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GCSE English Literature for AQA: Short Stories

INTRODUCTION
Welcome to your Student Book on the AQA Short 
Story Anthology, Telling Tales, with stories by 
writers from the last hundred years of writing. We 
hope you enjoy these stories during your GCSE 
course and later in life. 

Some of the stories deal with things that you 
may be familiar with, and may even be an expert 
on: family ties and conflicts, friendships, strong 
emotions and discoveries about yourself and 
other people. All the stories explore relationships 
and conflicts (between people and within people) 
similar to the poems in the AQA Anthology 
clusters on ‘Love and relationships’ or ‘Power and 
conflict’. Some of the stories might make you think 
‘I’ve felt that’ or ‘I’ve thought that’ – and others may 
make you think ‘I wouldn’t feel that’ or ‘I wouldn’t 
think that’. Either way, the stories have the power 
to develop, challenge or even change the way you 
think and feel about yourself and about life. 

Your Student Book will help you to make the most 
of these stories and of your GCSE. It will develop 
your skills in reading and responding, and help 
you to appreciate the writers’ skills in sharing their 
insights and engaging you as their reader. It will 
also develop your skills in writing for your GCSE 
English Literature exam. 

Here’s how we have organised the book for you:

Exploring and writing about short stories

• Each unit leads you through a short story. It 
ensures you build a thorough understanding 
of the plot, the ideas and the methods that 
the writer has used to present situations, 
characters and ideas to readers.

• As well as focusing closely on the text, each 
unit provides activities for discussion and 
creative approaches to help you think further 
about the stories. On Cambridge Elevate you 
will find readings of the stories and video 
interviews with experts discussing key aspects 
of the stories. All these will develop your 
understanding, interpretation and analysis of 
the short stories. 

• Your work with each story will result in notes 
and focused responses on aspects of the 
stories that are important for GCSE. These 
will also be useful when you write about two 
stories and revise for your exam. 

Preparing for your examination

This part gives you practice and guidance to 
prepare for your examination. It also provides 
examples of answers, so you can use the skills you 
have developed and assess where your skills are 
strong and where to focus your effort to improve. 
In addition, it includes a table of themes and ideas 
in each of the stories, which will also be useful 
preparation for your exam. 

We hope that you will enjoy using these resources, 
not only to support your GCSE study, but to see 
that this collection of short stories has plenty to say 
about life around you – and within you. 

Peter Thomas, Series Editor 
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