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TOWARDS A CULTURAL POLITICS OF CLIMATE CHANGE

Towards a Cultural Politics of Climate Change provides a new perspective on how
climate change matters in policy making, business, and everyday life. It argues that
the work of low-carbon transitions takes place through the creation of devices, the
mobilization of desires, and the articulation of dissent. Using case studies from the
United States, Australia, and Europe, the book examines the creation and contesta-
tion of new forms of cultural politics — of how a climate-changed society is
articulated, realized, and contested. Through this approach it opens up questions
about how, where, and by whom climate politics is conducted and the ways in
which we might respond differently to this societal challenge. This book provides
a key reference point for the emerging academic community working on the
cultural politics of climate change, and a means through which to engage this
new area of research with the broader social sciences.
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recent books include Transnational Climate Change Governance (2014,
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Accomplishing Climate Governance (2016, Cambridge University Press), and the
edited volume Governing the Climate (2015, Cambridge University Press). Harriet
has undertaken commissioned research for the Joseph Rowntree Foundation,
Friends of the Earth, UN-Habitat, and the World Bank. In 2014, she was awarded
the King Carl XVI Gustaf’s Professorship in Environmental Science and a Visiting
Professorship at Lund University, Sweden.

MATTHEW PATERSON is Professor of Political Science at the University of Ottawa.
His research focuses on the political economy of global environmental change. His
publications include Automobile Politics (2007, Cambridge University Press),
Climate Capitalism: Global Warming and the Transformation of the Global
Economy (with Peter Newell, 2010, Cambridge University Press), and, most
recently, Transnational Climate Change Governance (with Harriet Bulkeley and
eight others, 2014, Cambridge University Press). He has recently acted as a Lead
Author for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, working on the chapter
on international cooperation for their Fifth Assessment Report. His current research
is focused on the political economy and cultural politics of climate change.
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markets, from the UN to the everyday. Johannes has edited Governing the Climate
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This book’s cover image, “Playing in the Sunset,” captures the art installation
“Greetings to the Sun” at Croatia’s Zadar waterfront. The installation, done by the
architect Nikola Basi¢, is part of the revitalization and transformation of the harbor
area. The monument consists of a large circle of solar panels, interspersed with
LED lights that come to life after sunset, releasing the solar energy stored during
the day. The technology of photovoltaics thus becomes a stage for the playfulness
of life, with kids riding bikes or running around, and for moments of reflection by
people gathering in and around the monument. The installation, which is at once
technical and cultural, speaks to many of the themes explored in this book, from
renewable energy and urban transitions to experimentation and everyday life. Each
evening, the installation brings together a new “low carbon public.” And, similar to
the large chunks of Arctic ice (harvested as free-floating icebergs from a fjord
outside Nuuk, Greenland) that Olafur Eliasson and Minik Rosing placed for
melting in a ring formation at the Place du Panthéon during COP21 in Paris
(December 2015), the space gets its meaning and importance from the conversa-
tions it gives rise to. Both these art installations are about emergence, from the
playfulness at the sunset to the tangible experience of the fragility and decay of the
Arctic. The book that you hold in your hand is not about “climate art projects” as
such, but about culture in a broader sense. The book travels through many sites
where the material and social come together in particular ways; sites through which
society’s response to climate change is coming to be realized — homes, workplaces,
markets, infrastructure systems, and local economies. What is at stake in society’s
response to climate change are not the isolated actions of individual agents, but,
rather, the socially and materially constituted ways in which climate change comes
to be made meaningful, realized, and contested.

This book arose out the workshop “Devices and Desires: The Cultural Politics of
a Low Carbon Society” that we, the editors, organized in Lund in May 2014.
The workshop was part of Harriet’s King Carl XVI Gustaf’s Professorship in
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