Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-49968-3 - Hegel and the Metaphysics of Absolute Negativity
Brady Bowman

Frontmatter

More information

HEGEL AND THE METAPHYSICS OF
ABSOLUTE NEGATIVITY

Hegel’s doctrines of absolute negativity and “the Concept” are among
his most original contributions to philosophy and they constitute the
systematic core of dialectical thought. Brady Bowman explores the
interrelations between these doctrines, their implications for Hegel’s
critical understanding of classical logic and ontology, natural science,
and mathematics as forms of “finite cognition,” and their role in devel-
oping a positive, “speculative” account of consciousness and its place
in nature. As a means to this end, Bowman also re-examines Hegel’s
relations to Kant and pre-Kantian rationalism, and to key post-Kantian
figures such as Jacobi, Fichte, and Schelling. His book draws from the
breadth of Hegel’s writings to affirm a robustly metaphysical reading of
the Hegelian project, and will be of great interest to students of Hegel
and of German Idealism more generally.

BRADY BOWMAN is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the Pennsylvania
State University. His recent publications include Sense Certainty: On the
Systematic Pre-History of a Problem in German Idealism (2003).
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A NOTE ON CITATIONS AND
TRANSLATIONS

I cite Hegel’s texts according to the historical critical edition,
Gesammelte Werke, edited by the Academy of Sciences of Nordrhein-
Westfalia (Hamburg: Meiner1968-). In referring to the Phenomenology
of Spirit, 1 also give the paragraph numbers of the translation by A.
V. Miller. Kant’s works are cited according to the Akademie-Ausgabe,
except for the Critique of Pure Reason, which I conventionally cite by ref-
erence to the A or B edition. In the case of the most frequently cited
texts by Kant and Hegel, the standard English translations include the
pagination of these editions for ease of reference. I have made use of
Norman Kemp Smith’s translation of Kant’s First Critique. For Hegel’s
writings, I have consulted the translations by Miller (Phenomenology
of Spirit), Harris and Cref (The Difference between Fichte’s and Schelling’s
System of Philosophy, Faith and Knowledge, and The Relation of Skepticism
to Philosophy), di Giovanni (Science of Logic), and Brinkmann and
Dahlstrom (Encyclopedia, Part 1). For full details, please refer to the
bibliography, where references to translations of less frequently cited
authors will also be found. Throughout, I have tacitly modified transla-
tions as needed, and supplied my own where no authoritative English
edition yet exists.
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indicate remarks (R) and additions (A)

FHJW Jacobi, Werke: Gesamtausgabe, ed. Hammacher and
Jaeschke

GA Fichte, Gesamtausgabe der Bayrischen Akademie der
Wissenschaft

GW Hegel, Gesammelte Werke (Akademie Edition); for GW
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