
Linguistics
From the earliest surviving glossaries and translations to nineteenth-century 
academic philology and the growth of linguistics during the twentieth 
century, language has been the subject both of scholarly investigation and 
of practical handbooks produced for the upwardly mobile, as well as for 
travellers, traders, soldiers, missionaries and explorers. This collection will 
reissue a wide range of texts pertaining to language, including the work of 
Latin grammarians, groundbreaking early publications in Indo-European 
studies, accounts of indigenous languages, many of them now extinct, and 
texts by pioneering figures such as Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm von Humboldt 
and Ferdinand de Saussure. 

The North-West Amazons
This 1915 volume recounts Captain Thomas Whiffen’s travels in Brazil and 
Colombia in the region between the rivers Issa (or Içá) and Apaporis, and 
the Putumayo District. The study looks at the way in which the indigenous 
peoples, especially the Boro and Witoto, relate to their land. He describes 
their way of life, including their homes, agriculture, food, weaponry, warfare, 
clothing, health and medicine, songs and dances, magic and religion, tribal 
organization, the social status of women, and their reaction to strangers. The 
practice of cannibalism is also addressed and Whiffen suggests some possible 
reasons for it, including vengeance and supreme insult to enemies, the need 
to consume all available meat, and the desire to adopt some characteristics of 
the dead. Appendixes include detailed lists of the Native Americans’ physical 
features, deities, vocabulary, and names, and an example of tribal poetry.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.
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