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AND SELF-GOVERNANCE

In this book Paul Dragos Aligica revisits the theory of political self-governance
in the context of recent developments in behavioural economics and political
philosophy that have challenged the foundations of this theory. Building on the
work of the “Bloomington School” created by Nobel Laureate Elinor Ostrom
and Public Choice political economy co-founder Vincent Ostrom, Aligica
presents a fresh conceptualization of the key processes at the core of demo-
cratic-liberal governance systems involving civic competence and public entre-
preneurship. The result is not only a reassessment and re-articulation of the
theories constructed by the Bloomington School of Public Choice, but also a
new approach to several cutting-edge discussions relevant to governance
studies and applied institutional theory, such as the debates generated by the
recent waves of populism, paternalism, and authoritarianism.

Paul Dragos Aligica is a Senior Research Fellow in the F. A. Hayek Program for
Advanced Study in Philosophy, Politics and Economics at Mercatus Centre at
George Mason University where he teaches in the Economics Department. He
received his PhD in Political Science at Indiana University-Bloomington,
where he was a student of Vincent and Elinor Ostrom at the Workshop in
Political Theory and Policy Analysis. He has published extensively on institu-
tional and governance theory, being the author of six books and numerous
academic articles, exploring both the foundational and the applied side of
alternative governance systems.
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