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    Foreword 
 The adjective ‘sustainable’ is perhaps one of the most important words we can 
apply in the fi eld of contemporary education. For more than fi fty years I have argued 
strongly for the use of sustainable teaching practices that will bring about optimum 
and enduring learning in all our students. Underpinning my argument is a fi rm belief 
that sustainable learning can only be achieved through effective and  sustainable 
teaching . In addition, sustainable learning can only be achieved if the school curricu-
lum and the methods of instruction are compatible with, and relevant for, the culture 
and society in which the students grow as members. This book has addressed both 
these aspects in a very constructive and practical way. 

 Sustainable learning is evident when students feel good and confi dent about the 
knowledge, skills, attitudes and values that they have acquired, and can apply them 
effectively and build upon them as they continue to learn across the life span. A 
particularly strong perspective that Lorraine, Jeanette and Anne have all presented 
here is that sustainable learning is essential for an individual’s future life in an ever-
changing world. They eloquently argue this point when they remind us in  chapter 3  
that students in our classrooms today will still be active and infl uential in the 2070s. 
For these students, and all others who come after them, sustainable learning is an 
essential attribute for adaptive living in the years ahead. As the authors stress 
throughout this book,  learning that lasts  is meaningful, intentional and future direct-
ed. This applies to all students, including those with differences, disabilities, learning 
diffi culties, or other special needs. 

 This book presents a well-argued case for viewing sustainable learning as an 
essential component and goal of successful inclusive education. Although inclusive 
education has been advocated and practised worldwide for more than 20 years, it is 
still very much a work in progress. Teachers are still challenged every day to decide 
how best to achieve sustainable and relevant learning for all students, regardless of 
their ability or disability. One solution is differentiation of teaching method and cur-
riculum content; but this approach is far from easy to sustain, as the authors point 
out in  chapter 7 . But without differentiation, adaptation and culturally responsive 
teaching some learners will fail to reach their potential. 

 The authors here argue that what is required is  responsive teaching  that can 
address the needs of all learners.  Figure 3.1  in  chapter 3  provides a good reference 
point for teaching that is indeed responsive. For our teaching to be responsive to 
individual differences among students it is necessary also to be skilled in formative 
assessment processes and strategies.  Chapter 5  provides a comprehensive coverage 
of this important topic. 

 Overall, this book should provide beginning teachers with a good understanding 
of the issues involved in achieving sustainable learning across the ability range. 
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viii

Foreword

The format of the book, with its clearly stated ‘intended learning outcomes’ (objec-
tives), ‘big ideas’ and embedded activities in each chapter certainly makes it a user-
friendly resource. 

 Although the text often refers specifi cally to inclusive education in the Australian 
and New Zealand contexts, the principles of using responsive teaching to support 
sustainable learning has universal appeal and wide application. Sustainable learning 
is learning that lasts. It is achieved through well-structured and responsive teaching 
for all learners. 

 Peter Westwood  
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