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Among the theses that for centuries have ensured Niccoldo Machiavelli an
ambiguous fame, a special place is reserved for his extremely positive opinion
of social conflicts, and, more particularly, to the claim that in ancient Rome
“the disunion between the plebs and the Roman senate made that republic free
and powerful” (Discourses on Livy 1.4). Contrary to a long tradition that had
always valued civic concord very highly, Machiavelli thought that — at least
under certain conditions — internecine discord could be a source of strength and
not of weakness, and built upon this daring proposition an original vision of
political order. Machiavelli in Tumult (originally published in Italian in 20171)
is the first book-length study entirely devoted to analyzing this idea, its ancient
roots (never before identified), its enduring (but often invisible) influence right
up to the American and French Revolutions (and beyond), and its relevance for
contemporary political theory.

Gabriele Pedulla is Professor of Italian and Comparative Literature at the
University of Rome 3 and has been a visiting professor at Stanford, UCLA,
and the Ecole Normale Supérieure (Lyon), Francesco De Dombrowski Fellow
at “Villa I Tatti” — the Harvard University Center for the Italian Renaissance,
Fellow at the Italian Academy for Advanced Studies in America (Columbia
University), and Belknap Visiting Fellow in the Humanities Council at Princeton.
His English-language publications include In Broad Daylight: Movies and
Spectators after the Cinema (Verso, 2012) and many essays on Renaissance
political thought. With Sergio Luzzatto, he edited the three-volume Atlante
della letteratura italiana (Einaudi, 2010-2012). His new edition and com-
mentary on Machiavelli’s Prince (Donzelli, 2013) is due to be published in
English by Verso and is under translation in French, Spanish, and Portuguese.
He is also the author of two prize-winning works of fiction: the short-story
collection Lo spagnolo senza sforzo (Einaudi, 2009, partially translated into
English), and the novel Lame (Einaudi, 2017, due to be published in English by
Seagull Books as Blades).
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Ido not believe it has ever been noted that the literary genre of acknowledgments
is meant to offer a sort of “census” of one of the main families of characters
described by Vladimir Propp in his classic Morphology of the Folktale: the
pomoscénik, namely the “helpers” of the hero (in this case the author himself).
Perhaps this is why academic monographs’ opening pages so often indulge in
autobiography — in a sort of instinctive reaction of personal history against
timeless narrative structures, or as the revenge of the very human passions that
lurk behind any book against the dry protocols of scholarly research.

A similar rite seems all the more necessary with works that had a particularly
laborious genesis, as in the case of this book. An earlier version of this study
was presented as a tesi di laurea at the University of Rome “La Sapienza” in
April 1997 (advisors: Giulio Ferroni and Nino Borsellino) and then discussed
as a Ph.D. dissertation at the University of Milan “La Statale” in January 2002
(advisor: Michele Mari). Two long stays in Paris (an Erasmus fellowship at
Paris X “Nanterre” with Paul Larivaille in 1993—4 and a PhD fellowship at the
“Ecole Normale Superieure” of Fontenay-Saint Cloud with Jean-Louis Fournel
and Jean-Claude Zancarini in 1998-9), as well as a year-long fellowship at
“Villa i Tatti,” the Harvard University Center for the Italian Renaissance in
Florence (2007-8), were particularly important in the book’s maturation.

Portions of the text have already been published and reappear here in
revised form; in particular, paragraphs 1—3 of Chapter 3, first presented to a
Machiavelli conference in Paris (November 1998), came out in A. Fontana,
J.-L. Fournel, X. Tabet, and ].-C. Zancarini (eds.), Langues et écritures de la
république et de la guerre: Etudes sur Machiavel NAME, 2004), pp. 299—334;
some pages of paragraph 5 of Chapter 3 and of paragraph 3 of Chapter 6 syn-
thesize a paper given at a conference on the state of exception held in Teramo
(December 2004) and then published in F. Benigno and L. Scuccimarra (eds.),
Il governo dell’emergenza. Poteri straordinari e di guerra in Europa tra XVI
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extensive bibliographic discussions and the original Latin texts (including the
humanistic translations of the Greek works). However, the English edition gave
me also the opportunity to return to the volume, further clarifying some points
in light of the new studies that have accumulated since 2009, when the manu-
script was delivered to the Italian publisher. Major interventions have been
made, especially in Chapter 7 whose first two sections come from the original
introduction, while the third and fourth sections of this chapter are entirely
new. Since the publication of my book in Italian I have changed my mind only
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Notes on the Text

For Machiavelli, the ITtalian reference edition is the one edited by Corrado
Vivanti, Opere, 3 vols. (Einaudi, 1999—2005). His principal works are cited
from these English translations:

Niccolo Machiavelli, The Prince, ed. W.]. Connell (Bedford, 2005)

Niccold Machiavelli, The Art of War, transl. Ellis Farneworth, rev. N. Wood
(Da Capo, 20071)

Niccolo Machiavelli, Florentine Histories, eds. L. Banfield and H.C.
Mansfield (Princeton University Press, 1988)

For the passages quoted from the Discourses, a new version has been
realized especially for this book, but two previous English editions have
been given special consideration: Niccolo Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy,
eds. H.C. Mansfield and N. Tarcov (University of Chicago Press, 1996) and
Niccold Machiavelli, The Sweetness of Power, eds. J. Atkinson and D.C. Sices
(Northern Illinois University Press, 2002); the latter has also been used for the
translation of Francesco Guicciardini’s Considerations on the “Discourses,”
there published in the appendix.

Unless otherwise specified, for all Greek and Latin authors the versions in
the Loeb collection have been followed throughout the whole book; when
strictly necessary, all translations have been slightly modified to make them
closer to the original.
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Antichi

Atlante

City-States

Civic Humanism

Companion

Contributi

Legacy

Machiavelli and Republicanism

G. Sasso, Machiavelli e gli antichi, 4 vols.
(Ricciardi, 1987-97)

S. Luzzatto and G. Pedulla (eds.), Atlante
della letteratura italiana, 3 vols. (Einaudi,
2010-12)

A. Molho, K. Raaflaub, and J. Emlen (eds.),
City-States in Classical Antiquity and
Medieval Italy: Athens and Rome, Florence
and Venice (Steiner, 1991)

J. Hankins (ed.), Renaissance Civic
Humanism: Reappraisals and Reflections
(Cambridge University Press, 2000)

J-M. Najemy (ed.), Companion to
Machiavelli (Cambridge University

Press, 2010)

A. Momigliano, Contributi alla storia

degli studi classici e del mondo antico,

10 vols. (Edizioni di Storia e Letteratura,
1955—2012)

P.A. Rahe (ed.), Machiavelli’s Liberal
Republican Legacy (Cambridge University
Press, 2006)

G. Bock, Q. Skinner, and M. Viroli (eds.),
Machiavelli and Republicanism (Cambridge
University Press, 1993)
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xviii Abbreviations

Studies N. Rubinstein, Studies in Italian History in
the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, ed.
G. Ciappelli, 3 vols. (Edizioni di Storia e
Letteratura, 2004—2012)

Visions Q. Skinner, Visions of Politics, 3 vols.
(Cambridge University Press, 2002)
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“Historians, poets and orators take their start from these popular, poorly
considered opinions. They represent foreign war with images of glory and con-
quest while speaking about civil war only in the odious terms of disorder, injustice
and confusion. These are your primary teachers at an age when reason, yet to be
fully developed, accepts all the errors presented to it as truths. Later on, one
presumes that they had reflected on what they wrote, because they express them-
selves with authority. One takes them at their word, and I was duped by them
like everyone else.”

Mably, Des droits et des devoirs du citoyen

“The only ‘civil’ wars are civil wars.”
Enzo Melandri, La linea e il circolo

“In his country, the desirability of a civil war had been discussed for some time.”

Giorgio Manganelli, Centuria
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