nineteenth century, Latin and Greek were
compulsory subjects in almost all European universities, and most early
modern scholars published their research and conducted international
correspondence in Latin. Latin had continued in use in Western Europe long
after the fall of the Roman empire as the lingua franca of the educated classes
and of law, diplomacy, religion and university teaching. The flight of Greek
scholars to the West after the fall of Constantinople in 1453 gave impetus

to the study of ancient Greek literature and the Greek New Testament.
Eventually, just as nineteenth-century reforms of university curricula were
beginning to erode this ascendancy, developments in textual criticism and
linguistic analysis, and new ways of studying ancient societies, especially
archaeology, led to renewed enthusiasm for the Classics. This collection
offers works of criticism, interpretation and synthesis by the outstanding
scholars of the nineteenth century.

On Editing Aeschylus

This is an early publication (1891) by the highly regarded classical scholar
and poet Walter George Headlam (1866-1908). Headlam, who taught

at King’s College, Cambridge, was deeply interested in textual criticism
and dedicated much of his short life to translating and interpreting the
works of Aeschylus, and even thirty years after his untimely death his
notes formed the basis for an influential edition of the Oresteia. Although
Headlam’s subtitle does not name the target of his ‘criticism, this book is
in fact an impassioned attack on the style and method of editing employed
by A. W. Verrall in Seven Against Thebes in 1887, and Agamemnon in
1889. Headlam condemns Verrall’s ‘rationalist’ methods which in his view
‘required outspoken criticism’ The young Headlam painstakingly dissects
Verrall's work on Aeschylus, pointing out the errors, inconsistencies and
shortcomings of the texts and proposing his own editorial methods.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1891
This digitally printed version 2009

ISBN 978-1-108-00964-5 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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CORRIGENDUM.
P. 69 note: for ¢ Diphilus fr. 10" read ¢ Diphilus fr. 86.”
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OF the editions by which I have quoted it iz necessary
to mention the following :
Aeschylus: Wecklein, 1885.

" for the readings of later MSS., Hermaun.
Euripides : Kirchhoff, 1855 (text and apparatus).
Pindar ete.: Bervk, Poctae Lyrici Gracci.,

Fragwents of Tragedy @ Nuuck, 1889.
" 5 Attic Comady : Kock, 1880—1888.
Callimachus: Sehuneider, 1870-—1873.

Theocritus, Bion, Moschus: H, L. Ahvens, 1854,

Wheve T refer to paces, the references (unless otherwise
jndicated) are to the paces of this book. T have wdded

an Index of the chicf matters,
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