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Foreword

The world’s attention is on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).
MDG 4 aims to reduce child mortality, of which 50% are newborns, and
MDG 5 aims to reduce maternal mortality. Pregnancy, labour and birth are
in the most part safe, but some births are not as safe as they could or
should be.

The research of the PROMPT Maternity Foundation and its members has
confirmed that leadership and multi-professional teamworking, together
with the appropriate knowledge and clinical skills, are essential to provide
the best care for the mother and the fetus/newborn and thus to achieve
MDGs 4 and 5. PROMPT provides just such training and has been
associated with improvements in perinatal outcomes.

The PROMPT training package consists of a ‘Course in a Box’ which
includes a Course Manual, a Trainer’s Manual and a CD-ROM of lectures
and videos. It provides course materials to enable local staff to run
‘in-house’ multi-professional obstetric emergencies courses in their own
maternity units or other local settings.

The training package is written by a team of expert researchers who have
many years of experience of conducting PROMPT training both locally and
around the world. The evaluation of the effectiveness of the training with
regard to its associated improvements in clinical outcomes is a priority of
the PROMPT team. This scientific evidence is the hallmark of PROMPT.

Improving safety and quality by better knowledge, skills, teamwork and
leadership is our responsibility. I am sure those who attend the PROMPT
training programme and use the PROMPT materials will be able to deliver
safe, high-quality care.

Sir Sabaratnam Arulkumaran
Professor and Head of Obstetrics and Gynaecology,
St George’s, University of London April 2012
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