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Foreword

The overarching message of Understanding Sociological Theory for Educational Practices
is that teachers can and do make a difference to the lives of young people, and
through them, to the broader community. However, it is clear that this is most
powerful and positive when they develop nuanced understandings of the com-
plex socio-cultural contexts within which teaching and learning take place. This
requires sophisticated understandings of educational sites as institutions where
power circulates, where it is produced and contested and where certain ways of
being in the world are made possible while others may be precluded. Therefore,
education can be understood as producing particular subjects with specific needs,
aspirations and desires that are inflected in complex ways by location, class, lan-
guage background, belief systems, indigeneity, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, mobility,
dis/ability, family structures and histories and other factors. These insights are just
as relevant to the teaching and learning that occurs in informal or flexible sites
of education, including volunteer and community locations, as they are in more
familiar and formal sites such as schools and universities.

Classrooms, playgrounds and other diverse sites of learning are the everyday
material spaces within which our diverse subjectivities come into collision, where
we express and learn about difference and are shaped and influenced by others with
their own constellations of differences. At worst, as Connell, Ashenden, Kessler and
Dowsett pointed out in their groundbreaking sociological study of Australian school-
ing, Making the Difference: Schools, Families and Social Division (1982), they can be sites
that actively produce and exacerbate disadvantage for many students, and that shore
up social advantage for others. More productively, educational sites are where we
learn to create community, and begin to understand and contribute to democracy.

Creating equitable educational spaces does not mean naively treating every-
one the same, repeating normative practices and reproducing oppressive ways of
thinking and behaving. Rather, promoting an equity agenda means that educators
learn to recognise, to name and to disrupt oppressions, even where that means
catching ourselves out in moments or habits of thinking that may be unjust to
some of our students, their families or communities. It means developing pedagog-
ical practices that are nuanced by complex understandings of cultural, social and
linguistic diversity. It means that we must be committed to equitable outcomes for
all children and young people. It means that we will assist our students to recog-
nise, critique and challenge oppressions. It means reiterating education as a social
justice project and reshaping its institutional structures to achieve this, from the
minute details of our classroom and centre routines, through how we talk about

Vi
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children in staffrooms, through to school-wide policies. This is a career-long com-
mitment, requiring ongoing critical reflexivity and awareness. There is no better

place to start than in pre-service teacher education.

Understanding Sociological Theory for Educational Practices provides the critical toolbox
that beginning educators need to develop their understandings of the socio-cultural
contexts of education. The principal tools are theoretical — sophisticated concepts
and ways of thinking that can help us to think about education differently; that is,
beyond the prejudices and habits of thought that we have formed through our own
experiences. Although we may feel that schools and other educational settings are
the most familiar places, where each of us has spent most of our childhood for at
least 12 years, and where many of us are also involved as parents, what is certain is
that the particular educational sites that each of us knows so intimately are not rep-
resentative of all such sites. We cannot generalise from those schools or centres, or
those students or teachers, to all schools, all centres, all students, all teachers. Nor is
it fair to generalise about communities or sectors. Rather, we need conceptual tools,
tools for critical thinking, that are versatile, useful and that we can take with us into
any of the very particular educational sites where we may find ourselves throughout
our careers. This book both provides these tools and, most importantly, in a range of
case studies set in diverse educational sites, it shows us how they can be put to use.

Since Connell et al’s Making the Difference: Schools, Families and Social Division,
which revolutionised the sociology of education in Australia during my postgrad-
uate teacher training, the theoretical toolbox has been considerably expanded.
Connell et al’s book introduced the notion of ‘socio-economic status’ as a way of
thinking about class and poverty in Australian society, and how it contributed to
tiered systems of schooling in Australia and educational practices that instantiated
‘deficit’ discourses about particular groups of students, and their intellectual and
educational potential. The reproduction theory that their book drew upon was the
most powerful available at the time to investigate the social contexts of schooling,
particularly in terms of class, but it also began to address issues of gender in edu-
cation. More than 30 years later, we have developed more complex ways of thinking
about the multiplicities of factors impacting on education, the intersections of cate-
gories of identity, and the fluidity of student and teacher subjectivities, and we have
expanded our notions of educational sites worthy of analysis. Thus, Understanding
Sociological Theory for Educational Practices presents a very sophisticated and practical
toolbox to draw from, filled with concise and powerful precision tools to help you
pry open all sorts of taken-for-granted assumptions and practices in education.

Associate Professor Susanne Gannon
Equity Program Leader

Centre for Educational Research
University of Western Sydney

Reference
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Preface

The dynamic nature of school populations, impacted by globalisation and constant
socio-cultural change, has implications for educational policy, pedagogy, class-
room practices, early childhood settings and school-community relations. Thus,
to work as an equitable educator with today’s children and youth, one requires
a sociological understanding of schooling from early childhood through to sec-
ondary completion. It is critical that educators see how education intersects with
a range of diverse subjectivities; the power relations inherent in these intersec-
tions; and the inequities that are apparent — including the visible and invisible, the
voiced and silenced.

Thus, pre-service educators require knowledge about a range of sociological
theoretical concepts to critically unpack the complexities of education in rela-
tion to the lives of young people, their families and communities. Such knowledge
should be fostered during the pre-service stages of an educator’s career to provide a
foundation from which to appreciate more deeply their potential impact on future
generations. Additionally, the changing expectations of educators, as reflected in
the Australian context, demand a greater focus on the teacher-researcher nexus.
This has been institutionally inscribed through recent changes to the Australian
Qualifications Framework at Level 9, which calls for teacher education courses to
produce graduates capable of researching and applying theory to their work. This
enhances the imperative for pre-service educators to embrace theoretical under-
standings during their pre-service teacher education to develop the capacity to use
this knowledge to analyse and critique praxis.

This book, based squarely on the research of its contributors, provides an
accessible theoretical and research-based reader for upper-level and postgraduate
pre-service educators. Each chapter reports upon current, topical research in the
sociology of education. Through explanation and analysis, key theoretical concepts
are applied to critically interrogate, inform and challenge many taken-for-granted
knowledges and practices in education. The chapters are generally grounded in the
Australian context; however, some chapters are linked to international research
demonstrating widespread relevance of the issue under discussion. Wherever
possible, the implications of the theory and research are made relevant to early
childhood, primary and secondary contexts; as a result, the book resonates with a
variety of audiences.

xiii
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Xiv Preface

For ease of use, while each chapter can stand alone as a discrete research paper,
they all follow a similar format, enabling the reader to focus on a particular area and/
or move within and between chapters for comparison and contrast. Consequently,
the book may be used according to the reader’s requirements and does not necessar-
ily need to be read from front to back. Readers who are seeking greater theoretical
understandings, however, should read Chapter 1 first, as it provides a useful expla-

nation of key theoretical concepts in the sociology of education.

Understanding Sociological Theory for Educational Practices addresses important
issues while aiming to enable readers to become more comfortable with using
theory to frame, enhance and extend their comprehension of key social and cul-
tural phenomena impacting on classrooms and teacher practices. We hope you

enjoy the book.

Tania Ferfolja

Criss Jones Diaz
Jacqueline Ullman
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and teaching practice.

Jackie is a founding member of the Australia Forum on Sexuality, Education and
Health, an associate editor of the Journal of LGBT Youth and a regular peer reviewer
for a number of journals in education. Further, she is a member of the Queer
Studies and Stress and Coping special interest groups of the American Educational
Research Association, where she has presented regularly. Jackie has published
widely, including journal articles in Sex Education, Teaching Education and the Journal
of Youth Studies. Understanding Sociological Theory for Educational Practices is Jackie’s

first co-edited book.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107477469
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-47746-9 - Understanding Sociological Theory for Educational Practices
Edited by Tania Ferfolja, Criss Jones Diaz and Jacqueline Ullman

Frontmatter

More information

Contributors

About the contributors

Bruce Burnett has a background originally in primary education and is currently
teaching and researching in the area of sociology of education with a particular
interest in Work Integrated Learning and targeted teacher education placements
in the low SES schooling sector. Bruce has co-authored three books and his
significant achievements include a competitive Japanese Ministry of Education,
Visiting Foreign Professorship of Education and UNESCO commissions to research
and write case studies of Blended Learning in Australia. Bruce has been a Co-Lead
Researcher on the Australian Council of Deans of Education/More Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Teachers Initiative research project in 2012. In addition to
designing and implementing the National Exceptional Teachers for Disadvantaged
Schools (NETDS) program, Bruce Burnett and Associate Professor Jo Lampert
are currently Lead Researchers on a national DEEWR-funded research project
targeting strategies employed by schools to address Indigenous disadvantage
(Focus School Next Steps Initiative Case Studies).

Karen Dooley is an Associate Professor in the School of Curriculum at Queensland
University of Technology. She teaches primary English Curriculum in the
undergraduate program, second language literacy in the Masters program and
supervises research students on topics related to language, literacy and diversity. In
her own research, Karen is interested in literacy education in high-diversity, high-
poverty contexts. Her recent studies have focused on pedagogies for digital and print
literacy, within the classroom and in after-school settings, and in kindergartens
and primary schools. Her previous research looked at literacy pedagogy for young
people of refugee background in high schools.

Jacqueline D’warte is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Education at the
University of Western Sydney. As a qualitative researcher, Jacqueline explores
connections between language and learning and how these influence teacher
expectations, teacher practice, and educational equity in culturally and
linguistically diverse educational settings. Jacqueline’s most recent research
involves students in being ethnographers of their own language and literacy
practices. In this research, young people explore how they use, change, invent and
reinvent language and literacy practices in new and interesting ways. Jacqueline
is strongly committed to supporting teachers and students in recognising and
building on the rich linguistic and cultural diversity that exists in their twenty-
first-century classrooms.

Kate Huppatz is a Senior Lecturer in Sociology in the School of Social Sciences and
Psychology at the University of Western Sydney. Her research explores gender and
social class practices, inequalities and relationships, and her recent projects have
examined the relations between gender, social class, occupations and mothering.
Kate’s publications include the books The Good Mother: Contemporary Motherhoods
in Australia (with Susan Goodwin, 2010) and Gender Capital at Work: Intersections

Xvii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107477469
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-47746-9 - Understanding Sociological Theory for Educational Practices
Edited by Tania Ferfolja, Criss Jones Diaz and Jacqueline Ullman

Frontmatter

More information

xviii

Contributors

of Femininity, Masculinity, Class and Occupation (2012). She is currently working on
two more books, including an edited collection titled Identity and Belonging (with
Mary Hawkins and Amie Matthews, 2015 forthcoming) and a sole-authored
monograph titled Gender, Work and Social Theory. Kate is Book Review Editor for the
Journal of Sociology and is a member of the Institute for Culture and Society and the
Sexualities and Genders Research Network.

Jo Lampert is co-director of the National Exceptional Teachers for Disadvantaged
Schools (NETDS) program at Queensland University of Technology. Jo has a long
history of teaching, publication and research in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
education and equity. Along with Bruce Burnett, Jo co-led the Australian Council of
Deans of Education/More Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Teachers Initiative
research project in 2012, and she is currently co-leading research on a national
DEEWR-funded research project targeting strategies employed by schools to address
Indigenous disadvantage (Focus School Next Steps Initiative Case Studies). Lampert
and Burnett’s co-edited book Teacher Education for High Poverty Schools will be published
by Springer Press in 2015.

Kristie Morse graduated with a Bachelor of Education in 2013. She is now employed
as a teacher in a low socio-economic status primary school in Brisbane, Australia.

Mohamed Moustakim is currently a Lecturer in Education at the University of
Western Sydney. His career in education began as a teacher in North Africa in the
early 1980s and he was subsequently a youth worker in London for several years.
Prior to joining the University of Western Sydney, Mohamed taught in Youth and
Community and Education Studies programs at a number of universities in the
United Kingdom. Equity and diversity issues in education, alongside designations of
‘at-risk’ youth and alternative forms of schooling, have been central to his teaching
and his research interests, which are focused around identifying the barriers
that prevent young people from marginalised groups from making successful
transitions in education.

Marnee Shay is a descendant from Wagiman country, Northern Territory (maternal),
and White Australian lineage with strong Scottish ancestry (paternal). Marnee has
lived and worked around south-east Queensland most of her life and is strongly
connected to community on Kabi Kabi country (Sunshine Coast), where she has
lived on and off for the past 20 years. Marnee has a diverse professional background
as a youth worker and teacher and is an experienced educator in multiple ‘flexi
school’ settings. Marnee is currently an Associate Lecturer and PhD candidate at
Queensland University of Technology. Her research interests centre on challenging
dominant discourses that surround Indigenous education policy and practices and
‘flexi schooling’ contexts.

Son Truong is a Lecturer in Health and Physical Education (HPE) in the School
of Education, and a member of the Sustainability Research Team in the Centre

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107477469
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-47746-9 - Understanding Sociological Theory for Educational Practices
Edited by Tania Ferfolja, Criss Jones Diaz and Jacqueline Ullman

Frontmatter

More information

Contributors Xix

for Educational Research, at the University of Western Sydney. He has extensive
experience working with young people in diverse educational settings in majority
and minority world contexts. Hehas managed and provided curriculum consultation
on projects focusing on child health and wellbeing, as well as community and
international service-learning. In particular, over the past 10 years Son has led
tertiary student service-learning and cross-cultural pre-service teacher placements
in Asia. His research interests converge around issues of children’s wellbeing, play,

and environments, as well as participatory methodologies.

Megan Watkins is Associate Professor in the School of Education and a member
of the Institute for Culture and Society at the University of Western Sydney. Her
research interests lie in the cultural analysis of education and the formation of
human subjectivities. In particular, her work engages with issues of pedagogy,
embodiment, discipline and affect and the interrelation of these to human agency.
These interests mesh with her exploration of the impact of cultural diversity on
education and the ways in which different cultural practices can engender divergent
habits and dispositions to learning. Her recent publications include Discipline and
Learn: Bodies, Pedagogy and Writing (2011) and Disposed to Learn: Schooling, Ethnicity and

the Scholarly Habitus (2013).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107477469
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-47746-9 - Understanding Sociological Theory for Educational Practices
Edited by Tania Ferfolja, Criss Jones Diaz and Jacqueline Ullman

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

We would like to thank Cambridge University Press for supporting the publica-
tion of this book and for the organisation’s unwavering positivity throughout the
drafting and editing process. We would also like to thank the various anonymous
reviewers who contributed their time and expertise in the spirit of collegiality and
appreciation of academic work.

Further, we would like to acknowledge the support of the Centre for Educational
Research at the University of Western Sydney and, specifically, Associate Professor
Susanne Gannon, Equity Strand Leader, for the glowing foreword that appears in
this book.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to each of the authors for their
invaluable contributions to this project and for their daily commitment to exposing
and eliminating social and academic inequities in Australia and beyond. Likewise,
we would like to thank participants across each of the studies reported upon here,
for their generosity of time, their trust, and their faith in the power of research,
even in these dark political times.

Last, but never least, we would like to thank our partners, children, friends and
pets who have offered their kind words, their hugs and cuddles and their resolute
support (even when they had no idea what we were on about). Our love for you is
boundless.

XX

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107477469
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107477469: 


