
   Nurses take on a wide variety of professional roles – from direct clinical care 
to administration, policy development and service planning, to research and 
teaching – each of which has ethical and legal considerations at its core. The 
second edition of  Ethics and Law for Australian Nurses  is comprehensive 
in approach and allows students to understand the relationship between 
the legal and ethical frameworks of nursing practice. With an Australian 
focus, the book recognises the diversity of nursing practices and practice 
settings while emphasising their uniform aim of supporting and promoting 
health and wellbeing across the lifespan. 

 Thoroughly revised to incorporate the latest methods and research, this 
edition features updates to legislation and new chapters on end-of-life 
decisions and Indigenous health care. It also introduces readers to the 
‘Giving Voice to Values’ approach to ethics. This is a practical, skills-based 
approach to building the confi dence to speak up when ethical concerns 
arise in the workplace. Extensive use is made of case studies, legal case 
extracts, practical examples and refl ective questions to illustrate key 
concepts throughout. 

  Ethics and Law for Australian Nurses  provides an innovative and intuitive 
approach to nursing ethics and the legal context of nursing practice. 

  Kim Atkins  is an Adjunct Associate Professor in Philosophy at the 

University of Tasmania and is also Rural Health Program Manager for the 

Department of Health and Human Services. 

  Sheryl de Lacey  is an Associate Professor in the School of Nursing and 

Midwifery at Flinders University. 

  Bonnie Britton  is a tutor in philosophy and logic and a PhD candidate at 

the University of Tasmania.   
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up-to-date information that is in accord with accepted standards and practice 

at the time of publication. Although case histories are drawn from actual cases, 

every effort has been made to disguise the identities of the individuals involved. 

Nevertheless, the authors, editors and publishers can make no warranties that 

the information contained herein is totally free from error, not least because 
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the manufacturer of any drugs or equipment that they plan to use.   
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