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The manifold dimensions of the field of teacher education are increasingly 
attracting the attention of researchers, educators, classroom practitioners 
and policymakers, while awareness has also emerged of the blurred bound-
aries between these categories of stakeholders in the discipline. One notable 
feature of contemporary theory, research and practice in this field is con-
sensus on the value of exploring the diversity of international experience for 
understanding the dynamics of educational development and the desired 
outcomes of teaching and learning. A second salient feature has been the 
view that theory and policy development in this field need to be evidence-
driven and attentive to diversity of experience. Our aim in this series is to 
give space to in-depth examination and critical discussion of educational de-
velopment in context with a particular focus on the role of the teacher and 
of teacher education. While significant, disparate studies have appeared in 
relation to specific areas of enquiry and activity, the Cambridge Education 
Research Series provides a platform for contributing to international debate 
by publishing within one overarching series monographs and edited collec-
tions by leading and emerging authors tackling innovative thinking, practice 
and research in education.

The series consists of three strands of publication representing three fun-
damental perspectives. The Teacher Education strand focuses on a range of 
issues and contexts and provides a re-examination of aspects of national and 
international teacher education systems or analysis of contextual examples of 
innovative practice in initial and continuing teacher education programmes 
in different national settings. The International Education Reform strand 
examines the global and country-specific moves to reform education and 
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particularly teacher development, which is now widely acknowledged as cen-
tral to educational systems development. Books published in the Language 
Education strand address the multilingual context of education in different 
national and international settings, critically examining among other phe-
nomena the first, second and foreign language ambitions of different na-
tional settings and innovative classroom pedagogies and language teacher 
education approaches that take account of linguistic diversity.

Literacy as Numbers is a timely critical analysis of the current dominant 
political reliance on international comparative measures of literacy based 
largely on quantifiable evidence in the context of school and adult education. 
As the apparent paradox in the title suggests, the contributors to this volume 
focus on the prevailing ideology of literacy assessment and provide a crit-
ical but balanced evaluation of this perspective while challenging readers, 
educationalists and policy-makers to reconsider the educational and socio-
political assumptions of global measurements of literacy education. As such 
the book fits very well within the framework of this series.

       Michael Evans and Colleen McLaughlin 
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