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Knowledge of Life is the first textbook to provide students with a comprehensive
guide to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australia. The result of extensive
research and experience, the book offers fresh insights into a broad range of
topics and, most importantly, is written by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
academics.
Knowledge of Life addresses topics ranging from history and reconciliation, to
literature and politics, to art, sport and health. It presents social, cultural and political perspectives on these areas in a manner that is accessible to undergraduate
students from a range of backgrounds and academic disciplines. Each chapter
opens with a précis of the author’s journey in order to engage students and offer
them an insight into the author’s experiences. These authentic voices encourage
students to think about the wider issues surrounding each chapter and their reallife implications.
The authors – led by accomplished academic, educator and author Kaye Price –
are eminent academics who each bring to this text vast experience and expertise in
their field. Knowledge of Life is a timely publication, which emphasises the importance
of relationships between non-Indigenous and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
cultures.
Kaye Price is an Indigenous Education Ambassador and a Fellow of the Australian
College of Educators.
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Foreword
At the outset, I wish to congratulate Cambridge University Press, and in particular
Nina Sharpe, for the initiative in commissioning this outstanding contribution to
Australian studies. The work includes participation from some of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Australia’s leading academics, whose works have explored
our past, commented on our present and given great thought to our future.
Knowledge of Life is not just an undergraduate text; it is Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander storytelling at its finest, where authors share not only their knowledge from areas of expertise, but introduce the reader to aspects of their own lived
experiences. The authors challenge the popular mainstream media presentation
of Indigenous Australia and ask the reader to consider Indigenous Australia from
a fresh perspective.
In this volume, the authors present a wide range of topics essential to those who
will at some point in time reflect on the content as they work within Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Australia. Some readers may feel confronted by the way in
which racism is reflected while at the same time reiterating the historian Henry
Reynolds’s question, ‘Why weren’t we told?’ This is a question I have heard many
times within my many roles as a senior public servant, Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Social Justice Commissioner and Race Discrimination Commissioner with
the Australian Human Rights Commission, and as Chancellor of the University of
Canberra. This book, with its cross-section of themes, addresses many unasked
questions and questions some readers have never thought to ask. As some students have said to me, ‘How do I ask about something if I don’t know it exists?’
It is indeed timely to introduce such a collection, as the Australian public
debates the need to recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the
Australian Constitution and to consider and be educated about the ‘discriminatory’ and ‘race-based’ clauses in the Constitution that most in our nation’s population do not realise exist. As we celebrate the seventh anniversary of the Apology
to the Stolen Generations and remember the Freedom Ride of the 1960s, let’s not
forget our past while we celebrate our achievement and our future.
This book offers the reader the opportunity to consider issues that have not
been covered in the school curricula or issues that may not be covered following
the Review of the Australian Curriculum, which will de-emphasise Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander history in preference for a greater emphasis on the role of
v
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Foreword

business and the ANZAC tradition. It is timely also as leaders within academia and
the wider education system are beginning to recognise how important it is for all
to have respect for each other, to establish strong relationships and to promote
reconciliation. Knowing who we are and how we feel about ourselves and our fellow Australians, and recognising our place in the fabric of Australia has a profound
impact on our social and emotional wellbeing and health generally.
I commend Knowledge of Life as an essential read for all Australians.
Tom Calma AO, Chancellor,
University of Canberra
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