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Young Children and the Environment is a practical resource that illustrates the difference
that early childhood educators can make by working with children, their families and the
wider community to tackle one of the most important contemporary issues facing the
world today: sustainable living.

This second edition has been substantially revised and updated, with a new section
exploring sustainability education in a variety of global contexts. Researched and written by
authors recognised as leaders in their own countries, the chapters in this section provide
readers with international resources and perspectives to further their teaching about early
childhood education for sustainability.

The text engages with new curriculum initiatives that have placed greater emphasis on
educating for sustainability, and endeavours to equip educators with the knowledge to teach
this revised content. It remains accessibly written, with ample case studies, vignettes and
‘provocations’ to engage and enlighten readers, and to provide insights into how early
childhood education for sustainability can be successfully implemented in practice.

This is an essential text for students at the beginning of their early childhood studies, as well

as teachers and practitioners in a range of early childhood education and care settings.

Julie M. Davis is Associate Professor in the School of Early Childhood, Faculty of Education,
at the Queensland University of Technology in Brisbane, Australia.
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Foreword

It has been a pleasure to read the new edition of this book, the first edition published five
years ago being a pioneer in an area that focuses on how early childhood education can
contribute towards a more sustainable world. There are now seven new chapters and all
the others have been updated. The chapters contain a balanced mix of facts, illustrative
examples and provocative questions, with the authors aiming to actively engage the reader
to become involved in changing him/herself as much as changing his/her ideas about
teaching and learning. The different chapters focus on early childhood educational settings
as places for children’s actions related to the environment and sustainability and on
related topics — such as health and wellbeing, embedding Indigenous perspectives, and
community interactions — that are concerned with early childhood and children’s lives in a
wider sense.

Although the focus here remains on questions related to the natural environment, the text
gives a much broader view of what education for sustainability can be like. The dimension of
social sustainability is highlighted more in this edition, for example, although environmental
sustainability remains central. Convincingly, the authors show how urgent it is to transform
our education systems in order to be cross-disciplinary, authentic and closely related to
children’s everyday concerns and experiences. The reasons for this are global, in terms of
justice, equality and equity, but also environmental, in terms of global climate change and
issues such as food security.

While the book illustrates the need for global and community political commitments to
sustainable living, it emphasises the importance of beginning with the youngest children. We
know from years of research that the early years provide a window of opportunity to lay
strong foundations for knowledge, skills and attitudes. We also know that there are interna-
tional agreements and declarations that make commitments intended to guide policy, as well
as everyday life for children, and those who work with children. One of these is the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989). This Convention is the starting point for
a theoretical framework of children’s rights that is argued for in this book — a development of
ideas presented in the first edition. This framework revises thinking about children’s rights,
proposing a multidimensional view that goes beyond the rights enshrined in the Convention,

to consider more agentic and communal rights. This framework also proposes that rights

xiii
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belonging to beings other than humans is an idea that warrants consideration as an essential
feature of early childhood education for sustainability.

Now, it looks like the United Nations has realised, in its work towards the post-
2014 agenda following from the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development, that ‘Children are the common basis for all dimensions of sustainable devel-
opment. No advances in sustainable development will occur in the coming decades without
multiple generations contributing to societal improvement’ (Sustainable Development
Solutions Network — A Global Initiative for the United Nations, 2014, Young Children as a
Basis for Sustainable Development, http://unsdsn.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/ECD-
Briefl.pdf, p. 1).

This book shows clearly that early childhood education of high quality is a good starting
point for education for sustainable development, but that it is not enough in order to educate
children for a more sustainable world and society. While the research field has expanded in
recent years, and many more journals now include articles about early childhood education
and sustainability, we still need to know much more, both through mainstream early child-
hood research, and through engagement in alternative cross-disciplinary research, methods
and approaches, whereby the complexity of environmental and sustainability questions and
issues can be explored.

This edition, like the first, will be of great value to pre-service teacher education all over
the world, as well as to early childhood practitioners already in the field, to inspire them to
change their practices. Researchers are another important target group, specifically those
who want to approach this complex and challenging area of early childhood education and
sustainable development. Last, but not least, this book will be of value to our politicians, who
still need to become much more aware of how economy, social-cultural dimensions, and
environment are intertwined and, in so doing, help create possibilities for working towards a
sustainable world and society at all levels, beginning in the early years and proceeding

throughout life.

Ingrid Pramling Samuelsson
UNESCO Chair of Early Childhood Education
and Sustainable Development

May 2014

Xiv
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