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Family, like a lotus, may struggle to grow, pushing through murkiness before
reaching the light and, then, blossom into unique beauty and strength.

Dedicated to:

My patients who have allowed me the honor to share in their struggle
through the murkiness of infertility and witness their growth.

My husband, Barry, and our growing family: Laura, Brendan, Darlene and
Luke Covington; and Michelle, Scott, Sean, Michaela and Liam Harmon.
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Foreword

The ever-changing world of reproductive medicine has
introduced a new cohort of individuals and couples to
the possibility of parenthood. A burgeoning of inno-
vative technologies and the introduction of third party
reproduction have given hope to a diverse group of
would-be parents including patients beyond repro-
ductive age, cancer patients seeking fertility preserva-
tion, same-sex couples and a growing number of other
family configurations wanting children. The spectacu-
lar growth of this discipline has ushered in a host of
social, psychological and ethical complexities that has
increased the need for fertility counseling and collab-
oration between clinicians working in this field.

This book is a boon to mental health profession-
als and other practitioners struggling to keep pace
with this rapidly evolving field. Sharon Covington and
her contributors have provided an excellent reference
source for the management of patients entering this
new world. Each chapter, written by a distinguished
international scholar or clinician, begins with a case
study - a uniquely effective model. Medical schools,
law schools and business schools have recognized that
case studies are the best way to learn because they
offer the complexity and feel of an authentic clini-
cal encounter. Each case addresses an issue partic-
ularly salient today to patients, fertility counselors
and the medical treatment team and underscores the
psychological, ethical and medical aspects of assisted
reproduction. The cases vary widely, exploring issues
and problems once considered rare and unusual but
now rapidly becoming mainstream. By focusing on
actual cases (altered only to protect privacy) the chal-
lenges and nuances of these issues can be explored in
detail.

The foundation of the book is based on the concept
of collaborative reproductive healthcare, so superbly
introduced by Sharon Covington and David Adamson
in the opening chapter. This is the model that we fol-
lowed when we started our work together in 1982 in
the Yale fertility program, shortly after the first IVF
baby in our program was born. Decherney, already

a well-established reproductive endocrinologist with
years of treating the infertile, upon hearing the hue
and cry from a public trumpeting ethical concerns
about “test tube babies” and recognizing the impact of
emotional uncertainty and anguish that accompanies
infertility, decided that it made sense to have a mental
health professional on the team to provide counsel and
support. Greenfeld, a newly graduated social worker
who knew nothing about infertility and its treatment
and certainly nothing about infertility counseling (a
term that had not yet been coined), readily joined the
team and learned, as most novice clinicians do, from
colleagues and from the patients themselves.

As we reflect back on those early days of IVE, we
consider the factors common to the cases we shared
at that time. Typically, patients with a long history of
infertility often traveled great distances at considerable
expense for that one last chance at pregnancy at a time
when success rates were low. We were providing new
medical technology and grappling with the short-term
stresses of the treatment as well as its longer-term psy-
chological and social implications among this hope-
ful, yet vulnerable, early group of patients. As major
advances have transformed the field since those early
days, the psychological, ethical and legal challenges
faced by our patients have steadily increased, requir-
ing ever more knowledge and clinical skill. This text
provides an accessible review of these changes and the
clinical techniques for addressing them.

As editor, Sharon Covington draws on her years
of clinical experience and astute observation, broad
theoretical background and precise communication
skills to bring together a pivotal volume capturing the
state of the field today. Her expertise is evidenced by
her selection of topics and formatting of the chapters,
which provide the experienced clinician or the novice
trainee new insights into this exciting field. She has cre-
ated a volume that will continue to be a training and
reference tool for years to come.

Alan DeCherney and Dorothy Greenfeld
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